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HIGHLAND OUTCROPS SOUTH 

 

 This is the long awaited update to the Highland Outcrops 
(1998) guidebook. Highland Outcrops South covers crags 
south of Inverness and the Great Glen, including outcrops in 
Arrochar, Mid Argyll, Mull of Kintyre, Ardgour and 
Ardnamurchan. The popular crags of Craig a Barns, Glen 
Nevis, Binnein Shuas and Creag Dubh are updated and the 
guide includes over 50 new crags, covering some 700 new 
routes. 
 
 

2500 routes, 95 action photos, 25 maps and 170 crag 
diagrams. 
 

www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/highland-outcrops-south 
 

FURTHER ROUTES – compiled by Andy Nisbet 

The following routes are found on crags referenced in the guide but without route descriptions. 

Most of the crags detailed are not of sufficient quality to be included in the limited space in the 

guide - having overgrown significantly - but a few are good, small crags in more remote 

locations. There are also some girdle traverses and a few winter routes which rarely come into 

condition. 
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DUNKELD AREA, PERTHSHIRE 
Craig Laggan 
(NO 9941 4163)   ALT 260M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

Previously known as Craig Vinean or Farm Crag, this impressive and steep crag lies directly 

above Kennacoil Farm on the southern slopes of Creag Bheag (not far from the tourist hotspot 

of The Hermitage). Craig Vinean is actually the smaller outcrop in the forest to the east of 

Craig Laggan and is not much of a craig at all but is the home to a MTB downhill track. The 

rock is similar in type to that at Cave Crag but with more sloping holds and ledges. But it is a 

bit grubby and there is some vegetation as few people have climbed here in the past twenty 

years. The farmer actively discouraged all climbing at the time as the crag is close to the farm, 

but with the new access legislation this has changed. However, the crag has yet to become 

popular and as a result there is even potential for new routes, but this would involve cleaning. 

Directions: Follow the A822 to Crieff off the A9 at the Dunkeld junction for 2.1 miles. Take 

the small road sign-posted to Rumbling Bridge and there is a car park in the trees immediately 

on the right (NO 9967 4111) before the bridge. From the bridge the crag is obvious on the 

hillside above the farm.  

Approach: Take this new approach, following the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and don’t 

antagonise the new owners of the farm. Cross the bridge and after 230m, take a path entrance, 

signposted Dunkeld and The Hermitage, into a field on the right. Follow this path for 150m 

until just past a block of pine trees. Go up through the trees, then left to the crag. 

Bouldering: There is a significant boulder field below the crag with many good problems. 

 

The crag is split into two halves by a vegetated gully. 

 

1  Goliath’s Grandad   30m   S 4a 

Strickland, Owen, 20 Jun 1978 

An obvious rising traverse line starting at a large block near the left end of the crag. From the 

top of this, traverse right, then make a crux move up before traversing right again. Return left 

on broken ledges to reach a big tree. 

 

2  Chrysalids   20m   VS 5a 

M.Duff, G.Hornby, 13 Oct 1980 

Climb a thin crack in a shallow corner towards the left end of the crag to reach a ledge, then 

(as for Goliath’s Grandad) a second ledge. Pull onto a ramp directly above and continue up a 

scoop on the left. 
 

3  Trouble with Lichen   20m   E1 5a 

G.Hornby, M.Duff, 13 Oct 1980 

Aptly named. Start 5m right of Chrysalids at a faint crack. Follow this to a sloping ledge, then 

go over the bulge above to a further ledge. Climb the short wall above moving slightly left to 

reach a large tree. 
 

4  Grandad’s Groove   25m   HVS 5c 

Cheesman, Owen, 13 Aug 1978; start as described M.Duff, G.Hornby 

After a strenuous fingery start the difficulties ease. Start 5m right of Trouble with Lichen 

directly below a corner. Climb the right wall of the corner, then enter the upper corner by a 

traverse and finish up this. 
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5  Powerplay   25m   E3 5c 
M.Duff, G.Hornby, 15 Oct 1980 
A steep and strenuous route with only adequate protection. Start at 
the foot of an obvious crack formed by a huge block at the right end of 
the overhanging section. Climb the crack and step left onto a loose 
ledge. Pull onto the flange above and layback the arete to gain a 
hanging loose block. Use this gingerly to pull over the small roof and go 
up to a large ledge below the steep headwall. Follow this to the left 
and finish up Goliath’s Grandad. 

 5a  Direct Finish   E5 
A.Robb, A.Hughes, 2006. 
 
6  Nomad   30m   VD 
G.Hornby, 13 Oct 1980 
Start beneath the right end of the half-height ledge. Climb the broken 
wall to the ledge and follow it to the left to finish up Goliath’s 
Grandad. 
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7  The Wiper   20m   HS 

G.Hornby, M.Duff, 15 Oct 1980 

Start beneath an open book corner overlooking the vegetated gully that bisects the crag. Climb 

the wall to a small grassy patch. Graze up this to the corner to finish. 

 

Next is the vegetated gully. 

 

8  General Woundwort   30m   E2 5b 

M.Duff, R.Anderson, 26 Oct 1980 

Sustained and committing climbing up the hanging groove in the wall to the right of the 

vegetated gully. Gain the groove and at the roof move left for a few metres, then go back right 

to a less steep wall. Climb the wall to finish up a corner. 

 

9  Misconception   35m   VS 5a 

Strickland, Owen, Dowds, 12 Jun 1978 

A steep interesting route, but with some suspect rock. Start at the foot of the central groove. 

Make some difficult moves to gain the groove proper and climb this to a ledge on top of a 

pillar. Ascend directly above (loose) to a niche, then climb a crack in the roof above to reach 

the top. 

 

10  Lettuce   30m   VS 4c 

M.Duff, R.Anderson, 26 Oct 1980 

Start as for Misconception to the foot of the groove. Traverse right and climb the crack which 

forms the right side of the pillar. At the top of the pillar join and finish up Misconception. 

 

11  The Snare   30m   E2 5b 

M.Duff, G.Hornby, 13 Oct 1980 

A good but rather worrying route taking the line of the obvious forked lightning flake-crack 

right of Misconception. Scramble up to a ledge 5m right of that route. Climb the short steep 

wall to gain the flake. Follow this onto a slab, then move diagonally left on the slab to reach 

the top of the pillar. Pull through the roof rightwards on large flaky holds to gain a ramp that 

leads to the top. 

 

12  Rainbow Warrior   30m   E1 5b 

M.Duff, G.Hornby, 12 Oct 1980 

An excellent route which follows a curving line rising from the groove of Larceny. Start as for 

that route at the slabby open groove. After 5m break out onto a short steep wall on the left 

which leads to a niche. Continue trending left to the top. 

 

13  Larceny   30m   VS 4c 

Owen, Strickland, 20 Jun 1978 

A good climb that will improve with traffic. Climb the slabby looking open groove that is 

topped by a holly tree. Turn a small roof on the left to finish. 

 

14  Convergence   30m   VS 4c 

Owen, Cheesman, 13 Aug 1978 

Start 3m right of Larceny and climb the wall to gain the foot of a very small left-slanting 

groove. Follow this to a small niche below the holly tree on Larceny. Climb the roof via a thin 

crack and tree to finish. 
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15  Rib Cage   30m   VS 4c 

M.Duff, G.Hornby, 15 Oct 1980 

Start as for Convergence, but trend rightwards up the wall to a ledge with loose blocks. Move 

right along the ledge almost to the tree filled groove. A thin sharply defined ramp leads through 

the roof overlooking the groove before going left to the top. 

 

16  Spare Rib Direct   20m   VS 4c 

T.MacDonald, 27 May 1990 

A rib bounds the right side of the vegetated groove, giving the line of the route. Start just right 

of the vegetated groove and climb the rib direct on steep suspect rock. Finish over bulges on 

the left arete just left of Spare Rib. 

 

17  Spare Rib   20m   S 

G.Hornby, 15 Oct 1980 

Start on the right side of the rib and traverse left onto the front of it above the steep initial wall. 

Continue up the slabby central section direct, turning bulges at the top on the right. 

 

The next routes climb the short steep wall right of the rib of Rib Cage. 

 

18  Sirius   15m   E2 5c * 

S.Hardie, 9 Aug 1995 

Climb the short leaning wall centrally via a thin groove, then take the headwall above directly. 

 

19  Razor Flake   10m   VS 4c 

T.MacDonald, 27 May 1990 

On the right of the steep wall climb to a conspicuous corner crack. Climb this with a tricky 

move to exit onto slabs to finish. 

 

GLEN BRERACHAN, PERTHSHIRE 
Kindrogan Craig 
(NO 0496 6271)   ALT 400M   NORTH-EAST FACING 

This is a commanding square-cut crag overlooking upper Strath Ardle. However, at the time 

of writing it is shrouded in dense conifer forest and entirely invisible. It is expected that the 

forest will be felled sometime soon thereby exposing the crag and making it a more pleasant 

place to climb. In 2014 the routes would have needed re-cleaning. 

Directions: Take the A924 from Pitlochry (as described above) and from the Moulin Hotel, 

follow the road for 9.6 miles, passing Straloch school to reach Enochdhu and a right turn where 

there is a sign to Kindrogan Field Centre. After crossing the river the road swings right. Carry 

on to a junction at a house on the right. Fork left here and park near the start of a path which is 

50m up this track on the right (there is a gate another 40m on). NO 0590 6261. 

Approach: Follow the path and after 450m it crosses a forestry track. Turn right along this to 

where the track ends after 150m, just after passing a tiny graveyard. Continue on an overgrown 

track for 100m, then traverse into the forest for about 200m to where the forest thickens and 

there may be a small stream. Go up steeply here until the angle eases and a small traversing 

track leads to the top of the crag. It may be hard to find and there are many fallen trees but the 

crag top is exactly at the top of steep ground and there is a small open area at its top, 30mins. 

Descend to the routes by abseil. 
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There is an amusing tunnel leading from a ledge 6m below the top left of the crag out onto the 

face. 

 

Forest Enterprise   30m   E3 5c * 

G.Nicoll, M.Nicoll, G.Muhlemann, 2 Aug 1998 

The tall pillar at the left end of the crag. Start at the toe of the pillar and climb up and left before 

pulling right, above a bulge, to gain a small ledge. Move delicately and boldly right to the arete 

(crux) and climb up to a good runner. Move back left and up to an overhang. Turn this on the 

right with difficulty and continue to the top. 

 

Kindrogan Corner   30m   E2 5b * 

G.Nicoll, W.Wright, 28 Jun 1998 

This is the impressive deep corner towards the left side of the cliff. Start up an unpleasant gully 

then boldly pull left through a bulge into the corner. Follow this to the overhang, pull round 

and continue up the superb upper corner to a grassy terrace. Finish up the right edge of the slab 

above. 

 

Ash to Ash   25m   E2 5b 

G.Nicoll, K.Howett, 9 Aug 1998 

Start at a big rowan tree below the right side of the crag. Climb the tree and a dirty slab leftwards 

to gain the top of a grassy buttress. Climb the obvious but loose fault-line rightwards to the big 

roof. Pull round at the right end and climb up leftwards in an exposed position to finish at a 

small rowan. 

 

STRATHTUMMEL, PERTHSHIRE 
Drumglas 
(NN 6942 5898)   ALT 240M   SOUTH FACING 

A series of small south-facing buttresses lie just above the B846 between Kinloch Rannoch 

and Tummel Bridge. The crags marked on the map higher on the slopes of Creag Bhuidhe are 

very poor. The lower ones are composed of solid rock and the best wall is 10m high, although 

needing a clean. There are also bouldering possibilities here. 

Approach: Park on the verge immediately east of the entrance to Drumglas Farm (Druimglas 

Farm on a sign); NN 6955 5895. The crags are visible through the trees. Cross a fence at the 

gate and head up past a pylon on a small path. 

 

There is a deeper gently overhanging crack starting 2m right of the tree and ending behind it. 

A thin crack starts behind tree and goes left. It is unsure which of the two is the following route. 

 

Creag Beag   10m   HVS 5a 

Paddy Ryan, Aug 2001 

The obvious left-rising crack immediately behind a large oak tree on the buttress above the 

pylon. 

 

Bonskeid Crag 
(NN 904 613)   ALT 240M   SOUTH-EAST FACING   MAPS L42, E386 

An impressively steep wall in the trees above Bonskeid Home Farm on the B8019 Strath 

Tummel road, 2km from the junction with the A9 at the Pass of Killiecrankie. The rock is 

similar to that at Craig a Barns but the crag is disappointing, there is some vegetation and 
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hollow blocks have to be pulled on. The routes have seen very few ascents in recent years, so 

the grades may not be accurate. Ian Rowe was one of its discoverers (in 1965) and its leading 

pioneer, whilst Pat Mellor was also involved. 

Directions: Turn off the A9 (when heading north) for Killiecrankie, Tummel Bridge and Loch 

Rannoch (B8019). After about 2 miles, turn left across the River Tay for Strathtummel, 

Tummel Bridge and Kinloch Rannoch. When heading south on the A9, take a turn-off to 

Killiekrankie (next turn-off south of the Blair Atholl turn-off). Drive through Killiekrankie to 

the same turn-off across the River Tay. From the turn-off, drive for 0.8 miles to where a grass 

field forms a break in the trees on the right (north). A steep spur can clearly be seen from here, 

and with the profile of the crag on its right. Pass houses and Bonskeid Home Farm on a terrace 

ahead (only named on the 1:25000 map). There is a widening in the road directly below 

Bonskeid Home Farm and two cars can park just off the road (NN 9023 6105). 

Approach: Follow the road back east for 100m to a wall separating Bonskeid Home Farm and 

the houses to the east. Follow the west (left) side of the wall for some 50m, then go through a 

gap in the wall and go up right toward the plantation trees. Crossing a deer fence, then follow 

the west boundary of the plantation trees uphill until nearly level with the base of the right side 

of the crag. Make a rising traverse to the crag. There is deep primeval bracken right to the base 

of the crag so much easier in spring, 20mins. 

Descent: Abseiling from trees is best although it is possible but very vegetated to scramble 

down the right-hand side of the crag. 

 

The main features of the crag are a steep wall on its left side split by a grass ledge with a big 

tree, and which runs leftwards onto the left arete (The Arete). Right of this the lower part of 

the wall is more slabby while the upper part is composed of a steep series of walls and grooves. 

 

The Arete   45m   VD 

I.G.Rowe, P.Mellor, May 1965 

Start from the lowest point of the crag and climb the left edge all the way in two pitches. 

Vegetated. 

 

Johnny Apollo   40m   HVS 

D.Hamilton, I.G.Rowe, 1972 

A corner-line 10m right of the arete. 

1. 30m 5a  Climb a corner at the right end of the lower wall onto a big ledge. Traverse the ledge 

left and ascend the corner above, moving left at mid-height and back right below an overhang. 

Step right to a ledge and tree. 

2. 10m 4c  From the left end of the ledge, climb the wall above. Or continue rightwards round 

the right end of a big roof (E1 5a). 

 

The Wall   35m   HVS 

I.G. Rowe & partner, 1965 

Start 5m right of the previous route at the foot of a right-slanting groove. 

1. 25m 5a  Climb the groove and continue to a recess with a small bush. Go left to a small ledge 

(peg runner), then climb a right-trending groove to a ledge and tree belay shared with Lumbar. 

2. 10m 4c  Finish up the wall above the left end of the ledge. 
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Lumbar   40m   HVS 

I.G.Rowe, P.Mellor, May 1965 

In the centre of the wall right of The Wall is a big overhung recess high up. Below it is a black 

slab. Start 8m right of The Wall. 

1. 25m 4c  Gain a ledge at 10m and with the black slab on the right. Climb rightwards up the 

slab, then move up left to a ledge and big tree on The Wall. Belay below the overhung recess. 

2. 15m 5a  Climb the right wall of the overhung recess and step left below the roof. Finish up 

a steep groove. 

 

Diagonal   40m   VS 4c 

I.G.Rowe & partner, 1965 

This route follows the obvious right-trending slabby line of weakness below the capping 

overhanging walls. Finish up a steep groove at the right end of the slabs. 

 

Bonskeid Groove   35m   E1 * 

Ian Rowe & partner 

The best route on the crag takes a line through the lower roof at the right end to cross Diagonal 

and finish up a steep groove in the headwall. 

1. 25m 5b  Climb the left wall of the cave like lower roof, then continue to a ledge below a 

groove slanting left. 

2. 10m 5c  Start on its left to enter the groove and reach a peg runner. Make a hard move past 

the peg and finish if you’ve any strength left. 

 

STRATHTAY, PERTHSHIRE 
Weem Crags, Secret Garden Area 
At the west end of the woodland and containing four crags mostly situated above the walled 

garden of Castle Menzies.  The routes, with one exception are sport routes and are detailed in 

Scottish Sport Climbs, www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs 

Approach: From the Forestry Commission car park follow the path up right to the second 

zigzag and junction with a path off to the left. Go left for 100m to the walled garden (there is 

a more indistinct direct path from the car park which gains the same point). Once past the wall 

a culvert cuts the path and a small trail ascends up the hill. Manyana Wall (3 bolted lines) is 

reached first, Easter Island Buttress (which can sometimes be seen from the road in winter) lies 

up and right. 

 

Easter Island Buttress 
(NN 8382 4990)   ALT 180M   WEST-SOUTH-WEST FACING 

The most obvious crag above the castle contains five sport climbs (6b+ to 7a+) and one trad 

route: 

 

Looking for a Rainbow   30m   VD 

Unknown, 1997 

Climb the slab below the sport routes, move left and continue up a steepening corner to belay 

on an oak tree. Abseil descent. 

 

 

http://www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs
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Cluny Rock 
(NN 8662 5110)   ALT 220M   SOUTH-SOUTH-EAST FACING 

There are a couple of buttresses amongst the plantations known as the Glassie Woods, covering 

the steep hill east of Weem. Like Weem this is owned and managed by the Forestry 

Commission. There are several crags marked on the OS map with the biggest being the lowest 

and named Creag an t-Seapail and lying above Balnacraig farm. The hillside has been clear 

felled in parts (2014) and the crag is now clearly visible. The routes are on steep rock and are 

worth checking out if you’re in the area. 

Directions: From Aberfeldy cross the Tay Bridge towards Weem. On entering Weem after the 

long straight, take a right turn down a minor road (signposted Strathtay). Although it seems 

easy to gain the crag from Balnacraig Farm, the road to this and Tombui is private, parking is 

difficult on the minor road and fences prevent access to the plantations, so instead find Easter 

Boltachan, just past the end of the golf course and a track signposted as The Glassie Circular 

Walk and Glassie Bunkhouse just beyond it (to its east). It is possible to drive up this track, as 

required by customers to the bunkhouse, but there is no formal permission and it may not be 

possible if there is logging activity. Follow signs to the Bunkhouse, with a right turn to houses 

leading to Upper Cuil. Continue along the track by a long rising traverse interrupted by hairpins 

to another hairpin where the bunkhouse is left and another track goes straight on. Park here 

(NN 8607 5105). 

Approach: Walk straight on for 500m to another hairpin where a grassy track goes straight on. 

Walk up the grassy track for 150m, then descend over brashings into a clearer area. Descend it 

increasingly steeply (dry weather preferred) and the crag is on the right, 15mins. 

Descent: Either side of the crag. 

 

Tartan   30m   VS 4c 

D.Donoghue, C.Moody, L.Roberts, 29 Aug 1987 

Climb the left-hand corner, which is right of centre on the crag. It would be a great route if 

clean but a recent attempt (2015) has only been partially successful. 

 

Shortbread   25m   VS 4c 

W.Hood, C.Moody, I.Taylor, 6 Sep 1987 

Take the wide crack left of the right-hand corner. 

 

Tae the Oaks   25m   VS 4c 

D.Donoghue, C.Moody, L.Roberts, 29 Aug 1987 

Climb the right-hand corner which contains a tree, moving left at the top to finish up the arete. 

 

Domino   25m   S 

W.Hood, C.Moody, I.Taylor, 6 Sep 1987 

Climb the corner to the right, gained from the start of the last route. 

 

GLEN LEDNOCK, SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 
Hydro Wall 
(NN 7288 2910)   ALT 390M   SOUTH-WEST FACING 

This is the small slabby wall above the east end of the Lednock Dam. It is exposed but dries 

quickly, gets the sun late and is child friendly. But it is also mossy and needs recleaning. On 

its right side the crag has a very easy angled slab. Its front face is also slabby, but steeper and 

nicely featured. The most prominent feature is a vertical crack left of centre. To its left is a 
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steeper wall guarding a glacis below a steeper slab split by a hairline crack. On its right is an 

obvious disjointed crack and slim corner. Right again is a zigzag crack and blank slab above. 

Routes are described right to left. 

Approach: Follow the road from the car park at Coishavachan towards the Dam. Ignore a left 

fork high up and continue past a hairpin to a fork immediately before the Dam. Turn right on 

to a track which passes immediately under a small crag. The wall is just beyond and 20m higher 

up, 30mins. 

 

Waterway   10m   VS 4c ** 

R.K.Howett, K.Howett, 27 Jun 2006 

The right-hand blank slab. Start up the lower diagonal thin crack to a tiny glacis. Follow the 

zigzag crack above. Where it heads off left, step onto the slab on the right and climb direct. 

 

Glenn   10m   D ** 

R.K.Howett, 5 May 2002 

The disjointed cracks up the centre immediately beside the slim corner. Climb a thin crack onto 

a tiny glacis. Go up into the base of the slim corner, then step left onto flake-cracks up a slight 

rib leading to the top. 

Variation: Direct Finish   VD 

R.K.Howett, 27 Jun 2006 

From the glacis, climb the slim corner direct. 

Variation: Direct Start   S ** 

R.K.Howett, 5 Jun 2004 

A direct start up the wall to reach the flake-cracks in the rib. 

 

Top Teapot   10m   S ** 

R.K.Howett, K.Howett, 18 Aug 2002 

The obvious vertical crack just left of centre. Start at the base of the crack in a slight recess. 

Pull over the steep wall onto a glacis and climb the fine crack with the crux at the top. 

 

Try Climbing It   10m   D 

N.A.Howett, K.Howett, R.K.Howett, 18 Aug 2002 

Starts up the lower steep wall of Top Teapot onto the glacis. Cross this leftwards towards the 

left end of the crag and climb the short far left crack to finish. 

 

Try Falling   10m   VS 5a * 

R.K.Howett, K.Howett, 27 Jun 2006 

A direct line crossing Try Climbing It. Start at a steep thin crack. Go up this with difficulty to 

the central glacis. Step right and climb thinly to the thin vertical crack in the centre of the wall 

above. 

 

GLEN OGLE, SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 
Creag Mac Ranaich 
(NN 545 256)  

There are two short rivers that drain into the head of Loch Earn, one being the Ogle Burn, the 

other Kendrum Burn, just to its west. Creag Mac Ranaich is at the head of this latter glen, but 

the easiest approach is from Glen Ogle. 

A number of mica schist crags lie just under the summit of the Corbett Creag Mac Ranaich on 

the eastern and southern slopes of the hill at the head of Glen Kendrum. They range from 15m 
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to 45m in height. The rock is a softer version of the other schist crags in the area, but it is 

studded with garnets (rather like the Sierra Nevada in Spain). Unfortunately there is abundant 

lichen and some loose flakes and the crag is high up and exposed, but it has so far offered three 

very hard adventurous climbs and has potential for much more. 

Approach: The easiest approach is from the head of Glen Ogle. Park in a layby next to the 

plantation on the west side of the road just south of the head of the glen. Walk back along the 

road to gain a slight path which crosses the old railway line and picks up an ATV track that 

follows the line of a burn in a shallow valley up the hillside leading to a col. The crag can be 

seen across the corrie on the right. Contour round and ascend steeply to the base. 

The glen is inhabited by Schedule 1 species of birds. Their nesting success is monitored by a 

local group of volunteers and the landowner. Climbers should make every effort not to disturb 

any such birds by venturing close to the nests during the nesting period of February to the end 

of July. It is recommended that you contact the Mountaineering Council of Scotland for up to 

date information about any restrictions. 

 

Main Crag 
(NN 548 250)   ALT 600M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

The most impressive crag lies high on the southern end of the east face. This is characterised 

by a large central vegetated corner (unclimbed) with an overhanging left wall split by an 

impressive crack-line. The right wall is less steep but bounds a colossal overhanging prow. 

 

Toiler on the Sea   50m   E6 ** 

P.Thorburn, R.Campbell, 20 May 1995 

This route ascends the disjointed but impressive 1 in 3 overhanging crack-line up the three-

tiered wall right of the vegetated corner. Start 5m left of the corner. 

1. 10m 6b  Climb to a pod in the diagonal crack. Follow this leftwards to a niche and pull onto 

the grass ledge with difficulty. Bold and technical. 

2. 20m 6b  Climb the crack above into a niche (rest) and make a hard mantelshelf straight above 

to finish. 

3. 20m 6b  Climb the groove above to a spike and rest, then a crack and a strenuous groove 

(Friend 4 essential) lead to good holds. Finish direct through the bulges above (some hollow 

rock) to finish on a heather ledge. Peg belay 15m back. 

 

Sidewinder   65m   E6 ** 

R.Campbell, Aug 1994 

This route climbs the left wall of the impressive prow and although very bold, it is never too 

hard. Start on blocks just right of the arete. 

1. 50m 6a  Step off a boulder and follow jugs up the arete to a belly flop onto a ledge. Gain the 

ledge above, ascend the groove (peg runner) and swing left around the arete to a flake shield. 

Climb straight up (crux) past a scarred flake to protection in a smaller flake above. Continue 

up, then traverse right under an overlap and make a hard move to gain a standing position above 

the steepening. Move left along the lip of the overlap to place a runner, return right and finish 

direct. Poor belay. 

2. 15m 4c  Continue up the middle of the small wall above to reach a belay at the back of the 

heather ledge. 
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Complicity   30m   E5 6a * 

P.Thorburn, 3 Aug 1996 

This route climbs the wall just left of Sidewinder. Start at the toe of the slab and climb a small 

right-facing corner to gain a flake above (peg runner). Move up to a thin crack and follow this 

to a sloping ledge. Climb flakes on the left, then move back into the centre of the wall to finish 

up a short diagonal crack. 

 

The Pyramid 
(NN 548 253)   ALT 600M   EAST FACING 

The other developed cliff lies 200m to the north at the same level. A deceptively steep and 

compact crag with an obvious central corner. 

 

Charge!   20m   E4 6b * 

P.Thorburn, R.Campbell, 28 Jun 1995 

The book shaped corner. Gain a flake-line from the right and climb to its top. Climb the corner 

with difficulty to pockets, then better holds lead left round a bulge to easy ground left of the 

arete. Spike belay 20m back. 

 

STRATHYRE 
Creag a’ Bhuilg 
(NN 490 201)   ALT 330M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

The old woods of Coille Mhor between Creag nan Seichean and Craigruie Crag contain several 

partially hidden crags. The most prominent, and visible from the road, is a big slab, actually a 

giant landslip boulder and marked on the map as Uamh an Righ (Bruce’s Cave). The rock is of 

a softer quality similar to Craigruie Crag. The boulder had been climbed before, as old abseil 

tat was found at the top. 

 

Big Slab   55m   VS 4b 

K.Alexander, G.Diack, K.Helwig, 8 Apr 2011 

1. 10m  Climb the corner-crack on the left flank of the giant slabby boulder, moving up right 

to a big sloping ledge with an in-situ peg at the right-hand end. 

2. 45m 4b  Round the corner, on the slabby face, traverse right along a narrow ledge with a 

large horizontal crack for hands, then step up to gain a thin vertical crack which leads up the 

right side of the slab. When the crack ends, continue more easily up the right edge of the slab 

to a tree belay. 

 

Creag Ardchullarie Beag 
(NN 580 141)   ALT 300M   SOUTH FACING 

A couple of short schist buttresses overlooking Loch Lubnaig that offer single pitch trad 

climbing on good quality rock with interesting features, although they are not very extensive. 

Approach: From Callander, follow the A84 along  Loch Lubnaig. Park at the start of the 

signposted footpath into Glen Ample at Ardchullarie More (NN 583 138). Walk north along 

the road a little to a track into the forest. Follow it leftwards and back right at a junction on a 

tight bend. After about 200m the forest on the steep hillside above the track thins slightly. Head 

steeply up and left through the trees and the crags come into view above a vegetated scree slope 

on the edge of the forest, 25mins. 
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Holly Tree Wall 
The biggest buttress. Contains a strikingly blank overhanging wall on its right-hand side, a 

heathery slab on the left, and a holly tree growing out of a slabby ledge halfway up in the 

middle.  

 

Marmaduke’s Meander   10m   S 

K.Alexander, J.Muylle, May 2010 

Climb the heathery slab to the left of Holly Tree Wall, starting from the large crack on the left, 

traversing up and left over to finish up the corner-crack on the right. 

 

Marjorie Marmalade   20m   HVS 5b 

K.Alexander, G.Diack, May 2010 

Climb a strenuous right-trending crack leading to a slabby ledge with a holly tree at the back 

corner. Squirm between the holly tree and the rock to climb both directly upwards. Mantel 

tentatively over the large hollow sounding block overhanging the tree, or escape airily left. 

 

Slab Roof Rock 
Round the corner to the left of Holly Tree Wall is a large slabby rock with an overhanging roof 

feature with an overhanging head-high corner one-third of the way up.  

 

24 Ticks Later   20m   HVS 5b 

G.Diack, K.Alexander, May 2010 

Make a slabby start below the obvious roof, then climb the corner-crack to an awkward move 

directly over. Finish trending left over a 10m slab. 

 

ARROCHAR 
Approach Slabs 
The following routes are quoted as being on the largest area of slabby rock seen from the 

approach road, right of and slightly higher than Sub-Station Crag. 

 

A large white quartz patch is visible from below but this is on a higher crag. On the right-hand 

section of the slab of the lower crag are two routes, starting at an obvious white quartz block 

below the right arete. 

 

Marquee Moon   HVS 5a 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start at the quartz block and surmount the bulge to gain the slab. Using a one finger pocket, 

move up on to the easier angled slab, which is followed to the top using an arete. 

 

Television   E1 5a/b * 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start just left of the previous route and pull over the bulge (crux) to a good hold (Friend 1). Go 

up and follow the easier slab to a steepening at the top. Climb this right to left to finish. 

 

The wall right of Marquee Moon is overhanging. Follow this up to the next routes. The 

rightmost route is Mark of Zoro. 
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Mark of Zoro   12m   E3/4 6a 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start right of Signs of Things to Come. Go up the slab, then move rightwards at the bottom of 

a crack to a hard move to gain a blocky small foothold on the right-hand end of the slab (crux). 

Move up to good handholds at quartz, then rightwards to a good sidepull (Friend 1.5). Move 

left to a good foothold next to a small sapling, then follow the slab and crack rightwards. 

Unprotected on the lower crux section. 

 

Signs of Things to Come   E2 5b ** 

G.Szuca, 2004 

The brushed streak up a pocketed slabby wall gives the best route on the wall. Start centrally 

and follow quartzy holds to halfway, then move left. Hard to protect and a high crux. 

 

Magazine   E1 5c 

G.Szuca, 2004 

The wall left of the previous route. Pull over a small overlap and follow quartzy holds to a no 

hands rest at a block (gear). Pull straight up and slightly leftwards (crux) to finish up the arete. 

 

Bluto   VD 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start left of Magazine in a shallow corner. Go up the corner to a faint crack-line, then move 

left on to the slab. Go up this, then follow easy ground to the final steepening (crux). Hard to 

protect. 

 

Ten Thousand Light Years from Home   8m   E3 5c ** 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Right of the slabby wall of Signs of Things to Come is a small slabby buttress with a slabby 

right arete. This route takes an obvious cleaned line up its centre. Climb up to the obvious 

horizontal break at 3m. Move right and reach up with the right hand to a good two finger 

pocket. Gain the niche up and left, then finish slightly rightwards. Good climbing, poor gear. 

 

Sub-Station Quarry  
Approach:  As for Sub-Station Crag but follow the track uphill for a few hundred metres until 

at a quarried section next to the road. The quarry may have been affected by upgrade works at 

the substation during 2014. 

 

Stiff Wellies   S 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start at a slabby arete at the right-hand side of the crag. Follow this until possible to move on 

to the slab on the left. Follow it to a belay on the right (large gear). 

 

Zorg   VS 4c 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start as for the previous route but traverse left past a mossy section into a short groove with a 

loose block. Bridge upwards and move right on to the slab to finish. 
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Wee Freebie   VS 4c 

G.Szuca, 2004 

At the right-hand side of the crag is an obvious ramp-line running up and left. Follow this past 

a massive thread, past a bulge and into a corner. Exit using the lower of two traverse lines 

rightwards past a bulge (crux) and on to the slabby wall. Move left to finish up an easy rib. 

 

Extorsion   E1/2 5b 

G.Szuca, 2004 

Start centrally at an obvious black corner. Climb the corner (unprotected) to a move rightwards 

to exit (Friend 0.5). Go up and left until at a good flake in the corner. Move right to the higher 

traverse line to the arete. Go past a bulge and finish up the easier slab. 

 

Katanga   E2 5c * 

G.Szuca, 2004 

The black wall on the left.. Start centrally and using a pinch, follow a line of small but positive 

holds up and slightly leftwards, finishing on to a slab in a corner. Continue up the small 

headwall past a shallow borehole. 

 

Fred   E1 5b/c 

G.Szuca, 2004 

The short green-looking groove at the extreme left-hand end of the crag. Move up to an 

amazing borehole thread. Go up then right to crux moves traversing to the slab of Katanga. 

Move down and left to finish at a tree. Poorly protected. 

 

Viaduct Crag 
(NN 3234 1083)   ALT 100M   SOUTH-WEST FACING 

This small crag lies on the hillside west of the railway viaduct which is just north of Loch Sloy 

Power Station on the banks of Loch Lomond, also 3.6 miles south of Ardlui railway station. 

No-one seems to have been there for many years. 

Directions: Arriving by the A82 which runs alongside Loch Lomond, park just north of Loch 

Sloy Power Station at a large car park signposted Inveruglas (NN 3226 0990). This is 4 miles 

north of Tarbet and 4.0 miles south of Ardlui railway station. 

Approach: Walk 600m north along the A82. This would seem to be risky but there is no other 

parking place. Take a small path under the viaduct, gain an old track and follow this to its 

highest point. Go up the hill for about 10mins until a 15m wall appears on the right. There are 

two routes. 

 

Pale Wall   15m   HVS 5a 

D.Griffiths, 25 May 1988 

The central line. Start about 2m right of a shallow corner at the central depression, climb up 

and slightly right to gain an overlap. Move left slightly before pulling over and going up to the 

top. Boulder belay well back. 

 

Beyond the Pale   15m   E1 5b 

C.Bell, D.Griffiths, 25 May 1988 

Start about 5m right of a holly tree and climb up to a thin flake which leads to the overlap. Pull 

over and go up the slab to a boulder belay. 
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Creag an Fhithich 
(NN 203 043)   ALT 300M   WEST FACING 

This is the crag above Pole Farm, about 5km north of Lochgoilhead. It is 45m high and dries 

quickly. No-one seems to have been there for many years and locals are dubious about the 

quality. 

 

The main feature is a left-slanting overlap. One climb has been recorded, which provides a 

steep pitch. 

 

Three Steps to Heaven   40m   E1 

J.Divall, R.Cluer, B.Smith, 24 Aug 1984 

Start below the centre of the crag. Follow a layback crack to a roof, turn it on the right, then 

follow a left-slanting crack. Finish to the right at a rowan. 

 

MID ARGYLL 
Glassary Wood Crag 
(NR 8475 9421)   ALT 70M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

A small and somewhat scruffy crag. 

Directions: On the A816 Lochgilphead to Oban, drive 0.6 miles (1.0km) north of a turn-off to 

Bridgend and Kilmichael Glen to park at a track entrance (NR 8458 9359). 

Approach: Walk up the track to a new house (ignoring a construction sign if still there). Just 

before the new house is a gate and track on the right. From here, the crag can be seen ahead. 

Follow the track for 200m to the last good view on the left (the crag can be seen again). 

Continue on the track for 150m (cairn, NR 8487 9428) and enter the forest on the left. After a 

brief rise, make a descending traverse through mature pines (easy walking) until the crag is 

seen above after 100m, 15mins. 

 

The routes are at the right side of the crag and needed re-brushing in 2014. Harder lines are 

possible further left. 

 

Glassary Crack   10m   HVS 5a 

M.Cole, J.Dale, Apr 2012 

An obvious cracked groove, stepping in from the right.  

 

Simple Fish   10m   VS 4c 

J.Dale, P.Selfridge, June 2012 

Good climbing up the blunt arete right of Glassary Crack, small cams useful. Start a few metres 

right of Glassary Crack at the base of a small triangular pillar with some quartz bands. Gain 

the top of the pillar and continue up trending slightly left, before finishing more steeply to the 

right in a corner. 

 

KNAPDALE 
Kilberry - The Coves 
(NR 717 612)   NON-TIDAL 

A cliff with dubious rock in a remote place. Worth a visit if you are in the area. The cliff is 

used by shags for nesting and should be avoided during the nesting season. 
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Directions:  This small headland in Knapdale is found at the minor B8024 road, approx. 14 

miles west of Tarbert and 2 miles south of Kilberry. The Coves are signposted at a bend where 

there is parking for a few cars near the sign. There is also a small lay-by a further 100m along 

the road to the north. 

Approach:  Follow the path passing a waterfall and after about 100m look back and you will 

see a small pinnacle with the gap between offering a steep bouldering wall (Slingsby’s Wall) 

approximately 10m high on the landward side of the gap. A post at the bottom of the wall had 

Slingsby and Co written on it, hence the name.  

 

The grooves at the left and right ends of the bouldering wall have been climbed, also a route to 

the left of the central overhang (B.Davison, 31 Oct 2008). 

Continuing south along the beach from here, one passes a natural archway and then goes behind 

a pinnacle beside which an old fence is stepped over. A steep south facing wall is visible above 

on the left; pass this and go into a rocky narrows where it is necessary to scramble up a slabby 

wall and traverse inland at the other side of this. Above is a second steep wall of very weathered 

rock. 

This overhanging wall has a rib or buttress running down from its highest point with sculptured 

rock on either side. The routes are described from right to left, starting to the right of the central 

rib. An abseil rope is worth taking to save a long walk round or an awkward downclimb. All 

routes were cleaned on abseil and some loose and friable rock removed. They were then either 

soloed or rope-soloed. The first four routes start from the top of a 5m high pinnacle next to the 

base of the cliff. 

 

Scooped Up   18m   VS 4b 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Climb the weathered scoops to the right of the rib to end up right of a large block at the top. 

From the top of the pinnacle step across to the worn scoop and follow to a tricky long reach to 

the next worn scoop above. Move up friable horizontal rocks to the top. 

 

Scoop Arete   18m   E1 5a 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Climb the front of the rib at its steepest on good but worrying holds. Step from the pinnacle to 

the overhanging rock of the rib and climb up overhangs to easier ground and a sit down near 

the top. Finish near route 1. 

 

Guano Groove   18m   VS 4b 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Climbs the deep groove to the left of the rib. Step from the pinnacle to the left of the rib and 

climb steeply to a ledge at the start of the guano covered groove. Follow the groove easily past 

a nest to a steep exit onto jugs on the headwall and finish next to the large block. 

Variation:   HVS 5a 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Follow Guano Groove to the nest then make moves left over steep ground on good holds to 

finish to the right of the block at the top. 

 

To the left of Guano Groove a compact wall restricts easy access to the steep headwall. A right 

to left diagonal line runs from Guano Groove under this compact section of wall to end above 

a second rib or buttress not as impressive as the right-hand one. 
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Rib Corner Right-Hand   15m   S 4a 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

From below the left-hand overhanging rib climb a short easy wall to the corner to the right of 

the rib, follow the corner to a ledge. Step up and right on big holds to a steep finish. 

 

Spare Rib   15m   HVS 4c 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Climb the front of the rib on several steep weathered holds. 

 

Rib Corner Left-Hand   15m   HS 4b 

Brian Davison, 31 Oct 2008 

Start left of the rib and climb up the corner on its left-hand side. 

 

Cove Rib   25m   M 

Brian Davison, 29 Oct 2008 

The left arete of the wall offers an enjoyable climb to a grassy finish. A useful descent in dry 

conditions. 

 

MULL OF KINTYRE 
Picnic Rock 
(NR 7692 1560)   ALT 3M   EAST FACING 

This crag is on the east coast of the peninsula, not far south of Campbeltown, and might be 

justified for those with an hour to fill. 

A small sandstone crag on the east side of the Mull. It is clearly seen when approaching from 

Southend, on the north side of a bay when the coastal road comes down to the shore at Corphin 

Bridge after a long spell high up. Or nearer approaching from Campbeltown. Park at the side 

of the road at NR 7685 1552. The rock is poor quality and the crag short but worth a visit with 

the family for a picnic! 

Approach: Walk down to the beach and along to the crag in 2mins. 

Descent: Probably abseil from the tree at the top. 

 

Loaded   7m   E2 6a 

M.Robson, T.Ward, 4 May 1998 

Climbs a hanging crack and arete. Start at some graffiti, pull up and use a hidden hold to reach 

right into the crack which leads to a ledge. Continue up the arete. 

 

The Adjuster   7m   VS 4c 

M.Robson, T.Ward, 4 May 1998 

Right of the arete is a hanging chimney-crack with a tree in it. Climb the centre of the wall 

right of this. 

 

Borgadalemore Point  
(NR 632 059)   NON-TIDAL   SOUTH FACING 

A nice wee crag, Borgadalemore is the most worthwhile of the outlying areas, it’s a longish 

walk for small routes, but they are good and the setting is great. There’s probably scope for 

other routes and some good bouldering nearby. Park at NR 633 075. 

Approach: Walk along the forest break, then the forest itself for 30m to the flat shoulder of 

moorland and head straight down to Borgadalemore Point. 25mins down, 40mins back! 
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Central Crack   10m   VS 5a 

S.McSporran, D.McAlister, May 2007 

The most obvious central line, harder than it looks. Climb the groove, then the crack, then the 

upper corner. 

 

Left-Hand Crack   10m   VS 5a 

M.Osborne, S.McSporran, May 2007 

The crack and flake system left of Central Crack, steep start easing higher. 

 

Unnamed   10m   E1 5b 

M.Osborne, S.McSporran, May 2007 

Right of the central crack, gain the corner just left of the arête from the right hand side via a 

large flake and a mantelshelf through steep ground. 

 

Earadale Point  
(NR 597 174)   NON-TIDAL   SOUTH FACING 

The climbing is found on some small free standing pinnacles at Earadale Point. Again some 

nice routes, but it is very remote with a long walk in! 

Approach: Either on the Kintrye Way through Innean’s Glen to Innean’s Bay and turn north 

or nicer and more sporting along various coastal tracks going south to it. Park at NR 626 192 

just short of Ballygrogan Farm. 

 

Flying V   12m   VS 4b 

M.Osborne, S.McSporran, Jun 2004 

Climb up to and into the big V-groove. 

 

Davie’s Route   9m   HVS 5b 

D.McAlister, S.Mcsporran, Jun 2004 

Up the obvious steep corner-line direct.  

 

Sandy’s Route   10m   VS 4c 

S.Mcsporran, D.McAlister, Jun 2004 

Grooves and cracks on the south side of the pinnacles, to the top. 

 

Craigaig 
(NR 612 191)   NON-TIDAL   SOUTH FACING 

Cragaig is close to Campbeltown but is still a bit of a walk, but its proximity to habitation 

means it’s quicker to get to than the Mull from Campbeltown, but not as good. The climbing 

is found not the obvious big cliff, but on a small bluff just south of the large headland. Park in 

Ballygrogan Farm gated car park (NR 626 192). There is scope in this area for more routes and 

the big cliff on the headland has had some exploration, but no routes as yet: it’s pretty 

adventurous! 25min walk in. 

 

Don’t Step Back   8m   HVS 5a 

S.McSporran, D.McAlister, Jul 2003 

The steep groove line on the right side of the crag. 
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VS Route   8m   VS 4b 

M.Osborne S.McSporran, Sep 2014 

Up the wall above and left of the ‘traversing crack’, quite ‘out there’ but easy. 

 

Traversing Crack   8m   E1 5c 

M.Osborne, S.McSporran, Sep 2014 

On the left side of the crag is a prominent shield of smooth rock, a small finger crack traverses 

diagonally across it. Gain the crack from the left and traverse right to gain anchors at the top. 

Dogged and awaiting a clean ascent. 

 

Steep Corner   8m   5b 

M.Osborne, S.McSporran, Sep 2014 

The obvious corner-line on left side of the crag. 

 

ARDNAMURCHAN 
Ben Hiant 
(NM 538 632)   ALT 400M   NORTH FACING 

Ben Hiant (528m) is the highest mountain in Ardnamurchan. There are currently two winter 

climbs on it, both climbed under exceptionally snowy conditions, after a long cold snap with 

snow down to sea-level. 

Approach: Park in an old gravel pit south of Loch Mudle on the B8007 and walk in past the 

end of the north-east bounding ridge of the hill at (NM 547 642). The path marked on the map 

has long since overgrown. Head west until the corrie opens out and follow the burn south, up 

and into the corrie; allow 1hr. 

Descent: Via the north-east ridge. 

 

North Face Route   130m   III 

D.Virdee, A.Briggs, 30 Dec 2000 

Follow a steep direct line straight up to the bottom left toe of the large buttress which starts at 

about three-quarters height on the north-east face. A poorly protected rake leads diagonally 

right up over a rock step for 30m until easier mixed ground is reached on the right shoulder of 

the face. Follow this shoulder, trending leftwards to the top where a slight steepening leads to 

the summit cairn. 

 

North-West Ridge   130m   II 

D.Virdee, L.Curtis, 31 Dec 2000 

This takes the north-west ridge starting at (NM 535 635). Climb snow slopes to meet the ridge, 

then go easily over mixed ground passing a couple of steep rock steps to reach the summit. The 

corrie floor can be regained by an easy gully to the west. 

 

GLEN NEVIS 
Two Pine Crag 
(NN 1514 6870)   ALT 180M   SOUTH FACING 

This vegetated buttress is situated directly above Cavalry Crack Buttress, up and left of 

Pandora’s and to the left of Tiny Buttress. The crag comprises two slabs separated by a tree 

filled gully. Two big pine trees grow near the top. Hamlet and Secretaries Buttress lie just 

above. 
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No Wire   25m   D 

Loch Eil Centre, 18 Mar 1972 

Climb the generally clean ridge left of and slightly below the main crag, hidden amongst the 

trees. 

 

Wee Wire   25m   S 

K.Schwartz, S.Crymble, 27 Feb 1970 

Start 12m left of the central gully. Trend right, then finish direct or more easily to the left along 

an obvious fault. 

 

Grope   25m   VD 

Loch Eil Centre, 12 Apr 1974 

This is the shallow heathery groove 4m left of the central gully. 

 

Two Pines   35m   S 

K.Johnson, F.Munday, 1963 

Start at the lowest rocks, mid-way between the two Pines high up on the face. Go straight up 

to a tiny tree at 8m, then trend left towards a small oak. Climb a crack on the right to the big 

Pine. Finish up either of the two cracks above. This is the least vegetated route on the crag. 

 

Calluna   20m   VD 

K.Schwartz, 12 Oct 1969 

Start just right of Two Pines, veering towards the circular crowned pine on the right. 

 

Two Pine Gully Edge   30m   D 

K.Schwartz & party, 20 Apr 1969 

Climb the edge right of the gully to the crown pine. 

 

Pinnacle Ridge - Traverse Lines 
2a Soap on a Rope   18m   E4 6a * 

T.Ballard, 27 Oct 2004 

Follow Soap Suds to beneath the roof. Go right to the diamond shaped spike of Sugar Puff Kid, 

descending slightly, traverse right crossing Chalky Wall, Clapham Junction to Severe Crack 

and down climb this to finish.  Well protected by small cams and wires. 

 

9a  Dope on a Rope  16m  E4 6a 

T.Ballard, 27 Oct 2004 

Traverse left from the large jammed block of Severe Crack crossing Clapham Junction and 

Chalky Wall to the diamond spike on Sugar Puff Kid. Reach into the roof of Soap Suds and 

reverse this to finish. 
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10a  Counter Revolutionary   20m   E5/6 6a * 

T.Ballard, 25 Sep 2004 

This climbs diagonally from the foot of the side wall to the top left.  Traverse left from 2m up 

Pinnacle Ridge crossing Severe Crack and Clapham Junction to reach the diagonal flake on 

Chalky Wall.  Continue up and left to the diamond spike on Sugar Puff Kid.  Continue along 

the roof of Soap Suds to break out of the left side up the steep wall to finish. 

 

10b  Stones and Feathers   20m   E3 6a 

T.Ballard, 13 March 2004 

From 5m up Pinnacle Ridge, step left to Severe Crack and on to the traverse of Clapham 

Junction. At its end, take the diagonal crack to finish. 

 

An Steall 
The rock on the left side of the impressive Steall Waterfall has been climbed, trees on the left 

providing belays. Gradings quoted vary from Mod. to Severe, depending upon the line taken. 

The easiest descent is by abseiling from the trees on the left. During prolonged cold spells An 

Steall provides by far the best low level winter climb of the area, at Grade III or harder, again 

depending upon the line taken. 

 

Trillian Slabs 
(NN 1810 6825)   ALT 280M   NORTH FACING 

This is the area of north facing rock to the left (east) of the waterfall. 

Approach: Cross the wire bridge at Steall and follow the path underneath the waterfall. Take 

a zigzagging line up the tree covered slopes to the bottom of the first route. 

Descent: The easiest descent is to abseil. 

 

Mostly Harmless   125m   E2 

D.Smith, D.Murray, 8 Aug 1997 

Start 100m left of An Steall at a ramp below a yellow triangular overhang. 

1. 35m 5c  Climb a marble slab to the top left side of an overhanging corner. Move up the short 

slab and go left along very overhung holds until below a block. Exit the left side of the block 

with aid. 

2. 15m 4b  Climb the corner above and cross vegetation to a vertical wall. 

3. 45m 4c  Climb the bulge above and slightly right to a small ramp trending left and up along 

an obvious line to a belay. 

4. 30m 4a  Go straight over slabs to the top. 

 

Infinite Improbability Drive   100m   HVS 

D.Smith, D.Murray, 8 Aug 1997 

A rising traverse up the far left side of the slabs in fine surroundings. Start at the lowest point 

of the slabs. 

1. 4b  Follow fault-lines on a leftward rising traverse to a belay on a grass ledge. 

2. 4c  Continue up along the same line and climb a small overlap at about its mid-point. Keep 

rising left (poorly protected) to a grass ledge. Climb the obvious right-slanting crack to belay 

under a bulge below the right-hand arete. 

3. 5a  Tiptoe across the damp scoop to the left side of the arete, then swing out and climb the 

arete. Belay in a small cave at the top. A bold pitch. 
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Steall Hut Crag 
(NN 1764 6825)   ALT 270M   NORTH FACING 

This impressive crag lies, not surprisingly, on the hillside behind Steall Hut, to the right of the 

waterfall. It is now Glen Nevis’s only sport climbing venue with, to date, 20 bolted lines, 

including the first in the area, Steall Appeal. Scottish Sport Climbs 

(www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs) details these lines and the 

following descriptions are for the remaining trad routes. 

The crag is slow to dry, although some of the routes on the frontal face should be climbable 

during inclement weather. The crag is also one of the most sheltered in the Glen, so be prepared 

for midges. On the left is a slabby wall whilst the main face is very steep. This is dominated by 

a shallow cave in its centre base with a groove system above and a superb diagonal crack 

cutting rightwards across the face from the cave’s lip. 

Approach: Cross the wire bridge at Steall and head diagonally up the hillside behind the hut. 

Descent: Either side of the crag. 

 

1  Steallyard Blues   30m   E2 5b 

W.Jeffrey, N.Williams, 31 Jul 1983 

A poorly protected line up the slabby left wall of the crag. Move left towards the corner near 

the top, climbing the steep wall immediately to its right. Now vegetated. 

 

2  Lame Beaver   25m   E7 6b *** 

K.Howett, 31 May 1985 (2 rest points); FFA: D.Cuthbertson, 25 May 1987 

An excellent pitch and, for those operating at the grade, a reasonable proposition to attempt 

onsight.  Sustained with sparse but adequate protection breaching the left side of the extremely 

overhanging front face. Start at the left end of the wall, about 2m from the left edge. Climb up 

past a shield of rock - avoiding clipping -the bolts at the start - heading for an obvious hold in 

the apex of the niche above (protection, including a Hex1). Undercling the roof system 

rightwards with difficulty and move into the niche on the right. Pull over, go slightly left, then 

up and right using a good hidden pocket to gain the base of a quartz crack. Finish up this with 

further interest. 

 

4  Arcadia   25m   E7 6b (F8a) *** 

G.Latter, 20 Sep 1993 (redpointed) 

A route which might be much improved by the removal of aging fixed gear and the placement 

of a few extra bolts.  In its current state take a selection of wires and cams for the finishing 

section and for backing up the in-situ wires and pegs.  Start at the right edge of the shallow 

cave in the middle of the crag, climb up and pull out right of the cave past bolts to good holds 

(common with Leopold, F8a), now attack the left-slanting crack, finishing up the final twin 

cracks (often wet). 

 

6  Watermark   25m   E4 6a 

G.Latter, 23 May 1989 

The diagonal crack-line bounding the right edge of the face. Start just right of the crack. Gain 

a flat hold and a hidden incut just to its right, and pull left to good incuts at the back of the 

ramp. Continue up the crack using good holds on the right wall to move left to a prominent 

undercut flake. Make a hard move to gain the ledge above, then pull up left to finish up an easy 

(often wet) corner. 

 

http://www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs
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LOCH LINNHE 
Dallen’s Rock 
(NM 930 485)   ALT 50M   WEST FACING 

This quartzite crag overlooks the A828 Oban to Ballachulish road at Lettershuna, just north of 

Portnacroish, Appin. It is about 13 miles (21km) north of Connel and 18 miles (29km) south 

of the Ballachulish bridge. The climbing looks worthwhile on clean rock but the approach is a 

battle, despite being very short. As with most quartzite crags, the rock should be treated with 

care in places. The crag dries quickly and receives the benefit of any late afternoon and evening 

sun. 

There are vague plans to bolt the crag, as it is near the road and poorly protected with trad gear, 

apart from pegs which are probably very rusty. Part of the plan is to cut an approach path 

through the rhododendrons. 

Directions: Heading south from Ballachulish on the A828, Shuna Island becomes visible out 

to sea. Soon there is a very large lay-by some 200m long. Just beyond this is a sharp left turn, 

during which the crag can be seen to the south (also from the south end of the long lay-by). 

The road then bends right to maintain its direction. Just here, park on a short section of old road 

outside Appin Lodge (NN 9311 4889). 

Approach: Walk 250m up the road to a wide entrance to Lettershuna Riding Centre. The crag 

is above in the forest and can just be seen from a short distance up the road. The problem is 

how to get to it through rhododendrons. Either start at a slight clearing immediately above the 

wide entrance and fight your way diagonally right to the left end of the crag, or go (exactly) 

160m from the top end of the entrance and head up through a shorter section of thick 

rhododendrons to a much easier left trend to the right end of the crag, where the routes lie, 

15mins. This is easier but harder to find from the road, but definitely recommended for the 

return. 

Descent: By abseil from trees. 

 

The crag is characterised by a large roof at two-thirds height and a steep slabby wall below the 

roof on the right side of the slab (The Golden Slab). 

 

Skywalker   30m   E1 5b 

S.Kennedy, D.Ritchie, 3 Sep 1991 

A wildly exposed route in its upper reaches, which climbs leftwards across the entire crag, 

before cutting back right above the main roof. Start 3m to the left of a tree near the right end 

of the crag, at an obvious break running leftwards across the lower part of the crag. Climb 

easily along the ramp past a huge recess (slightly loose) to a ledge on the extreme left of the 

main face. Climb back up diagonally rightwards onto the hanging ramp above the main roof. 

Continue to the far right end of the ramp, moving beneath a small nose mid-way. A final 

awkward move at the end of the ramp leads to a tree belay. 
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The Golden Slab   30m   E1 5b * 

S.Kennedy, C.Grindley, 6 May 1991 

A fine route which utilises the maximum height of the crag, climbing the striking slabby wall 

mentioned in the introduction. Start just left of the tree, as for Skywalker. Climb the ramp for 

2m before pulling out rightwards onto the slabby wall. Climb the centre of the wall in the 

general line of the obvious brown streak (runners in horizontal breaks). Move out right just 

below the roof to the right arete and a small ledge. Climb the steep wall above (2PR) for 5m 

(crux), then pull out left below a bulge. Continue up to a ledge and follow it out right before 

moving back up left to a tree belay. 

 

Power of the West   30m   E1 5b 

S.Kennedy, C.Grindley, 12 May 1991 

This route takes the vague corner-line directly behind the tree near the right side of the crag, 

just right of The Golden Slab. The tree has grown close to the crag so the start will be through 

it. Climb the steep corner for 10m to the last of the three small rocky beaks which bounds the 

right edge of the slabby wall just below the roof. Finish up the final crux wall of The Golden 

Slab. 

 

Stac an Eich 
(NN 0309 5928)   ALT 100M   NORTH-WEST FACING 

Three routes on a slab to the right of Appin Groove are no longer climbable due to a fallen tree 

which covers the slab. 

 

Red Fox   10m   E1 5a 

P.Long, E.Grindley, G.Libeks, 15 Nov 1981 

The left edge of the slab is unprotected. 

 

An eliminate between the two previous climbs has been squeezed in at 5c. Again, it is not to 

be fallen from. 

 

Old Fox   10m   E1 5b * 

E.Grindley, 25 Mar 1982 

Climb the weakness in the centre of the slab, with a hard unprotected move to gain the overlap. 

Step right and go up to the top. 

 

Cracks   10m   VS 4c 

E.Grindley, 1981 

The cracks in the right wall of the gully are dirty and the rock requires care. 

 

A rather broken upper crag lies further up and right of the main crag, across a stream and then 

slightly down. It is dominated by a narrow deceptively steep slab on its right edge. This is now 

very overgrown. 

 



HIGHLAND OUTCROPS SOUTH, 2016 – FURTHER ROUTES © The Scottish Mountaineering Club 
 

Page 27 

Death’s Distance   30m   E3 5b * 

1987 

Bold wall climbing, almost entirely protected by small RPs. Start beneath the centre of the slab. 

Climb to good holds at 5m, then move right and up past a crack (good RP3 placement at the 

top end of the undercut flake below the overlap - difficult to place). Move left into a shallow 

incipient groove, then go directly up on good edges past a long reach to an easing in the angle. 

Pull onto the rounded slab and step right to a good spike runner. Continue up the easier rounded 

edge to finish. 

 

KINLOCHLEVEN 
Lying at the head of Loch Leven, this village was effectively by-passed on the opening of the 

Ballachulish Bridge. Recently it has seen some rejuvenation and there are now better facilities 

to cater for walkers passing through on the West Highland Way. Although a bit of a backwater 

as far as climbing is concerned, and with so many more impressive cliffs in nearby Glen Coe, 

these small crags are worth a visit for an enthusiast who is sufficiently keen to walk almost past 

the Ice Factor, with its climbing wall, ice wall and cafe. No one seems to have climbed on them 

for many years and they will need cleaning, but B Station Buttress looks exciting and the locals 

have not forgotten about it. 

 

Torr Garbh 
(NN 1973 6177)   ALT 80M   SOUTH-WEST FACING 

Locally known as The Boulder, this small crag provides good bouldering and some short routes 

up to 10m on excellent quartz studded and pocketed mica-schist. In 2013 the routes all needed 

brushing and the grades looked hard. There is limited protection and many routes have not been 

led; they are given technical grades only. There is some local talk about bolting the wall. 

Directions: From the centre of Kinlochleven, turn up a road signposted to Grey Mare’s Tale 

waterfall. The turning is at the doctors’ surgery. Turn right towards the Grey Mare’s Tale car 

park but continue past it to the end of the road and a small parking place beside a shed (NN 

1917 6186). 

Approach: Walk up a path which is a continuation of the road until it splits into three. One 

path goes alongside the river and one goes directly away. Take a middle one which goes 

diagonally uphill, then goes parallel but well above the river. After about 10mins, a crag is seen 

through the trees some 100m above the path. It isn’t very obvious in summer but can still be 

seen. Head direct, 12mins. 

 

From left to right, the routes are: Left-Hand Crack 4b; Magic Fingers 5b; Harry the Bastard's 

Coming Out Party 5a; A Bit Thin E1 5c; The Bulge 6b; No Brain No Pain 5b; Electric City 

Blues VS 5a and Diagonal Crack VS 4c. 

 

B Station Buttress 
(NN 1971 6156 - TOP)   ALT 20M   NORTH-EAST FACING 

This is potentially a fine mica-schist crag overhanging the river Leven but the problem of 

access due to the river mean that it has never become popular. Another problem is that the best 

view is from across the river but it can only be crossed at low water. Even accessing the routes 

would not be possible at high water, although the second pitches could be reached by abseil. 

As a result, the routes needed cleaning in 2014 but looked good, especially as many follow 

steep crack-lines. The grades are unchecked but may be undergraded. 
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Approach:  For the view of the crag, and if the river is low, approach as for Torr Garbh but 

leave the path almost immediately after it, before it starts to descend. Head to a knoll, then 

another knoll and descend a ridge to reach a platform above river level and with a good view 

of the crag, 15mins. The river must be crossed just above the crag. Only the brave will trust 

potentially slippery boulders but it can be paddled. 

The better alternative, especially for those who know the crag, is to follow the West Highland 

Way from the parking place. It soon crosses the river. Continue up the Way for about 10mins 

to an easing in angle and where the B station and its large pipes are seen on the left. Cross the 

pipes to a tiny knoll behind the building, then go straight down a slight ridge to a small clearing 

on a promontory overlooking the river. This is the cliff-top. Descend rightwards (looking 

down) to reach a large boulder in the river, and from which all the routes start. There used to 

be a peg belay in the centre of the crag and used for a middle belay by several routes. If the 

river was high and pitch 1 to be missed, this could be reached by abseil from a tree above. The 

pegs are unlikely to be safe but may be unnecessary with modern gear; the routes have not been 

climbed for many years.  

 

Route I   25m   VS 4c 

Step off the boulder and go up a black scoop straight through the traverse, with an awkward 

move onto a tapering ramp. Finish up this. 

 

All the following routes, apart from the Girdle, have the same start but diverge higher up. 

 

Route II   25m   VS 4c 

Traverse right just above the water to a crack. Go up the crack to a ledge, then climb the slightly 

wider crack to the traverse fault. Continue straight up an obvious line of holds to finish at the 

same point as Route I. 

 

The Big Crack   25m   HVS 5a * 

Start as for Route II. Traverse right from below the first ledge to a point below the prominent 

wide crack. Move through the overlap directly below the crack to reach a traverse fault, then 

climb the crack itself. 

 

Route IV   HVS 5a 

Climb the wall just to the right of the previous route. 

 

Route V   25m   HVS 5a 

Move left 5m from the peg belay and climb straight up an obvious line of good holds to finish 

on easy ground. 

 

Route VI   30m   HVS 5b 

Climb the right-trending diagonal crack, reached from the traverse. 

 

Route VII   30m   HVS 5a 

This is the left-slanting diagonal crack. Climb onto a ledge above the peg belay, then finish up 

the crack with some loose holds. 
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Twisting by the Pool   25m   HVS 5a 

F.Coleman, P.Anderson, 1989 

Climb onto the ledge above the pegs and make a rising traverse right under the roof. Finish out 

right steeply on good holds. This pitch can be gained from the bottom of the scoop at the right-

hand end of The Girdle by moving left just above the waterline into a crack which leads to the 

peg belay. 

 

The Girdle   50m   HS *** 

Atmospheric climbing, taking the obvious fault-line at one-third height, usually followed from 

left to right. Step off the boulder to gain the fault and follow it to belay at a clutch of pegs 

(30m). Continue round arete and move down into a scoop to finish on the far right of the crag 

(20m). Either reverse the route or scramble up a dirty gully on the right. 

 

There is a small outcrop on the other side of river which provides good bouldering and four 

short routes from VS to HVS. There is also good traversing in summer of the entire walls of 

the River Leven from the footbridge to the B-Station. 

On the lower slopes of Garbh Bheinn (at NN 178 616, above the Doctor’s House, just before 

descending into the village) is Wilson’s Wall, a 15m slabby north-west facing buttress 

containing Into the Sun VS 5a 1988, which follows a groove and cracks just right of a left-

facing corner. Further up the hill, Chris’s Climb VD 1988, takes an obvious groove up a pink 

area of rock. Earlier ascents may have occurred. 

 

Creag Mhor 
(NN 044 612) 

The crag is overgrown by rhododendrons and access is only by crawling through them. It is 

hard to see the crag through them (but you can touch it) so it is unlikely to be clean enough to 

climb. 

This is a unique south facing crag composed entirely of quartz. It sits above a small quarry on 

the roadside at the bend. 

Approach: Park immediately south of the Highland View B&B in front of some garages (NN 

0432 6111). Walk 100m east (towards Glen Coe) along the pavement to an overgrown shallow 

quarry at the roadside. Head up its left side and crawl through rhododendrons to reach the crag. 

Its base is so overgrown that features can’t be seen. 

 

The main features are two roofs slanting across the highest section and a striking crack to the 

right. 

 

Christie’s Crack   40m   HVS 

K.Johnstone, D.Partridge, 1978 

At the left edge of the main wall is a left-slanting corner. 

1. 10m 4b  Go up the corner (loose) to a small tree belay a few metres below a larger tree. 

2. 30m 4c  Move 10m right to a dark broken corner and climb this, exiting to the right. 

 

Left-Hand Crack   35m   E1 5b 

K.Spence, A.Fyffe, 1971 

Climb the crack line which slants left to the right-hand end of the lower roof. Pull over this and 

follow the crack leftwards to the next roof. Move right to finish. 
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Tao Mood   35m   E3 5c * 

P.Potter, A.MacDonald, 10 Jun 1990 

Start midway between the cracks at a cleaned line on the lower wall. Climb to a ledge before 

making a sharp pull onto the lower slab. Follow this direct via a ragged fault before an awkward 

step up leads to Right-Hand Crack. Climb the left side of this for 4m (useful to place some gear 

here) before quitting it for a shallow left-facing groove, gained by a difficult move (crux) 

through a bulge. Belay on trees well back. 

 

Right-Hand Crack   35m   E1 5b 

K.Spence, A.Fyffe, 1971 

Climb the crack which twists first right then left some 5m right of Left-Hand Crack. 

 

Onich Slab Area 
The following two routes are somewhere in the valley with the Onich Slab but have overgrown 

and not been found. 

  

Animal   30m   HVS 4c * 

M.Charlton, C.Henderson, Feb 1986 

The rippled slab at the far right end of the crag has good rock, if it has not been overgrown 

again. 

 

Mitchell’s Crack   30m   HVS 5a 

1980s 

This is the crack along at the far end of the gorge. 

 

Creag Dubh na Caillich 
(NN 1542 7634)   ALT 170M   NORTH-NORTH-WEST FACING 

The crag is extremely overgrown and hidden by trees which have grown almost to the height 

of the crag, as well as almost touching it. It is not worth a visit until at least after the forest has 

been felled. 

Approach: Park at the North Face car park (NN 1449 7641). Follow the track towards Ben 

Nevis but when its footpath turns right (signposted Allt a’ Mhuilinn), continue leftwards on the 

track for130m. Turn right (uphill) on a mountain bike track to reach a level section. Go left 

along this for 50m and turn right again. Long hairpins reach the west end of a forestry track. 

Follow the track east for 600m until the crag can be seen up a narrow forest ride. Go up this 

and reach the right end of the crag. Make a descending traverse left under the crag to see it all. 

 

The Kiss of the Spiderwoman   25m   E3 5b 

G.Latter, B.McDermott, 21 Jul 1986 

This climb takes the longest part of the wall on the left side of the crag. Climb a line just left 

of a broken arete (serious) to reach eventually good holds and protection at a good block. Go 

up a thin finger crack to a ledge and continue direct to a tree belay on the top. 

 

The Big Tree   10m   HVS 5a 

G.Latter, B.McDermott, 21 Jul 1986 

A wall and a short crack lead directly to the large tree left of the centre of the crag. 

 

Many easier routes have been climbed by B.McDermott, all on good rock and following 

obvious lines. 
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GLENFINNAN 
Railway Buttresses 
These accessible buttresses lie just west of the Visitor Centre at Glenfinnan, on the south side 

of the road and across the railway. They catch the eye when driving east towards Fort William 

and were the “in place” in 1984. They have had few visits in recent years and most of the routes 

need recleaning, although some would not need much. The stars are the original, as giving them 

none in their present state would tell you nothing. 

Directions: If driving west from Fort William along the A830, park in a layby 2.3 miles west 

of the Visitor Centre at NM 8732 8169. It is also possible to park about 400m further on to get 

a good view of the buttresses (NM 8696 8152). 

Approach: Walk 80m west along the road, then head direct to the chosen crag. The shallow 

stream will either have to be paddled or splashed across quickly with boots, 15mins. 

 

The crags comprise of a series of buttresses divided by trees and slanting away from the road. 

 

Cave Buttress 
When seen from the parking space, this small buttress lies about 400m to the left of Dancing 

Buttress at the same height across a belt of trees. It has a dark recess on its right with a sharp 

arete to the right again. 

 

A Simple Twist of Fate   15m   HVS 5c 

Unknown, 1984 

Start at the bottom left side of the arete. Climb the arete, then follow a V-groove to the top. 

 

Dancing Buttress 
(NM 8735 8134)   ALT 130M   NORTH-WEST FACING 

This is the lowest and furthest left of the main buttresses. The stars are the originals but the 

buttress was lichenous in 2013 and the routes will need recleaning; the grades may also be stiff. 

It is characterised by several bands of overhangs running across the lowest third of the buttress, 

and rising through these is a large open right-facing groove with a triangular overhang at half-

height on the rib on its left. Towards the right side is a conspicuous vertical recess containing 

a tree and with a very sharp rib forming its left side. Further right the rock is vegetated in its 

lower half. 

Descent: Well to the left. 

 

Don’t Fear the Reaper   25m   E3 5c * 

D.Armstrong, E.Grindley, 9 Jul 1984 

Some 10m left of the recess, the initial band of roofs form a large oval overhang with a slight 

break to the right. Climb the break and traverse left to gain a standing position on top of the 

oval overhang. Step left and climb a shallow unprotected groove to the next overhang. Step left 

again and go up into the wide groove for a short way. Move left around the rib, then climb 

slightly rightwards to the top. 

 



HIGHLAND OUTCROPS SOUTH, 2016 – FURTHER ROUTES © The Scottish Mountaineering Club 
 

Page 32 

Reaper Direct   25m   E3 5c ** 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 7 Aug 1984 

Continue up the wide groove to the next roof, step right and climb the groove above. More 

sustained quality and difficulty than the original. 

 

Scaredevil   25m   E3 5c 

D.Armstrong, E.Grindley, 7 Aug 1984 

Between Reaper Direct and Danceclass is the prominent rib with the triangular overhang about 

10m up. Gain it from the foot of the open groove on Danceclass and follow it with a move up 

and left, almost into Reaper Direct, before heading back right to the top. A fine line, though 

rather contrived and not over protected. 

 

Danceclass   25m   E3 5c ** 

D.Armstrong, E.Grindley, 8 Jul 1984 

Start 4m right of Reaper Direct and climb a slight break through several bands of overhangs 

into the open right-facing groove. Climb this trending right. Sustained and interesting climbing, 

but not well protected. 

 

Pas de Deux   25m   E1 5b * 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 7 Aug 1984 

Start below the sharp rib forming the left edge of the recess. Move up to the triangular overhang 

at the foot of the rib, then traverse left below a small band of overhangs for 3m. Pull over the 

overhang and climb the slab slightly leftwards. The overhang move is rather strange. 

 

Eegy Weegy   25m   E2 5b 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 8 Jul 1984 

Start as for Pas de Deux and gain a standing position on the triangular overhang. Climb the 

sharp flake above, then go up just left of the rib. There are some very friable holds. 

 

Macdonald Buttress 
MacDonald Buttress is situated immediately left of and at the same altitude as Roof Buttress, 

separated from it by a tree-filled gully. To the left and below the buttress is a slanting grassy 

ramp which narrows and becomes rocky as it gains height. An obvious crack is the main feature 

of the buttress. 

 

Free Style   35m   VS 4b 

K.MacDonald, R.Lee, Aug 1984 

Climb the obvious but rather dirty crack starting from a chimney. 

 

Roof Buttress 
(NM 8729 8122)   ALT 165M   WEST-NORTH-WEST FACING 

This is the furthest right of the buttresses. It is impressive and obviously once gave good 

climbing. The first four routes are not too lichenous and should clean quickly. The peg runners 

on the right side have probably rusted away but are still described for information. The most 

obvious feature of the buttress is a large horizontal roof band cutting across the central part of 

the buttress about 20m up. Immediately right of the buttress is a steep stream gully. 

Descent: The best descent is to come down well to the right of the stream gully. 
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1  Absent Friends   45m   VS * 

B.Sprunt, I.Sykes, 1973 

Start just right of a chimney, some 10m right of the tree-filled gully at the left side of the 

buttress. 

1. 30m 4c  Climb up, then move rightwards before heading up left to the right end of a large 

terrace. 

2. 15m 4a  Climb the easy angled rib above the right side of the terrace. 

 

 
 

Next right is a rockfall scar with a heather ledge ending above its right end. 

 

2  Even the Camels are Weird   25m   E3 5c * 

D.Armstrong, E.Grindley, 12 Aug 1984 

A steep route which is not over protected in the lower part. Gain the middle of the heather ledge 

and traverse 3m left to near its end. Climb straight up the wall passing just left of Ghost Train 

(the left end of the roof) to the right end of the terrace. 
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3  Ghost Train   45m   E2 * 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 9 Aug 1984 

1. 30m 5c  From the heather ledge, climb an open groove to the left end of the roof. Traverse 

left a short way (crux) until clear of the roof. Follow a couple of scoops and step right to a 

small stance above and 5m right of the terrace. 

2. 15m 5b  Step left and climb a right-slanting crack in the rib. 

 

4  Callop Junction   55m   HVS ** 

I.Sykes, W.Stitt, 1973 

Start 3m right of Ghost Train, immediately right of the heather ledge. 

1. 35m 5a  Climb to a rock ledge at 8m, then go slightly right to the roof. Traverse right to 

Hunchback and follow this through the roof to the stance. Care is needed to avoid rope drag. 

2. 20m 4b  Step left and climb to the top via a chimney. 

 

5  Cat People   25m   HVS 5a 

D.Armstrong, A.Wright,19 Aug 1984 

About 3m right of Ghost Train is a shallow yellow groove with a couple of flakes. Climb the 

groove slightly rightwards to the roof. Move right to a peg and either abseil off or continue as 

for Callop Junction. 

 

6  Hunchback   55m   E1 

E.Grindley, M.Ross, 27 May 1984 

This route is well worth doing, but it should be avoided in the nesting season. Start below the 

break in the right side of the roof, just right of a heather ledge at head height. 

1. 30m 5b  Climb straight up to the break, the final 6m being the hardest. Go through the break, 

then climb up for a few metres before traversing left to a small grass stance. 

2. 25m 5b  Traverse up rightwards and pull up a short buttress to easier ground. 

 

7  Humfibacket   55m   HVS * 

I.Sykes, G.Smith, 1973 

Start just right of Hunchback. 

1. 35m 5a  Climb past a grass ledge to another grass ledge at the foot of a groove leading to the 

roof and an old peg runner. Climb the groove and go over the break, as for Hunchback to its 

stance. 

2. 20m 4b  Finish by the second pitch of Callop Junction. 

 

8  Aosacko   55m   E2 * 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 12 Aug 1984 

This climb is quite sustained above the peg on the first pitch. 

1. 30m 5b  Follow Humfibacket to the old peg runner, then climb slightly rightwards to the 

right end of the roof. Continue in the same line for 5m before stepping right into a corner with 

a tree belay. 

2. 25m 5a  Step back left and go up the left rib of the corner. 

 

9  Corner and Slab   30m   VS 4c 

E.Grindley, D.Armstrong, 12 Aug 1984 

Start two-thirds of the way along the terrace which leads right into the gully from the top of 

Hunchback. Climb a right-facing corner and the slab above. 
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MALLAIG 
Cnoc a’ Bhac Fhalaichte (Tarbet Crag) 
(NM 795 920)   ALT 120M   SOUTH-WEST FACING 

This quick drying crag unfortunately lies 10km from the road end at Bracorina, and is reached 

by the pleasant track along the north shore of Loch Morar. The arduousness of the approach 

would be greatly mitigated by use of the scheduled boat service to Tarbet from Mallaig, or by 

canoe via Loch Morar. 

The left side of the crag consists of very steep walls broken by ledges, and has several 

mysterious metal (belay?) stakes on top. The right side of the crag consists of an impressive 

shield of rock. The following route takes a fine line up this shield: a long slim corner-line facing 

right, and leaning to the right. This is well seen from the cairn at the top of the low pass between 

Tarbet and Swordland. From the cairn, walk up to a gear-up spot below the far right end of the 

cliff. The descent is straightforward, down the gully to the right of the cliff. 

 

Music, Movement and Mime   50m   E3 5c 

M.Harris, D.Ballance, 24 May 1999 

1. 15m  Walk left a few metres from the gear-up spot, then jungle-bash up to belay at the highest 

trees. 

2. 35m 5c  Move up easily at first, then left on to a huge detached block. Go up steep cracks 

above (passing a small tree) to a niche. Stand on a large flake on the right, then move boldly 

up and right (crux) to gain the continuation of the crack-line which is laybacked to a resting 

place. Continue up a shallow right-leaning corner-line to the top. 

 

LOCH LAGGAN, STRATHOSSIAN 
Creagan nan Gabhar 
(NN 4060 7262)   ALT 460M   NORTH FACING 

A brown slab low down on the face and facing Strathossian House. It is clean apart from high 

up but fairly slow to dry. There are three pale streaks, each with a route. 

Approach: Walk direct from a track junction, 12mins. 

Descent: Traverse right and descend grass. 

 

Billy   40m   E1 5a 

B.Davison, A.Nisbet, 30 May 2014 

The left streak starts at the left end of the crag base. Climb the streak to a bulge. Pass this at its 

smaller right side, then trend left up slabs and out on to the left rib of a scoop, before heading 

straight up on less clean slabs. On reaching an overlap, traverse right before a precarious move 

(if wet) leads to a corner and belay. 

 

The Kid   40m   HVS 4c * 

B.Davison, A.Nisbet, 30 May 2014 

Start just right of Billy. Move right over steps to the base of the main white streak. Climb this 

to an easing in angle, then trend left to pass just right of a large clump of vegetation. A runner 

in a corner on Nanny is required by traversing across to it and returning. Go straight up to the 

same belay at a corner. 
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Nanny   40m   E1 5a * 

B.Davison, A.Nisbet, 30 May 2014 

Start up the right edge of the right-hand white streak and continue direct up it until level with 

the clump of vegetation. Step left and finish as for The Kid. 

 

Strathossian Crag 
(NN 4079 7220)   ALT 550M   EAST-NORTH-EAST FACING 

Named as Creagan nan Nead on the 1:25000 map but since the crag on the east of the strath 

also has the same name and this is the less significant crag, it has been given a new name. 

Approach: Direct from the track below. 

Descent: By the grassy buttress to the left (south). 

 

Neds’ Arete   70m   E1 5b 

Brian Davison, Andy Nisbet, 2 Jun 2010 

The route is at the top left side of the crag and follows an arete which is not seen on the approach 

from the north. The route is very vegetated and the grade would be lower if cleaned. Scramble 

up broken ground left of the crag until below the arete, then steep vegetation to reach a tree 

above and right of the base of the arete. 

1. 25m 5b  Climb a short overhanging corner to a ledge on the left. Move left and climb a slab 

to the arete proper. Follow the arete to a ledge. 

2. 45m 5b  Climb a crack near the arete to easier ground and follow this to the top. 

 

LAGGAN 
Creag Ruadh 
(NN 563 909)   ALT 450M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

This crag lies on the hillside above the Black Wood, between Laggan Village and Loch Laggan. 

It is best approached up the side of the wood, through a steep field just east of Inverpattack 

Lodge. The crag is fairly broken and very vegetated. 

 

Pattack View   60m   VD 

D.Lang, 1995 

Start at a cairn at the right-hand side of the western rock mass, at some flat rocks to the right 

of a wild rose bush. Ascend the wall for 5m to a terrace, then climb a rock cone to a steep wall 

with a conspicuous large flake on the left. Climb the wall beside a smaller flake, then move left 

up the rib to finish. 

 

Rowan and Alder Arete   70m   D 

D.Lang, 1995 

From the top of Pattack View, descend a sheep track and cross over to an obvious large rowan 

tree at the base of an arete bounding an open gully. Climb the sharp arete past a rowan tree. 

After a scrappy section, climb easy rock past an alder tree to the top. 

 

Between Two Rooms   50m   VD 

D.Lang, 1995 

This lies to the left of Pattack View. Scramble up to a terrace below a conspicuous left-facing 

corner. Climb the rib to the right of the corner and continue through a small break, passing a 

recent rock scar. 
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DALWHINNIE 
Creag Doire na h-Achlaise 
(NN 609 891)   ALT 500M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

There is a large-looking crag sitting above the beautiful Loch Caoldair 5km north of 

Dalwhinnie. It is however vegetated and can be horribly loose. It is suspected that lots of 

climbers have mistaken this for Dirc Mhor in the past as it is clearly visible from the 

Dalwhinnie to Laggan road and fairly close to the Dirc. This may account for the Dirc's 

neglect.The crags visible on the approach are not as big or as extensive as they appear. The 

best rock lies just around the corner beyond a steep section of loose rock (Leaning Wall). 

Approach: The crag is best approached from the vicinity of the Raeburn Hut on the A889 

between Dalwhinnie and Laggan. There is parking just north of the hut. Take a track through 

the scrub woodlands onto open hillsides which leads to a small boatshed at Loch Caoldair. 

Skirt the loch to the crags. 

Nesting Birds: There are signs of Schedule 1 species on the crags and they should be avoided 

from March to late July. 

 

Main Wall 
To the left of the Leaning Wall the crag gains in height with roofs at mid-height. A gully/ramp 

slants up right above the Leaning Wall, whilst the slope below the Main Wall slants up left into 

a gully on the left. Descent is over the top to come down underneath the Aside Wall, described 

later. 

 

Quartz Boss   65m   E3 * 

R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 20 Jul 1997 

A good climb which will become better when more ascents remove more of the lichen. Start in 

the recess in the base of the gully/ramp. 

1. 55m 5c  Gain a quartz boss from the right. Climb a short steep section and continue to a fine 

quartzy wall, just left of a shallow groove. Step left into the middle of the wall and climb this 

up and right to a smoother section. Pull up right onto the edge, then stretch up left to a 

protruding hold at the base of a short groove. Move up, step right and climb beneath a 

steepening where moves up and right lead via a groove onto a slab. Climb the slab to a belay 

just below a notch at the top of the crag. 

2. 10m  Easy climbing leads to the top. 

 

Centenary Wall   60m   S  

M.Slesser, I.Smart, 7 May 1989 

Crocket, McEwan, Richardson and Walker (SMC) did some routes here prior to this one but 

did not record them. 

This climb is on good rock, further up the slope, well to the left of the gully/ramp, shortly below 

the entrance to the gully at the left end of the crag. 

1. 45m  Climb the steep wall, generously endowed with holds, then traverse to a rib. Climb 

directly to a heathery shelf where a delicate traverse right for 15m is required to gain a good 

belay. 

2. 15m  Climb direct to the top. 

 

Aside Wall 
This lies some 100m across to the left of the base of the Leaning Wall. There are some short 

walls at the start and the crag becomes bigger as the slope rises beneath it to the left. The 

descent from Main Wall passes beneath this wall. 
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Zagaboot   40m   E1 5b  

R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 20 Jul 1997 

Towards the left end is a leaning quartz arete above a roof. A wide fault lies on the left. Climb 

a groove just left of the arete to reach the fault. Move up, then go out right onto the arete. A 

shelf leading right and a higher one going left enable the final dome to be reached. Move up 

and right past some blocks, then climb the dome to the top. Belay well back. 

 

Creag Chathalain 
(NN 492 947) 

This promising-looking crag in the upper Spey valley is up to 100m in height, but it is actually 

very broken and vegetated. One route of Severe standard has been unearthed up the left-hand 

side, which is best left to the plants. 

 

STRATHSPEY 
Creag Dubh 

Winter routes 
Creag Dubh can be used as a valley option for winter climbing in times of bad weather or deep 

powder in the mountains. The slabby lower half of Oui-Oui III is by far the best route. After a 

few hard frosty nights and cold days at valley level, it provides a popular two pitches on 

continuous ice. About once every five years the weather is cold enough for the top half to be 

converted into a huge icicle. It tends to form a lattice of smaller icicles which do not take ice 

protection. It has been led using rock protection on the left to within 6m of the top when a 

potential ground fall persuaded a top rope escape (1986). It was finally climbed in 2010 by 

Scott Muir whose experience on fragile continental icefalls gave him the confidence to try. 

Despite an early start ahead of a thaw (and any sun), it must still have been a tense ascent as 

many nests of loose icicles had to be cleared. The grade of VI,6 might just have allowed for 

better ice. Partially formed icicles are also a big threat to climbers on the normal route, and 

there have been injuries. Several of the other faults have been climbed, usually with a mixture 

of ice, semi-frozen turf and tree belays. The turf takes much longer to freeze than the water of 

Oui-Oui. The lines of Fred and Romp (IV,5 and IV,6) are natural. Also the two big faults left 

of Great Wall, the left being Line Dancing and the right being Paper Trail (both IV,5). Some 

more esoteric lines have been climbed, such as Lethal Affair (V,5) up the fault between Great 

Wall and Lower Central Wall and Turf at the Top (IV,5) which takes a turfy line to finish up 

Raven’s Squawk. Details are contained in the Ben Nevis Rock and Ice Climbs Guide by the 

SMC. 

 

Bedtime Buttress, Lower Right Wall 
The following route has not been repeated and the grades are wrong. Both pitches are at least 

5c and the quartz band is not a natural line. 
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37  Succer   60m   E1 

M.Duff, P.Barrass, 23 Oct 1980 

This route follows the left-slanting diagonal quartz band. Start at an overhanging groove near 

the right end of the crag. 

1. 40m 5a  Climb the groove and quartz to the corner of Gham. Continue round the corner to 

the left following the band of quartz to gain a belay on Porn. 

2. 20m 5a  Go left up the wall to a cracked depression, then climb this over a bulge to finish at 

a tree belay on the left. 

 

Girdle Traverses 
Nobody’s Fault but Mine   60m   E4 * 

G.Latter, 23 Oct 1985 

A left to right girdle of Bedtime Buttress Upper Tier. Start from just below the tree in the gully-

fault above First Offence (abseil to here recommended). 

1. 20m 5c  Pull round onto the wall 2m below a projecting triangular block. Follow a fault until 

it fades at some quartz and descend for about 3m to follow a break into Case Dismissed. Go up 

this to a spike runner, then move across to the foot ledge. Continue along the break to belay in 

the niche of C’est la Vie (tree useful above). 

2. 40m 6a  Follow the lower of the two most obvious breaks until it becomes blind, where a 

difficult move up gains the lowest point of the top of the wall. Hand-traverse this to gain a good 

break and follow this to a good rest on Ruff Licks. Continue in the same line (strenuous and 

sustained) to reach easier ground on Muph Dive. Follow the obvious line through Muffin the 

Mule and finish up the more broken slab to the right. 

 

Easy Going   70m   HVS 

R.Anderson, A.McAllister, 19 Oct 1978 

A girdle traverse starting from Pare and heading right to finish up Breakaway, with some good 

climbing. 

1. 35m 4c  Start as for Pare, then traverse right across the buttress to reach Hayripi. Continue 

across the wall to gain Tip Off at the step left. Descend for a few metres, then traverse right to 

join Show Off at the short slab beneath the roof. 

2. 35m 4c  Traverse right to join Take Off, then descend this until it is possible to traverse the 

wall into the corner of Smirnoff. Exit right and cross Breakaway to finish. 

 

Rising Damp   105m   E2 ** 

D.Cuthbertson, D.Mullin, 15 Oct 1977 

A good low-level, left to right girdle of Great Wall. Start as for Run Free. The stars assume 

you like girdles. 

1. 40m 4c  Climb the corner until it is possible to traverse right onto the arete of King Bee. 

Continue right across Nutcracker Chimney and Erse, then follow a line of holds to belay on the 

lower ledge of Brute. 

2. 40m 5b  Step up and traverse right along the obvious break. Continue past a peg runner and 

go over a bulge to a large flake. Go right across quartz to a slanting niche, then continue to 

another niche before moving across to belay in the triangular niche of Inbred. 

3. 25m 5a  Traverse right and reverse the bulge on Strapadicktaemi to gain the narrow ledge. 

Continue right around the corner to join Migraine and finish up this. 
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Great Wall Girdle   115m   HVS * 

D.Haston, R.N.Campbell, Nov 1965 

A fine natural line. 

1. 45m 4c  Start as for King Bee, then make a long right traverse to belay at the foot of the 

Brute Original Finish corner. 

2. 35m 4b  Follow the break which cuts across the wall to join Inbred, then reverse this to its 

ledge and belay. 

3. 20m 5a  Pull onto a narrow ledge and continue right to a stance at the foot of the Migraine 

slabs. 

4. 15m 4a  Finish up Migraine. 

 

The Frustration   80m   E2 

D.Cuthbertson, A.Taylor, 27 Oct 1976 

This left to right girdle of the Lower Central Wall is harder (possibly E3 as pitch 2 may have 

minimal protection) but not as good as Rising Damp. Start as for Snoopy below a black niche 

right of Rib Direct. 

1. 20m 4c  Follow Snoopy pitch 1 through the niche and go up to the bigger ledge on Mighty 

Piston. 

2. 20m 5b  From the right-hand end of the ledge, step down and traverse right across quartz. 

Continue above the niche on Ticket to Ride to belay on Cunnulinctus. 

3. 40m 4c  Step down and follow a quartz band to reach the ledge on Phellatio. Step up and go 

across to the ivy crop. Go up and over the top of this, reverse the “traverse back left” on 

Fiorella, then traverse right to finish up Mirador. 

 

Girdle Traverse Sprawl Wall   170m   E1 5b 

K.Spence, J.Porteous, 1967/1968 

A right to left wandering line up the entirety of Sprawl Wall, for lovers of the obscure. Start as 

for Tree Hee. 

1. 35m  Tree Hee, pitch 1. 

2. 35m  Jump so High, pitch 2. 

3. 15m  Follow Jump so High Direct (pitch 2) to belay on a small grass ledge on the left. 

4. 25m  Make a descending traverse for 10m on the grass ledge, then climb up and left to a 

ledge. Descend the ledge a few metres, then climb a groove and step left to a belay. 

5. 30m  Traverse up and left to join and follow Stoop so Low for 5m. Traverse hard left on a 

steep wall for 5m, then follow a groove to a tree. 

6. 40m  Climb through the jungle for 12m to join and finish up Slanting Groove. 

 

Sprawl Wall 
Slabsville   85m   Scottish VS 

Mr & Mrs F Harper, 13 Apr 1971 

This route is a continuation for Tree-Hee. From the top of Tree-Hee, walk right for 50m i.e. 

directly above clean black (often wet) slab, to reach a long horizontal cave. 20m above this is 

a big band of waterworn slabs. Start at its lowest point. 

1. 35m Climb up and left using a long mini-overhang and then go straight up to belay beside a 

large loose-looking block. 

2. 45m Climb right for 15 ft. (5m), then go straight up the slab to reach a very large overhang. 

Go left across a slab and break out onto a grass ledge with belay. 

3. 5m Climb a short wall above. 

Descend by going hard right into a stream bed and follow this down. 
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Conclusions   40m   E2 5c 

G.Latter, 6 Sep 2015 

This route has been squeezed in, crossing Jump so High and Separation. Start from the holly 

tree belay at the end of pitch one of Tree-Hee. Traverse left along the lowest edge of the Jump 

So High slab on good footholds, then go direct, joining Jump So High and crossing Separation, 

until a triangular pedestal. Move quite boldly slightly rightwards up the wall, then step left and 

climb a steep crack. Continue up a further crack above (the right finish of Jump so High), 

moving leftwards up an easy slab to avoid vegetation. Finish up a rib of fine rock on the right 

leading to the top of Tree-Hee. 

 

The following four routes have had few ascents, especially recently, and should be treated with 

caution; re-cleaning is advisable. The grades have been increased and stars removed pending 

any repeats. They have been marked on the diagram on page 381 of the guide. The first two 

start right of Raven’s Squawk and cross it twice; the next two start left and cross it once. 

 

18 Felix   65m   E3 

B.March, C.Rawlings, Apr 1972; FFA: G.Farquher, I.Marriott, 21 May 1988 

An entertaining route starting up the roof capped wall between Raven’s Squawk and Slanting 

Groove and finishing up Desire. Start below the lower roof capped wall. 

1. 15m 5b  Ascend to the roof, traverse left under it, then climb to a grass ledge (bold). 

2. 25m 4c  Climb straight up left of Raven’s Squawk (peg runner) to a ledge and belay on the 

traverse of pitch 2 of that route. 

3. 25m 5c  Finish up the top pitch of Desire (serious and loose). 

 

19  Jack the Lad   60m   E3 

D.Cuthbertson, R.Anderson, Jun 1981 

Start to the left of Felix at a thin crack. 

1. 10m 5c  Climb the crack to a ledge. 

2. 25m 4c  Go up the wall above to a ledge. Avoid the overhang on the right and continue to a 

ledge and belay on Raven’s Squawk. 

3. 25m 5c  Finish up the top pitch of Desire (serious and loose). 

 

20  Footloose and Fancy Free   60m   E4 * 

D.Cuthbertson, R.Williamson, 1981 

The open corner right of Desire gives precarious and poorly protected climbing on pitch 1. 

Might well be E5. Start on the long grass ledge left of Raven’s Squawk. 

1. 40m 5c  Move left, then go right into a corner right of a black groove. Follow this to a ledge. 

Continue up the steepening groove to where it fades out. Traverse rightwards across quartz, 

then up to a ledge and belay on the traverse of pitch 2 of Raven’s Squawk. 

2. 20m 5c  Traverse right on the slab above to get into the corner. Move back left and go up to 

an overhang. Pull over this and continue up the overhanging wall on large flat holds to an 

obvious traverse which leads right to a ledge and tree belay. 
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21  Desire   75m   E3 

D.Cuthbertson, I.F.Duckworth, 16 Jun 1979 

Serious climbing with a spectacular finale. Start on the right side of the projecting buttress 

taken by Hornet. 

1. 25m 5a  Climb the buttress to a ledge. 

2. 25m 5b  From the right end of the ledge climb an open slabby corner and steepening rock 

rightwards to a ledge on Raven’s Squawk. Serious. 

3. 25m 5c  Traverse up and back left to beneath an overlap. Move back right and surmount this 

to gain a small ledge beneath a roof. Turn this on the right, then move back left along an 

exposed shelf to finish directly up the wall above. Serious and loose. 

 

Ordan Shios 
(NH 7152 9695)   ALT 310M   NORTH-WEST FACING 

This is a small but conspicuous outcrop south of the A9 road and near the south-west turn-off 

to Newtonmore. The last guide reported “about a dozen 20m routes have been done, varying 

from about V.Diff to Severe.” This would seem to be optimistic, as the crag is steep and blocky, 

sometimes loose and with limited protection, and 10 to 12m is the height. But the crag certainly 

has been climbed on occasionally for many years, although is only suitable for someone local. 

Directions: Park in lay-by 106 on the south side of the main A9 (this is easy when travelling 

south). When travelling north, this is about 200m beyond the Newtonmore turn-off and just 

before an overtaking lane (NN 7066 9715).  

Approach: Go through a gate at the west end of the lay-by; the crag is visible from here to the 

east. Head direct over heather moor and bog, 20mins. 

Descent: Abseil from trees or walk down at either end. 

 

At the left end of the main crag is a red rib topped by a tree and bounding a heather ramp. A 

detached pillar lies 10m right of this and can be climbed on either side. Finish by a groove on 

to steep heather (S 4a on the left, HS 4b on the right). Right of this is a very steep wall leading 

to a roof. A crack-line here has two pegs and looks very hard. Right of here is a smooth rock 

ramp, and right of a nose at its top is a groove starting beside honeysuckle and containing two 

trees (VS 4c). Right of this is a big roofed recess, then another steep wall with a horizontal 

quartz band at half-height. Right of this the main cliff ends with a short gully which can be 

used for access to the cliff-top in dry conditions. 

 

The Badan 
(NN 8231 9987)   ALT 410M   NORTH-NORTH-WEST FACING 

This overhanging mica schist crag with incut holds is situated near the top of Creag Dhubh 

(445m), to the south-east of Insh village. This is different to the hill with the same name above 

the crag of Creag Dubh. Two sport routes were created here but most of the bolts were soon 

removed. Those that remain are useful but their lifespan is in doubt. Another wall nearby was 

also bolted and debolted but the author doesn’t know where (not the crag to the west). The 

routes are quite good but serious and limited in number for the approach. 

Directions: Take the B970 either from Kingussie and go just past Insh, or gain the B970 from 

Kincraig and head towards Insh. From Kingussie and then Insh, go 0.2 miles (0.3km) past the 

end of speed limit sign to a short tarmac track on the south (there is a large pylon beside the 

road some 50m further on) leading to a gate with houses either side. It has a right of way sign 

to Drumguish via Inverglas. Park just east of the track at NH 8192 0191. Approaching from 

Kincraig, the B970 is joined at a T-junction; turn right. Follow the B970 for 2.2 miles or 3.5km 
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(Farrletter is after 1.1 miles or 1.8km) to the large pylon and just after the parking place and 

tarmac track. Ignore two new unsurfaced tracks just before this. 

Approach: Follow the track ignoring a left turn soon after a second gate and continue to 

another left turn after a few hundred metres. Take this and go uphill to a T-junction where there 

has been lots of recent felling. Turn right and follow the track to where it goes more steeply 

uphill. Because of the felling, the crag can be seen easily behind a few trees, 40mins. Cycling 

is a good option and takes you about 5mins from the crag. 

Descent: Walk down on the right (west). 

 

The crag is characterised by a shallow low cave with wall either side. 

 

The Bad Uns   20m   HVS 4c 

K.Geddes, D.S.B.Wright, Jul 1987 

Star in the centre of the wall left of the cave and climb up past a bolt (first runner) before 

moving right to a deep crack with a tree. There is a single ring bolt just below the top but safer 

to finish to trees. 

 

Scallies   20m   E2 5b 

Start at the left side of the cave and climb up past a bolt to a crux bulge. Continue steeply past 

another bolt to join The Bad Uns just below the tree. 

 

Vrotan   20m   E4 5c 

G.Ettle, D.S.B.Wright, 27 May 1991 

Climb the right-hand side of the crag, starting up brittle ledges, with further strenuous climbing 

leading to a spectacular finish left in an overhung groove. Poorly protected on the lower (crux) 

section. 

 

Creag a’ Mhuilinn 
(NH 843 094) 

This crag is on Alvie Estate and is very prominent on the hillside on the north-west flank of 

Strathspey, 2 miles north of Kincraig. The routes were cleaned in a big effort by S.Summers 

and climbed with R.Ferguson in Jun 1990. After a few visits by others, the popularity 

disappeared and the routes are no longer climbable without considerable cleaning. The 

following is unchanged from the 1998 guidebook. 

The rock is sound granite and being angled at 70-80 degrees, it has climbs of a generally 

delicate nature often with spaced protection, which is unique as far as Strathspey is concerned. 

It is in the sun most of the day and dries quickly. The estate is accessible from the A9 and 

permission to use the estate roads can be gained from the estate office (NH 840 077). The best 

access takes about 15mins from the old quarry near Easter Delfour. Cross the burn and walk 

uphill rightwards from the quarry. Once through the trees the crag is clearly visible. The crag 

is about 30m long and 25m in height. It is characterised by a mitre-shaped buttress on the left 

and a scree slope on the right, which provides the descent path. There is a ledge across the crag 

just past halfway and from this an overhanging wall before the final slab. There is a peg belay 

well back and above the centre of the wall (sometimes hidden by vegetation). 

 

Brian   25m   E1 5a 

Start on the cleaned strip on the mitre-shaped buttress. Climb straight up to the ledge (minimal 

protection), then go up the right-slanting corner onto the face and continue straight up to the 

top. 
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No Worries   25m   E2 5b * 

Take the obvious corner-crack to the big ledge. Pull up the bulging wall about 2m right of the 

arete, then climb straight up. Drop a grade by climbing closer to the arete. 

 

Blissful Thinking   25m   E1 5c  

Start as for No Worries, climb up to the small ledge, then take the right-trending crack to the 

ledge. Continue up the groove to the top. The grade assumes no bridging into the corner of No 

Worries. 

 

The Pinch Panther   25m   E4 6a * 

Start just right of Blissful Thinking. Go up easy ground before following vague cracks and a 

short rightward traverse to the ledge. Climb over the overhang into a small niche, then go 

straight up to the top. 

 

Jug Addict   25m   E3 5c 

Start right of The Pinch Panther beneath a horizontal niche. Climb through this easily, then go 

straight up on horizontal grooves to the ledge (peg runner on the left). Climb over the overhang 

on jugs, then delicately follow the shallow finger groove on the left to the top. Poorly protected. 

 

Myopic Bogey   25m   E3 5b 

Start in the rightmost scoop, 2m right of Jug Addict. Climb the steep wall, step delicately up to 

the ledge trending slightly right, then continue straight up the broken ground to the top. Poorly 

protected. 

 

Sarcoptic Mange Mite   20m   VS 4c 

Start to the right of the ramp of Myopic Bogey beneath two distinct parallel cracks. Climb the 

cracks to the ledge. The ground above is loose and dirty - it is best to traverse off right. 

 

Burnside Crag 
(NH 8847 1340)   ALT 330M   EAST FACING 

This small crag is situated just to the west of Aviemore and its new suburb Burnside, on the 

north slope of the distinctive craggy hillside of Creag nan Gabhar, close to the A9 where it 

bypasses Aviemore. It provides the nearest rock climbing to the village and can be seen from 

the A9 at the bridge over the access road to Burnside from Aviemore. As a small crag and the 

routes are packed together, it is best considered as a locals’ crag.  

The crag has been little used for 20 years and has overgrown. But it would not require much 

cleaning and someone local might adopt it? 

Some 300m east of the main crag is an area of slabs seen from the top of the crag and below 

them is a bouldering wall used by locals and recently cleaned (2011) – NH 8873 1341. 

Directions: As building continues at Burnside, an approach has been chosen which may not 

change as fast as others. In the future, an approach through Burnside may be slightly quicker, 

especially for Aviemore residents. When heading north on the A9, park in layby 134. This is 

just before a big sign noting a right turn to Carrbridge, Grantown and Elgin ½ mile. For those 

heading south, layby 133 is only 100m further away but on the better side of the road. 

Approach: From the north end of layby 134, walk 50m north, almost to the sign, to where a 

footpath emerges from under the A9. Go down to this and after 10m, leave it on a distinct but 

unconstructed path which leads left of new houses, then round their back for 50m before 

heading uphill. Follow the path through a fence until a forestry track is met. Turn left (uphill) 

and follow the track to a large bare area at its end. Turn left at right–angles (south) and head 
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after 100m to a deer fence with a green plastic coating (to protect capercaille). Cross the fence 

and continue uphill. The crag very quickly comes into view, 20mins. 

Descent: A gully at the left end of the crag looks steep but has useful trees. 

 

Many of the routes are poorly protected, but as there are positive holds, just enough good 

runners and good landings, calculated leading is the name of the game. Grading has been 

difficult and opinions will vary. The forest setting means midges can be a problem. 

All routes were climbed by K.Geddes, D.S.B.Wright in Aug 1986 except for two mentioned 

below. 

 

Wing Commander   10m   D 

Climb the stepped rib on the left of the crag, just right of the descent gully. 

 

Sideburn Corner   10m   VS 4c 

The obvious corner to the right of Wing Commander. 

 

Grendel   10m   E3 6a 

S.Hall, 1986 

The wall immediately right of Sideburn Corner (which is used for protection). 

 

King Prawn   10m   HVS 5a 

Start about 3m right of Sideburn Corner and climb the thin crack to the small overlap and 

continue to the top. 

 

Tricky Dick   10m   VS 4c 

Start at the same place, climb to the in situ thread (may not be there now) and continue to the 

top. 

 

Quick Flee McGee   10m   VS 4c 

Start at the same place, go up for 3m to a good runner, traverse right to a smooth overhung 

niche and go straight up to finish. 

 

Inverted Schuss   10m   E1 5b 

Start 6m right of Sideburn Corner below a roof. Surmount the roof and climb straight up, 

finishing between Quick Flee McGee and the buttress edge. 

 

Ram Hawk   15m   HVS 5a 

Start as for Inverted Schuss. Take a right-rising traverse between overlaps to the nose of the 

buttress. Go delicately round this and follow the left edge to the top. 

 

Clear for Landing   10m   E2 5b 

A.Liddell, I.Peter, 1986 

Start to the left of the nose of the buttress. Go straight up to cross the traverse line of Ram 

Hawk and instead of going right round the nose, climb straight up. Fingery and serious. 

 

Petal   10m   E2 5b 

Start directly below the nose. Climb overhangs and move directly over the nose. Easier 

climbing leads to the top. 
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Conservancy Crack   8m   HVS 5a 

Take the obvious groove and flake corner just right of the nose of the buttress, starting with an 

awkward move right, then going left into the groove. 

 

Flight Deck   8m   E3 5c 

Start just right of Conservancy Crack and climb a short groove to a ledge on the left. Climb the 

wall above to cracks and go over a boulder to the top. Sparsely protected, but small wires are 

useful. 

 

SOUTH OF INVERNESS 
Dunlichity Crag 
(NH 6577 3329)   ALT 250M   SOUTH-EAST FACING 

This crag lies above the village of Dunlichity on the side of Creag a’ Chlachain. It is easily 

seen when approaching Dunlichity from the east or south. The rock is gneiss and the routes are 

fairly spread out with some vegetated areas between. The best feature of the crag is an 

impressive steep prow of rock which provides some sport climbs in the 7b to 7c range, see 

Scottish Sport Climbs (www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs). 

Directions: From the A9 south of Inverness, turn off just south of Daviot onto the B851 Fort 

Augustus road. Follow this for 2.6 miles to Inverarnie (named Tombreck on the OS maps), 

then turn right onto the B861 signposted to Inverness and the Dunlichity Trout Fishery. Take 

the first left after 0.5 miles to Dunlichity, passing the fishery and Dunlichity House. Turn right 

at Dunlichity, signed Bunachton. The crag is visible at this turning. Parking is best at the top 

of the hill, after 0.5 miles, at a wide track entrance past the crag (NH 6584 3367). If you are 

approaching from Inverness, there is a more direct route on smaller roads, turning off the 

southern ring road for Essich, and turning left there for Bunachton. 

Approach: A power line crosses the road just north of the parking spot. Cross a fence and 

follow the power line until a traversing line can be made off to the right to the foot of the crag, 

8mins. 

 

Routes are described right to left, as approached. At the extreme right end of the crag is a short 

steep mossy slab with two thin 6m cracks which are very dirty. Both these cracks have been 

climbed at about Severe in standard.  

 

Four Finger Flake   30m   D 

S.Travers, J.Elliot, 1980s 

To the left of the steep mossy slab is a detached flake below a mature tree. Climb the right edge 

of the flake, then go behind perched blocks to a ledge. Follow a shallow chimney to its top, 

then move 3m left and follow easy angled slabs to the top of the crag. 

 

A very steep and impressive prow with an overhanging base is located 100m from the right 

end of the crag. This section contains some sports climbs (7b to 7c), details of these can be 

found in Scottish Sport Climbs (www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-

climbs). 

 

Another 30m left and uphill from the prow is a large slab leading to a steeper wall above. Near 

the bottom and to the right is a wide ledge with a huge boulder on it. The next two routes start 

up this slab. 

 

http://www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs
http://www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs
http://www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/scottish-sport-climbs
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Midgesummer Night Madness   30m   E3 5c 

T.Wood, D.Moy, 16 Jul 2002 

Go up a line in the centre of the big slab to a ledge below the steep upper wall. Go direct over 

a bulge and climb broken rock, working up and slightly left. 

 

Garnish   25m   VS 5a 

S.Travers, 1980s 

Climb directly up the left side of the slab to a recess (old peg). Move diagonally left, then go 

back right to finish. 

 

Left again is a large ivy covered recess. The voracious ivy appears to have consumed a Severe 

climb called Ivy Slab and Chimney. 

 

Minder   30m   VD 

S.Travers, H.Travers, 1980s 

About 7m left of the ivy is a green scoop with a slanting crack on its left. Trend left up the 

crack from the scoop, then climb up over thin flakes under a shallow overhang. Move left and 

go up smooth steps to a grass ledge and belay. Climb a crack to a right-facing chimney with a 

finish just left of a pine tree. 

 

The final two routes at the extreme left of the crag are about 100m further left and are best 

reached by traversing at a lower level on boulders to avoid thick vegetation. At the base of the 

rocks there is a large detached block and at the top of the crag on the left there is a pine tree. 

 

Zigzag   25m   VD 

S.Travers, H.Travers, 1980s 

Climb the left-hand face of the detached block. Follow a right-trending flake-crack to a wall, 

then go left up a ramp to a corner and blocks. Step over the blocks onto the face and climb 

slabs to a boulder belay. Move 3m left and follow a wet shallow scoop to the top. 

A direct variation which looks much harder climbs the centre of the outside face of the detached 

block, then climbs directly up the slab to join the normal route at the corner. 

 

The Vice   6m   S 

S.Travers, 1980s 

Start 5m left of the detached block which is at the bottom of Zigzag. Climb an easy angled slab 

to a corner, then continue up a shallow V-chimney to the pine tree. Vegetated. 


