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 BEARASAIGH 
(NB 121 425)    Map opposite
The island of Bearasaigh lies some 3km north-north-west 
of the bay of Camus Bostadh. With a height of 58m, 
both it and the distinctive Stac an Tùill, off its south-
west tip, can be seen from the road end at Bostadh. 
The larger mass of Seana Chnoc rises to a height of 90m 
from the sea behind the island and on first sight Bear-
asaigh looks part of this.

At the time of the original visits access was only possible 
from a landing at Geòdha Leradu (NB 122 424) in the 
south-west of the island. From here all supplies were 
hauled-up in 6-7 hours of hard labour. There are several 
sheltered camping spots on the island.

When wind and swell allow, access is also possible at 
Geodhachan Ruadha (NB 121 427) in the north-eastern 
corner, where a steep and long carry is possible, though 
care should be taken not to disturb nesting fulmars and 
the inevitable consequence of doing so! The slab of 
Hard Times is obvious above a boulder beach with a 
cave to the right and has to be climbed.

There can be nesting birds on the cliffs and although 
there are seals and otters there was no evidence of land 
based animals.

The island has documented remains of several houses 
built by Neil McLeod (c1613) at the time of his three 
year siege, when he held out against the Fife Adven-
turers sent to the Western Isles by James the 1st. These 
remains should not be disturbed in any way.

The climbing is described in a clockwise direction 
starting from the North-West corner of the island.

 Hadrian’s Wall Area 
(NB 120 427)   Non-tidal & Tidal   NW & W facing
This extends, on more than one level, from the north-
west corner of the island back south westwards. 

Descent: From a ruined building at the north-north-
west of the island, walk north for a few metres to a small 
grassy depression where a right-trending ramp and small 

corner give access to a huge boulder covered platform, 
follow this westwards to arrive at Upper Hadrian’s Wall.

 Upper Hadrian’s Wall 
Climbs are described left to right with the first climbs 
starting by the first two obvious crack-lines with an 
undercut start and a striking snake like pattern in the 
rock

1  Long Time Coming   15m   S 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 11 Jun 2007
Start by the snake pattern, enter and follow the left 
crack.

2  Time of No Reply   15m   S 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2008
From the same starting point as the previous route, 
climb as for Finger Ripping Good for 2m then climb the 
crack in the wall to the left.

3  Finger Ripping Good   15m   VS 4c *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 11 Jun 2007
From the same starting point as Long Time Coming, 
follow the right-trending right-hand crack-line and at 
the second small triangular niche step left onto the face 
and climb to the top.
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4  My First 1000 Words   15m   VS 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 11 Jun 2007
Start 5m right of the snake pattern in the centre of a 
small face and climb directly up the wall; nice.

5  The Dancing Tiger   16m   HVS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 11 Jun 2008
Climb the left-hand side of the hanging prow in the 
centre of the wall to a ledge and a short overhang.

6  Step in Time   20m   HVS 5b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 12 Jun 2009
Start as for Dancing Tiger but after 4m traverse right 
across a series of small ledges and niches.

Some 8m further right is a very obvious small steep slab, 
The Coal Face, with a central break and a handrail across 
its top leading into a corner on the left.

7  Working the Seam   18m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 11 Jun 2008
Start from the short wall which abuts the left side of the 
Coal Face slab, laybacks and smears lead to the finishing 
niche just right of the corner.

8  Back on Your Heads   18m   E1 5b *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 14 Jun 2007
Climb directly up the centre of the face on crimps and 
sidepulls, move left to the small overhung corner and 
climb through this to the top.

9  Red Hot Chilli Pipers   18m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 11 Jun 2007
Start at the right end of the Coal Face slab, move up and 
follow the upper traverse leftwards across the top of the 
slab, then up through a niche just right of the corner.

10  The Whale & the Snail   18m   S 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 11 Jun 2007
Start as for the previous climb. After 2m or so move 
right to a steep ramp and crack which are climbed to 
the top.

11  Last Man Alive   15m   HS 4c
P.Headland, K.Archer, 12 Jun 2009
At the right end of the area, climb the broken crack on 
the right of the coal face slab to a large ledge. From 
1m right of the arete, climb through a small overlap 
to the top.

12  The Last Hurrah   16m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2009
From the same start as the previous route, gain the large 
ledge and climb the ramp-line on the right to a corner. 
Climb the short slab above.

At the far right end of Upper Hadrian’s Wall there is a 
fantastically featured arete with a very undercut lower 
section sloping down into a huge tidal cave.

13  Christina Mackay and the Grana   26m   E1 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 13 Jun 2007
Start 3m left of the arete and climb through the undercut 
to gain a downwards and right-trending sloping ledge. 
Follow this right (Friend 0 and small RP essential) then 
climb the layback to the base of a corner. Climb the 
slabby corner before stepping left and go up a short 
wall to finish.

 Lower Hadrian’s Wall 

 St Bees Sector 
This lies below and right of Upper Hadrian’s Wall.

Descent: From the right side of Upper Hadrian’s Wall, 
opposite the base of Christina Mackay and the Grana, 
scramble down a north facing, cracked black slab facing 
out to sea. This leads to a non-tidal sloping platform 
from which the next climbs start. The North Sector, as far 
as a large sea-washed cleft that cuts the access platform, 
can also be gained from here.

14  Illicit Thursdays   19m   S 4a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2008
From just right of the descent crack at the centre of the 
buttress, climb the blocky corner, pull onto the slab 
above and follow it to the top.

15  Priam Raiders   16m   VS 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2007
From the base of the access route, walk 6m right to the 
arete which is above a black, overhung slab. Start at 
the right arete and climb the initial overhung arete to a 
shallow scoop then follow the edge of the upper slab.

16  Treasure Island   20m   HS 4b *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 15 Jun 2007
From the same start as the previous route, climb the 
initial overhung arete and move right to follow a right-
wards rising ledge and wall then a short corner to finish.

Descent: For the next climbs, abseil down the black slab 
below the previous climbs to tidal ledges.

17  Cool & Smooth & Curious   18m   HVS 5b *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 15 Jun 2007
Traverse right and climb a short wall onto a slab to gain 
the bottom of a black overhung corner beneath the big 
roof, follow the strenuous corner to finish at the base of 
the previous two climbs.

18  Long Time Passing   18m   HS 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2009
Belay at the farthest right end of the platform. Traverse 
right round the front of the buttress for 5m then follow a 
rising traverse onto the slab of Cool & Smooth & Curious 
and climb the centre.

 North Sector 
This lies at sea-level beneath Upper Hadrian’s Wall.

THE BERNERA ISLANDS 
A group of small islands lie scattered in a wonderful 
location in Loch Ròg to the north of Great Bernera - 
see p137 in the guidebook for location map. Three 
of the islands have been climbed on; Bearasaigh, 
Seana Chnoc (The Old Hill) just to the north and 
Campaigh to the east. Access is by boat and enquires 
should be made at Circebost pier on the east side of 
Bernera, or Miabhaig in Uig. There is no naturally 
occurring water on the islands, so this, together with 
provisions and a means of communication should be 
included to allow for an enforced stay. O2 mobile 
reception is known to work on the islands and so 
should Orange/and Vodafone. The islands are a great 
place for those with a sense of adventure seeking to 
get away from it all.
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26  The Villain   28m   VS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 14 Jun 2008
Start 1m left of the previous route. Climb blocky ledges 
trending slightly left to a short steep slab, climb this 
and follow the right-slanting ledge for 8m, crossing the 
previous route, until below a large crack splitting the 
overhang above. Climb the crack direct.

27 Should Have Known Better   30m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 10 Jun 2009
Start 2m left of Grass with Everything. Make awkward 
moves to gain the ledge and from its corner, follow it 
right and crank over the cleft. Follow the initial steep 
corner to the impending wall. Go over its left end then 
finish direct.

28 Mop Route   25m   S 4a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2007
From the base of the abseil line for the alternative 
northern approach, traverse right to a mussel covered 
ledge. Start from the left end of the ledge, climb a left-
trending fault-line, pull over right onto a short slab then 
go right to finish up a wonderful corner.

29  That Harry Potter Thing   25m   S 4a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2007
From 2m left of the northern abseil line, climb the 
slabby wall to a leftwards rising crack-line, follow this 
to and then through a notch and continue to the top.

30  Over the Rooftops   24m   HS 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 7 Jun 2009
Start as for That Harry Potter Thing but after the initial 
wall trend leftwards following the left edge of the upper 
ramp, climbing through a short steep wall on the way.

31  Dr Tourette’s Arete   36m   E1 5b **
P.Headland, K.Archer, 9 Jun 2009
Start as for the previous route but upon reaching the 
corner of the large slab on the left, step onto the slab 
and traverse to its left edge. Climb the sharp left arete 
to the top.

32  Polly Wise & Wonderful   28m   S 4a *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 13 Jun 2007
Start about 3m left of the abseil line then traverse left 
to the centre of a black slab. Climb this trending left to 
a broken overlap then go through this and trend up left 
to finish.

 Pictland 
(NB 120 427)   Non-tidal   N facing   Map p1
This is at the northern end of the island. Climbs are 
described from left to right and have non-tidal starts 
which will be wet in a big swell.
Descent: From the base of the corner used to access the 
big boulder covered platform leading to the Hadrian’s 
Wall areas, go northwards to a point roughly opposite 
the centre of Seana Chnoc. Abseil down a clean corner 
above a ledge, below which are barnacle covered 
sea-level ledges.

Descent: Traverse northwards from the St Bees Sector 
down the large access platform; tidal lower down. Just 
beyond where this platform steepens is a cleft, which 
at low water and in calm seas can be stepped across. 
Alternatively, for climbs north of the cleft, a 28m abseil 
from a large rectangular block located at the head of 
a gully to the north-west corner of the big boulder- 
covered ledge leading to Upper Hadrian’s Wall, gains 
tidal ledges at the start of Mop Route.

The climbs here are described right to left as if 
approached from the descent slab.

19  In My Dreams   10m   S 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 13 Jun 2007
From the base of the descent route, on its left facing in, 
start at large rounded flakes in a short overhung corner. 
Climb through an overlap and continue to the top.

20  Dubh Ron Ron   18m   S 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 15 Jun 2007
Some 6m further left, follow the right-hand side of the 
left-trending black ramp-line left of the overhanging 
wall adjacent to the access route.

21  Dans Last Day   20m   S 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2008
Begin up a short scoop 3m left of the black rock band 
(just right of Birthday Route), climb direct through two 
short black spiky walls.

22  Birthday Route   25m   S 4b
P. Headland, K.Archer, 15 Jun 2007
Follow the banded fault left of the black rock.

23  Second Birthday Route   30m   HVS 5a **
P.Headland, K. Archer, 15 Jun 2008
Start 5m left of the previous route where the platform 
narrows and steepens. Follow the left-trending dark 
band of rock to reach the lower right corner of the prom-
inent central wall, climb the crack that splits its right side 
on excellent jugs and continue up the right-hand of two 
cracks that split the right side of the overhanging wall 
above.

24  Lick the Tins   24m   HVS 5a **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 13 Jun 2008
Start up a short corner, right of the base of the cleft 
where the sea cuts through the access platform. Climb to 
a sloping ledge, then directly up through a short overlap 
and continue across a rib to finish up a corner.

25  Grass with Everything   26m   VS 4c
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2008
From 3m left of the base of the cleft, climb a short 
corner to a sloping ledge. Traverse diagonally right and 
climb the left arete of the cleft for 3m, then step left 
to go up a short slabby wall to gain the base of the 
long expanse of overhanging wall and finish up the twin 
cracks on its left; belay at a stance just right.

of the earliest climbs in the Hebrides (albeit it was not 
climbed for sport) it was used as a way up in 2008 but 
it would have been committing at the time when it was 
first climbed.

Hard Times   30m   M
N.McLeod and party (1613)
From the boulder beach, take the easiest way up the 
cracked slab, keeping close to the corner near the top. 
For the full effect try it barefoot!

 Weatherman’s Geòdha 
This is the big geo in the centre of the eastern side of the 
island. There is climbing on both sides.

 North Side 

(NB 121 426)   Non-tidal  Map p1

Descent: By abseil, from boulders and a back rope, 
down the big, vegetated slabby southern corner. 
Traverse around the geo to the base of the big northern 
ridge with a slabby southern face. Access can also be 
gained via a 60m abseil down the northern side of the 
ridge which defines the northern edge of the geo. To do 
this, identify a large free-standing flake just below the lip 
of the cliff; abseil down between this and the cliff to a 
ledge just above the tide. It is then possible to scramble 
round to the following climbs.

The Whole of the Moon   26m   E1 5a **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 15 Jun 2008
The compelling and easily seen big corner at the left 
end of the huge back wall. Approach as for September 
Ends, or abseil just to one side of the route. Start from 
a big pedestal just above the base of the corner. Step 
left into the corner and follow it directly, bridging and 
on layaways until the crack finishes then move left onto 
the slab to finish.

Eat your Heart Out Mick   55m   VS 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2009
This lies on the northern side of the geo’s northern 
ridge, directly below the large free-standing flake at 
the top of the cliff. Start from a ledge below a large V 
shaped notch just above the tide line. Climb directly up 
to the large free-standing flake below the lip of the cliff 
over several short walls.

Pete Hussey is a Weatherman   50m   HS
P.Headland, K.Archer, 9 Jun 2009
Start from a large flat ledge just above the tide line 
below a roof and approximately halfway between the 
corner of the geo and September Ends.
1. 35m 4b  Climb trending leftwards into a crack system 
and continue up the cracks to a sharp ledge on the ridge.
2. 15m 4a  Continue up the ridge on the south side, 
through a notch and up the final slab.

Bollokof   17m   S 4a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 7 Jun 2009
From the base of the square-cut corner, climb the crack 
on the left to a large ledge at half-height. Continue to 
the right of its centre up the wall above using the right-
hand crack.

Picksley’s Pickles   18m   VS 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 14 Jun 2007
From the same start as the next route, climb steeply 
left of the corner to a ledge then up the wonderfully 
featured wall

The Best Mans Speech   18m   VS 5a * 
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2007
Climb directly up the main corner.

Olive Oil Overdose   18m   S 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 14 Jun 2007
Climb steeply up and right of the corner to a left-facing 
corner.

False Sense of Senility   19m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2014
From the stance, move right then climb awkwardly to 
the second corner right of the main corner and follow 
it to the top.

 Geòdhachan Ruadha 
 Acairsaid Slabs 
(NB 121 427)   Non-tidal   S facing    Map p1
The easy-angled slabs at the northern end of 
Geòdhachan Ruadha.

Descent: Initially as for Hadrian’s Wall and Pictland but 
once down the short corner, turn east and walk to, then 
along the north-eastern ridge to its highest point. Abseil 
from here, down a broad gully to a large non-tidal 
ledge.

…and the nut was good   22m   VD
P.Headland, K.Archer, 12 Jun 2008
Traverse left and step onto the main slab, continue up its 
centre to reach the abseil point.

Alexandra Elene Maclean Denny   23m   VD
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2008
From the same start, step left onto the slab and follow 
the flaky undercut edge leftwards then up to finish left 
of the abseil point.

I Shot a Rhino in Reno   24m   VD
P.Headland, K.Archer, 12 Jun 2008
Start as for the previous routes, leave the flakey undercut 
edge and traverse left again to follow the edge of the 
slab to the top.

The next route starts at the far left end of the slabs 
where they abut the big broken back wall. Possibly one 
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these to gain a cracked wall above and follow the left-
hand crack to a belay. Powerful stuff!

51  Flossing   34m   HVS 5a   (2008)
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2008
Start 4m right of Amoxicillin, climb the black slab on 
the right of the gully for 15m, step round a promontory 
to gain the upper wall and climb this as for The Tooth 
to finish.

52  The Tooth   37m   HVS 5a *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 10 Jun 2008
Start 8m right of Amoxicillin at an area of shattered rock 
a few metres left of a square block below a V shaped 
feature. Take the right hand exit of the V feature to gain 
a right-trending ramp and follow this around an arete 
then climb a slabby wall by a niche to a pedestal. Climb 
the cracked wall above via a mantelshelf with small wire 
protection to gain a slab and finish behind the tooth. 
Good sustained climbing.

53  Abscess   34m   VS 4c
P.Headland, K.Archer, 8 Jun 2008
From the non-tidal ledge, start just right of a prominent 
square block below parallel twin cracks at 10m. Climb 
to these but bypass them on the right to a ramp and 
follow this around a short arete then up a short wall 
to a lichenous slab. Continue up and diagonally right 
to finish up a short corner right of the prominent tooth

54  Phil McCavity Bds   36m   HVS 5a *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2008
From the platform just left of the square block, climb 
direct to a triangular niche, step right to another short 
wall and go up this to climb a crack in the slab direct to 
the finish of the previous route.

 The Private Sector 
55  Extraction   34m   HVS 5b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2008
Start from the far right of the sector, on a large ledge a 
few metres up at the base of a right-facing corner with a 
compelling crack-line. Climb the corner to a ledge, then 
layaway up the crack and mantel onto a ledge to the 
left. Continue up a short corner to gain the crack above 
then move left to gain a left-facing slab and go up this 
to a corner just left of the triangular top of the central 
wall. Belay well back.

56  Tottering Chloroform   41m   VS
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2008
1. 18m 4b  From the start of Extraction, climb the corner 
of the slab on the right to a stance below a short wall.
2. 23m 4b  Climb the short wall just left of the stacked 
blocks to gain a leftwards-trending ramp and follow this 
to finish up a short cracked-corner at the apex of the 
buttress.

September Ends   65m   S 4a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 14 Jun 2007
Start from a huge platform at the centre of the broad 
eastern arete.
1. 35m  Climb the centre to take a stance by a huge 
block
2. 30m  Continue up the narrowing arete to a notch 
(possible in-situ Fulmar!) then move out onto the left 
face to finish.

 South Side - The Dental Area 
(NB 122 426)   Tidal   N facing   Map p1

This area covers the big north facing buttresses on the 
southern side of Weatherman’s Geòdha. The area is 
divided into two distinct sectors by a huge central gully. 
On the left, the eastern side is The NHS Sector, on first 
inspection rather scruffy and down at heel but it will 
look after you! On the right of the big central gully is 
The Private Sector, immediately appealing and more 
attractive, it may rip you off!

Descent: Walk eastwards down the grassy ridge which 
forms the top of the area to reach a black gully and 
descend this until it is possible to drop northwards down 
a second gully to arrive at ledges. Although tidal, the 
ledges are clear of the sea for a while and give access 
to both sectors.

Climbs are described left to right, starting with a slab 
on the left side then the NHS Sector just to the right of 
the main descent.

 The NHS Sector 
46  Los Dientes   23m   HS 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 9 Jun 2008
Start at the left of the sector to the left of a pyramidal 
monolith. Go up a short narrow gully to gain a crack 
in the back wall, climb this to a niche then exit up and 
leftwards onto a slab to finish by the descent gully.

47  Milk Tooth   20m   VS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 10 Jun 2008
Start as for Los Dientes, up the gully to a niche behind 
the monolith, follow the slab and cracked wall above to 
a belay next to the descent path.

49  Root Canal   24m   VS 4c **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 9 Jun 2008
Start 5m right, to the right of the pyramidal monolith. 
Climb to a niche then exit through the cracked overhang 
to finish 3m right of the previous route.

50  Amoxicillin   23m   E1 5b **
P.Headland, K.Archer, 9 Jun 2008
Start 6m right of Root Canal at a short corner. Climb the 
corner and cracks to enter a niche (spike) then follow 
a right-trending ramp to a footledge below flakes. Use 

Descent: From close by the remains of old buildings 
in the south-western corner of the island, make a 58m 
abseil down to ledges at the tide line then traverse 
northwards until opposite a large rock with a non-tidal 
summit, between the second stac and the island. Set 
up the following Tyrolean traverses; swimmer required. 
Firstly from the island to the large rock mentioned 
above. Secondly to the top of a chimney-corner on the 
southern end of the central stacs platform, then traverse 
around and down to a platform on the south-western 
corner of the central stac. The third tyrolean (The Bidet) 
goes from here to a large niche just right of a big ledge 
on the south-eastern corner of Stac an Tuill. 98m of low 
stretch rope (including that used to tension etc) was 
used to make the traverse on the first ascent. Allow 
about 3hrs to set up and 8-9 hours for the return trip. 
Start from the left end of the ledge.

Ask not for whom the bell Tuills…..   35m   E1 4c
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2007
Climb up to a ramp at 4m then follow this leftwards, 
up to a right-facing corner, then traverse up and left 
to a runner before dropping down into a long slabby 
right-facing corner. Follow this to exit through a short 
cracked wall, good runners (the best on the route) at 
the stance. Fowleresque! Grass remains to the summit. 
Descend by abseil directly to the ledge from the stance.

 Geòdha an Tùill 
 A Place of Enchantment 
(NB 120 425)   S facing   Map p1
This is the south face of the north wall of the large bay 
opposite Stac an Tùill off the south-eastern corner of 
the island.

Descent: Just north of and below the cairn at the 
summit of the island is a flat area of ground on the 
northern ridge of the large bay opposite Stac an Tùill. 
Walk out along the narrow ridge to the end and abseil 
down the left-hand corner to a large ledge at the top 
of a V-groove (12m). Abseil to the base of the climbs 
from here.

Doorway to a Place of Enchantment   45m   HVS 5b **
P.Headland, K.Archer, 8 Jun 2009
Good sustained climbing up the obvious left-hand 
corner feature.

Seen from Space   45m   HVS 5a **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 9 Jun 2009
Climb the right-hand corner feature to a half-height 
ledge. Follow the left-hand crack to the top as for 
Doorway to a Place of Enchantment.

 Geòdha Mòr na Acairsaid 
(NB 120 425)   S facing   Map p1
This is located on the next headland north of A Place of 
Enchantment, on the northern face which defines this 
narrow in cut geo.

 The Waiting Room Slab 
This small slab lies to the left of the NHS Sector and can 
be accessed by scrambling down the ill-defined stream 
bed on the south side of Weatherman’s Geòdha, past the 
descent for the NHS Sector, onto a slabby area then by 
descending a short gully to the base of the slab.

Trepidation   9m   VS 4c *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 10 Jun 2009
Climb straight up the centre of the short slab; low tide 
and low swell required.

 Nae Bother Buttress 
(NB 123 425)   E facing   Map p1
This is situated on the south-eastern corner of the island 
just north of a small stac and is separated from offshore 
rocks by a wild channel.

Descent: Abseil to a ledge just above a prominent block 
with a small inverted pyramidal pool.

Nae Bother   22m   VS 4c
K.Archer, P.Headland, 10 Jun 2008
From the ledge, climb blocky rock to a right-facing 
corner. Follow this for 4m then step left to a flakey wall 
and go up this to a ledge beneath the final ‘chest of 
drawers’ finish.

The Boatman   20m   VS 4b **
P.Headland, K.Archer, 11 Jun 2008
From the ledge, traverse 2m left and climb a short slab 
to a jammed block, step on to this and climb the slabby 
wall above direct.

Creel Boat   24m   VD
K.Archer, P.Headland, 11 Jun 2008
From the ledge, climb a slabby ramp rightwards. When 
the ramp fades continue in the same direction to finish 
through a notch on the right side of the buttress.

Captain Peter Love   22m   S 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 15 Jun 2008
From the stance, follow the right-trending V-groove until 
it is possible to climb the left arete of the slab

The Morning Ferry   24m   VD
K.Archer, P.Headland, 15 Jun 2008
Abseil to a pedestal below a corner 8m left of the start 
of the previous climbs. Climb the corner for 3m then 
follow a right-trending ramp for 5m until it is possible 
to climb cracks in the slabby wall above; finish up the 
line of the abseil.

 Stac an Tùill (The Bell Tower) 
(NB 120 424)    Map p1
This 50m stac lies off the south-western corner of the 
island, separated by a channel containing a second 
stac of about 20m with two summits and a distinct flat 
central platform. The smaller stac is the remains of a 
collapsed arch once connected to the main stac.
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 North-East Tip 
(NB 1195 4347)   Tidal   NW facing   Map below
This is easternmost feature on the Atlantic side of the 
island where there is a slab on a pillar with an over-
hung top. It rises above sea-level ledges which can be 
accessed for a few hours either side of high water.

Descent: Go down the North-East Ridge for a few 
metres to the north (right) until a scramble down to 
ledges can be seen. Follow this until the domed top of 
the slab is reached then abseil to sea-level ledges.

Another Week Was Gone   21m   VS 4c
P.Headland, K.Archer, 15 Jun 2011
From a narrow ledge at the top of a tidal slab, climb the 
crack splitting the wall above. Move round to the left 
and climb walls, ledges and short overlaps to belay on 
a larger flat ledge.

 Geòdha Thaiabidh 
The geo on the west side of the first major ridge to the 
west of the eastern tip; the North East Ridge.

 North-East Ridge 
(NB 1190 4348)   Tidal   NW facing   Map below
This broad and slabby ridge contains a large slab rising 
above a large sloping tidal platform. It forms the right 
side (facing out) at the entrance to Geòdha Thaiabidh.

Descent: Go down the North-East Ridge, passing a 
large flat circular rock, until an abseil can be made to 
the large sloping tidal platform on the tip

Third Birthday Route   17m   VD 4c
P.Headland, K.Archer, 15 Jun 2011
Climb the central tower to the slab then go up the 
middle of the slab trending rightwards to the short 
capping overhang and climb this right of centre using 
small holds.

Descent: Abseil to the base of the geo from near the 
end of the ridge; 60m rope required. The top few 
metres of this wall are loose and vegetated; a back rope 
was used for the belay at the top.

Remains of the Day   50m   E1 *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2009
Start from a ledge adjacent to the tide covered rocks.
1. 20m 4b  Follow a left-trending crack to a long wide 
ledge beneath a small overlap; belay to the left. 
2. 30m 5a  Traverse right along a large ledge for a few 
metres and continue up a corner-crack to a small niche. 
Pass a huge down-pointing rock spike above the niche 
on its left via a continuation crack. Continue around the 
top of a rock spike to a short wall above.

 SEANNA CHNOC 
(NB 116 433)   Map below
Seanna Chnoc, or the Old Hill, at 90m is the highest 
of the small group of islands lying in Loch Ròg, about 
4.5km north-north-west of Camus Bostadh on Great 
Bernera. On the original visit, landing was only possible 
at one location with only a slight swell, the tip of the rib 
forming Geòdha Acairsaid. Landing at this location is 
unlikely to be possible if seas are high, so another option 
will be required, perhaps the large platform at the base 
of the Exit Slabs.

Descents to the routes are described from the campsite 
used on the original visits. This is at the top of the large 
rocky ridge, the second one west from the north-east tip 
of the island. Areas are described anti-clockwise around 
the island starting from the north-east tip. Once away 
from the obvious north side ridges the island is compli-
cated and care should be taken to fully identify the areas 
before committing to abseiling or scrambling down to 
the start of the routes.
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More Than Even Clowns   46m   S 4a *
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 7 Jun 2010
Flake and slab climbing on great rock; start from the 
large ledge.
1. 24m  Trend leftwards up the large stepped flake to a 
comfortable stance.
2. 22m  Continue up and slightly right on the slab with 
good holds to finish near the abseil point.

Two Oceans   42m   E1 5b **
P.Headland, K Archer, 7 Jun 2010
Directly follow the line of the abseil to the right of the 
flake, initially on the bold slab, to the halfway ledge 
then climb a small overhang to finish directly up the 
well cracked wall.

The Lamps We Lit   47m   E1 5b ***
K.Archer, P.Headland, 7 Jun 2010
From the same start as Two Oceans, gain the right-
trending weakness to the right of the flake and follow 
it for a few metres, then go directly up to the halfway 
ledge. Continue up to a short corner below an overlap, 
pull directly through this and finish direct.

When Too Much is Just Enough   48m   VS 5a ***
P.Headland, K.Archer, 7 Jun 2010
From the bottom of the abseil, climb 2m back up the 
gully onto the broken right-trending ramp-line. Follow 
this to within 8m of its end then climb a short slab to 
the halfway ledge and finish directly up the upper slab.

 Geòdha Argarsaid 
Map p7
The next geo to the west.

 West Face 
(NB 1179 4352)   Tidal   NW facing
This lies on the west side of the ridge from the Big Slab Area.

Descent: From the campsite, scramble down the wide 
rocky ridge directly to the north, past the flat area at the 
top of the Big Slab, almost to the tip. Traverse west on 
large ledges to the base of the first route, from where 
sea washed ledges are traversed to gain the other routes.

The Naughty Step   12m   HVS 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 16 Jun 2011
Ascend the left-hand side of the narrow, recessed slabby 
wall on small ledges; small gear.

The Rualla Horse   12m   S 4a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2011
Climb the right-hand corner of the narrow, recessed 
slabby wall and move towards the centre at the top.

Sing to you of Northern Lights   15m   E1 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2010
Takes a steep wall left of the square-cut recess which 
Wuthering Dykes climbs. Sustained climbing up the thin 
crack on the first wall reached. Pass under the top over-
hang on the left.

 West Face 
(NB 1189 4348)   Non-tidal   W facing   Map p7
The left side of the North-East Ridge forms the east side 
of the geo.

Descent: Go down the North-East Ridge until a large flat 
circular rock is crossed. Abseil down the west face to a 
corner with a 1m square ledge, about 10m above the sea.

Helen Shows How to Fix a Reduction in Suction   
27m   VS 5a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 15 Jun 2011
Climb the corner above the square ledge, following the 
line of the abseil, to easy ground then climb diagonally 
right to a corner in the short headwall.

Shite Auk   27m   VS 4c
P Bradbeer, N.McAllister, 15 Jun 2011
Move right from the square ledge then go up a flaked 
corner and scramble up easy ground. Mantelshelf a short 
wall and climb directly to the top on good juggy holds.

 Big Slab Area 
(NB 1182 4350)   Tidal   NE Facing   Map p7
This is the east side of the ridge forming the left, or 
west side of Geòdha Thaiabidh. There is a big slab with 
corners on the left and a central flake rising above a 
large ledge in the centre of the slab.

Descent: From the campsite, scramble down the wide 
rocky ridge directly to the north. On the eastern side of 
this, approximately halfway down, is a small flat area 
which lies directly at the apex of the slabs. A 50m abseil 
gains sea washed ledges.

Do you want to be a Spaceman?   52m   HVS 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 16 Jun 2011
1. 22m 3a  From the large ledge in the centre of the 
slab, make a rising traverse leftwards to belay in a 
V-notch 4m above the base of the corner.
2. 18m 5a  Step up and climb the ramp to the left of the 
corner to a large ledge.
3. 12m 5b  Climb the narrow crack in the wall above.

Warp and Weft   52m   HVS
K.Archer, P.Headland, 14 Jun 2011
1. 22m 3a  As for the previous climb.
2. 18m 5a  Follow the crack in the left-hand edge of the 
slab to its top corner then traverse its upper edge right 
to a broken ledge.
3. 18m 4a  Follow the line of least resistance trending 
rightwards to the abseil point.

Matty Boy   60m   HVS 5a *
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 7 Jun 2010
1. 30m  From the bottom of the abseil, traverse 10m left 
to a scoop 3m above sea-level. Climb the bulges above 
past a long ledge on the right to a stance.
2. 30m  Traverse 12m left into the steep corner and 
bridge up this to the top.



9 10WEST AND SOUTH SIDESEANNA CHNOC

of the black slab. Penny Black takes the line of the abseil. 
Traversing the wide sea washed platform accesses the 
other routes.

Perfect Circles   27m   HVS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 12 Jun 2011
Start at the left end of the large tidal platform, at a spike 
beneath the left-hand arete. Climb into an open-book 
corner-groove at two-thirds height and exit the groove 
onto a short slab.

Prologue   35m   HVS 5a *
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2011
From the left end of the tidal platform, climb a corner 
system past a pool at 7m then climb the wall above onto 
the slab. Follow a vague crack-line trending rightwards 
to the top right-hand corner of the slab then climb 
directly up the short headwall.

Gone to Find the North Star   32m   HVS 5a **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 8 Jun 2010
Start in a square-cut bay and climb the centre of the 
slabby scoop to a steep wall at the top, traverse right 
below the wall and go up a short right-facing corner 
to finish.

Pendulum Crack   28m   VS 4c *
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 8 Jun 2010
Just right of the previous route, climb a straight crack for 
15m, negotiate the overlap and follow the remainder of 
the crack to the top.

The Worst Witch   28m   HVS 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 8 Jun 2010
Start 2m right of the previous route and climb directly 
up a wall with a series of overlapped slabs to a steep-
ening near the top, passed on the right.

Slow Road to Ruin   30m   VD *
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 8 Jun 2010
Start 3m right of The Worst Witch and follow the cracks 
and narrow gully and finish up the wall on the left-hand 
side.

The next climbs are on the small black slab further right, 
at the foot of the abseil.

Black Slab Arete   11m   VS 4c
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 8 Jun 2010
The obvious arete on the left of the slab; wire in the first 
horizontal break at about 4m.

Ali Baba   11m   VS 4b
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 8 Jun 2010
Start at the second from the left crack, at the very foot 
of the slab and climb the crack trending slightly left after 
about 4m.

Penny Black   12m   VS 4c
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 8 Jun 2010
Start left of the central crack and climb the short slab to 
gear then continue direct on good holds.

Sing For You of Northern Nights   18m   E1 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 16 Jun 2011
From the same start as the previous route, follow a 
crack-line rightwards to a curving overlap through a 
right-trending crack in the headwall.

Wuthering Dykes   28m   S 4a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 6 Jun 2010
Start from a ledge in a square-cut recess and follow the 
walls above a ramped chimney-line.

The next two routes climb the outside wall of the 
chimney taken by Wuthering Dykes.

Mr Pinkwhistle Climbs a Route   20m   VS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 8 Jun 2010
Climb the left-hand side of a short wall 10m above the 
sea-level ledges, trending rightwards to a wide ledge at 
12m and continue up a crozzly crack.

The World According to Pie   20m   VS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 8 Jun 2010
Start 3m right of the previous route and climb a crack 
in the wall to the ledge at 12m the finish up the crozzly 
crack.

Eric’s Route   26m   S 4a
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 6 Jun 2010
Just right of the previous route, take the obvious right-
trending shallow gully. Come back in towards the left 
near the top.

First Time Buyer   27m   VS 4c
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 6 Jun 2010
Start on a ledge 3m above sea-level and climb to a 
scoop. Step right and continue up to a triangular ledge 
then follow the leftward-trending crack-line to a broad 
shelf and finish up an easier wall.

Seal Placenta Surprise   28m   E1 5a *
P.Headland, K.Archer, 6 Jun 2010
Follow the sea-level ledges to their end at a short, 
ramped pedestal. Climb a rising traverse into a large 
left-facing corner which opens into a wide slab. Climb 
the slab to a niche and continue up the rugosity and 
cracks above.

Eider Mother   28m   S 4a
N.McAlister, P.Bradbeer, 15 Jun 2011
As for the previous route to the small pedestal, then 
climb the arete and corner to a large ledge.

 Black Slab Area 
(NB 1170 4348)   Tidal   NE facing   Map p7
The west side of the geo.

Descent: From the campsite, head west towards the 
summit of the island. Before reaching this, take a wide 
grassy gully, level at first, which leads to the second wide 
rocky ridge. Scramble down to a point on the eastern 
side just above a large black slab where a short abseil 
can be made to access a large tidal platform at the base 

Descent: From just above the Two Fingers Area, traverse 
east and down for some 25m to a large black slabby 
platform. Siar Wall sits above this.

Juicy Sall   18m   HVS 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 6 Jun 2010
Climb the left-hand corner by the layer cake featured 
grey wall to gain a ledge below a short overhanging 
wall. Surmount this to gain another ledge below an 
open V-groove and pull through this then step up to 
finish.

The Toxic Myopic Misanthropic Misogynistic 
Murdoch Machine   20m   VS 5a
P.Headland, K.Archer, 17 Jun 2011
Climb a short wall to a V-cleft then go up left to a niche 
and small overhangs.

Weapon of Mass Consumption   17m   HVS 5a
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 6 Jun 2010
Climb a short wall to the V-cleft then follow a crack 
rightwards through the overhang on good holds.

 Upper Siar Wall 
(NB 1149 4337)   Non-tidal   NW facing   Map p7
Looking north from Siar Wall for about 150m, a 
conspicuous overhung crack-line can be seen; the line 
of Brutus.

Descent: From the top of Siar Wall, traverse northwards 
along ledges to reach Brutus directly.

Brutus   16m   HVS 5b **
K.Archer, P.Headland, 17 Jun 2011
From a large ledge below a corner, ascend the beauti-
fully coloured wall to a capping overhang and climb 
directly through this.

 South-West Corner 
(NB 1150 4324)   Non-tidal   S facing   Map p7
This area is best identified beforehand. It can be viewed 
from low down on the easily descended extreme south-
west corner of the island. Looking along the southern 
coast a series of buttresses separated by small geos can 
be seen. The third and most obvious has a very large 
level platform at its base sitting approximately 15m 
above sea-level and is the start of Tree Route.

Descent: Abseil from a ledge, above the second 
buttress, which can be reached by a grassy descent. A 
large circular boulder covered in red lichen at the top 
helps in identification.

The Smile and the Curse   37m   HS 4b
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2011
From a comfy rectangular ledge on the second buttress, 
climb the well cracked wall directly to an easy scoop on 

 Black Slab End Wall 
This is further right, on the seaward tip.

Descent: A 20m abseil from the end of the ridge at 
the north-west corner gains a large non-tidal platform.

Orinoco’s Cake   18m   VS 4b
P.Headland, K.Archer, 13 Jun 2011
From right of centre on the wall, climb a narrow crack 
and blunt arete to slabby ground and go directly up this 
to a short wall then the top.

Howeitat   19m   VD
K.Archer, P.Headland, 13 Jun 2011
Climb the V-groove at the right-hand end of the large 
platform then trend left to the top.

 West and South Side 
The west end of the island has four areas of climbing 
and there is one area on the south side.

 Two Fingers Area 
(NB 1142 4330)   Non-tidal   W facing   Map p7
This is at the western tip of the island.

Descent: From the campsite, head west past the 
summit and descend the sloping north-west side to 
locate the Two Fingers (two prominent pinnacles making 
an obvious gesture) at the north-west corner. Scramble 
down rocky ledges then descend to the front of the 
fingers and pass through the cave formed by them.

Hailing Genie   12m   VS 5a
P.Bradbeer, T.Oaks, 6 Jun 2010
A direct and rather sparsely protected line up the short 
wall left of Shiny Side Up. Start from a large ledge and 
use the obvious right-hand pocket to gain a further 
handhold and cam placement. Continue up with some 
difficulty directly into a shallow niche then trend slightly 
right on good holds before gaining the final column and 
the top ledge.

Shiny Side Up   8m   HVS 4c
P.Headland, K.Archer, 6 Jun 2010
The centre of the slabby wall 8m left of the entrance 
tunnel.

One Way Donkey Ride   20m   VD
K.Archer, P.Headland, 6 Jun 2010
At the right corner of the entrance tunnel, climb the 
slightly right-trending steps below a wall at the top, 
passed on its right.

 Siar Wall 
(NB 1145 4333)   Non-tidal   NW facing    Map p7
Although this actually lies just north of the Two Fingers 
Area, it is best reached from there since it is more easily 
identifiable
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on the east side at (NB 1425 4250), where a jump has 
to be made onto a ramp which gives access to a good 
camping spot. There is no natural source of water.

The climbing is described clockwise from Geòdha an 
Tùill in the west.

 Geòdh’ an Tùill 
Running west from the narrowest point and the through 
route, this is the deeply incut geo on the west side of 
the island.

 Wheeling Gull Wall 
(NB 141 426)   Map below
The west facing wall of a small geo, which runs into a 
cave on the south side of Geòdha an Tùill.

Black Heart of McLeod   17m   HVS 5b *
K.Archer, A.Norton, 31 May 2005
Start at sea-level ledges 4m left of Wee Restorative, 
traverse 2m right and up then climb the stepped corner 

the left. Exit leftwards up the wonderfully cracked slab 
to finish up the small barrel-shaped headwall.

Tree Route   46m   VS 4c
K.Archer, P.Headland, 12 Jun 2011
Start from the large non-tidal platform 15m above the 
sea on the third buttress. Climb a short overhang into 
a reclined corner system and follow this for 8m until 
able to traverse onto the front face of the buttress. Keep 
to the front face until a large (fulmar covered) ledge is 
reached. Climb the right wall from the ledge to belay 
after 15m.

 Exit Slabs 
(NB 1164 4324)   Tidal   SE facing   Map p7
These are about one-third of the way along the south 
side and can be seen from the east above them.

Descent: From the campsite, head west towards the 
summit and before reaching this, follow a wide easy- 
angled grassy gully to the south to a grassy ledge. Reach 
a large tidal platform by a double abseil, the first from 
a large embedded boulder adjacent to the grassy ledge. 
The second abseil is made from a large boulder at the 
cliff-top. From the right-hand side of the large tidal plat-
form, traverse over barnacle covered ledges to a narrow 
tidal ledge.

Saving the Last Dance   34m   S 4a
K.Archer, P.Headland, 10 Jun 2010
From the corner of the ledge, climb a short wall on the 
left to a slab and follow this trending left to reach a 
steeper wall at half-height. Climb the weakness in this 
wall to belay just below the cliff-top boulder.

One Horse Race   36m   HVS 5a
T.Oaks, P.Bradbeer, 9 Jun 2010
From the shelf, climb the crack in the right wall to a roof 
then step right and pull through to belay on a ledge. 
Climb the upper wall easily to the top. Beware of loose 
rock.

 CAMPAIGH 
(NB 143 426)   Map right
Campaigh lies 1.5km due east from the island of Bear-
asaigh and is one of the small group of islands lying just 
to the north of the island of Beàrnaraigh Beag, which is 
separated from Great Bernera by a narrow steep-sided 
channel visible from the road end at Bostadh. Campaigh 
is a little island, some 30m high, 500m long and 250m 
wide. Towards its northern tip there is a through tunnel 
at its narrowest point and a second tunnel which doesn’t 
quite make it right through, close by to the south, known 
as Suilean Dubha (the black eyes). These features are 
best seen from the east. The island is entirely edged by 
rock. There are no beaches or pebble bays and as such 
there is no easy place to land. A steel hulled boat and 
calm seas are required. The best landing spot is probably 
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CAMPAIGH

 Platform Bay Area 
(NB 142 247)   Map p11
On the north side of the island is a large bay with a low 
tide platform at the back. The first route lies in a corner 
at its right (west) end, gained from The Pinnacle.

Railsway   12m   E1 5c
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 30 May 2004
The obvious clean, hanging corner with a horizontal rail 
just above half-height.

The next routes are on the main, west facing wall; care is 
needed with the exits because of loose rock. The wall is 
divided into two distinct sides by a central corner taken 
by Impacted Wisdom.

Descent: Abseil down the central corner.

Heart of Oak   18m   E4 6a
H.Cottam, 31 May 2004
Start from a ramp below a big corner with an overlap at 
two-thirds height. Climb the corner, power through the 
overlap using undercuts and stemming and finish direct 
up the corner.

Gall, Wisdom and Guile   30m   E1 *
A.Norton, K.Archer, 31 May 2004
1. 16m 5a  Follow the corner formed by the ramp to 
where it meets the left wall of Wee Restorative, make 
a curious move to gain this and cross over to a ledge 
on the right.
2. 14m  Go right and around the arete to gain the 
corner, follow this (mediocre protection) then traverse 
right just below the top to finish.

Impacted Wisdom   15m   HVS 5a
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 31 May 2004
The central corner and abseil line.

 Caolas Cùl Campaigh Corners 
Running eastwards from Platform Bay, this is the most 
extensive area of rock on the island, with several distinct 
sections, extending to the north-eastern tip of the island.

 The West End 
(NB 1429 4277)   Map p11
This lies at the north-east end of Platform Bay.

Descent: Abseil down the first obvious right-facing 
corner near the junction of this area with Platform Bay.

Un-Concurrable   15m   E2 5c
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 31 May 2004
Climb the clean corner-crack to where it switches direc-
tion, make an awkward move through the overhangs 
then follow a line of flakes right to finish.

until forced to make difficult moves rightwards into the 
corner of Wee Restorative 3m from the top.

Wee Restorative   15m   HVS 5a *
K.Archer, A.Norton, 30 May 2004
The first corner on the left when looking at the wall. 
Abseil to ledges then climb the corner direct; nice.

Crabwalk   15m   E2 5b
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 30 May 2004
Abseil down Wee Restorative and belay on a small 
triangular platform to the right. Climb up and right to 
join the hanging corner, follow this to finish.

 North Wall 
(NB 141 426)   Map p11
The north side of the geo forms an overhanging wall.

Yo Heave Ho   12m   E2 6a
H.Cottam, 30 May 2004
Climb the most obvious weakness at the left end of the 
wall.

The next two climbs are to the left, on the vertical 
western end of the overhanging wall.

Inchling   12m   VS 4c
J.Wright, H.Cottam, 30 May 2004
The right-hand crack direct. 

Friggin’ in the Riggin’   12m   HVS 5a
A.Norton, K.Archer, 30 May 2004
The leftwards-rising crack-line in the centre of the face 
leads to a precarious exit.

Friggin’ Direct    12m   HVS 5b
A.Norton, K.Archer, 31 May 2005
Start as for Friggin’ in the Riggin’ but climb direct and 
trend right to finish.

 The Pinnacle 
(NB 141 427)   Map p11
This is well seen to the left (north) and is gained by 
following a dyke.

Bruichladdich   14m   VS 4c
J.Wright, H.Cottam, 30 May 2004.
Descend the dyke until below an overlapping block. 
Climb direct to this then traverse left into a groove. Go 
up this until you can step left on the headwall to finish.

Tide and Timing   14m   VS 4c
A.Norton, K.Archer, 30 May 2004
Named for the crossing of the dyke to reach the start; 
don’t try it with a big swell running! Climb the crack and 
then the wall direct.
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 The Middle East 
(NB 1436 4279)   Map p11
The next section east again.

Descent: Abseil down Swingback on Little Britain Wall 
and traverse left facing in.

Northern Sky   18m   E2 5b **
K.Archer, A.Norton, 2 Jun 2004
Climb a line of shattered flakes to a bulge then to a short 
headwall; pull up and over to finish.

And the Sea Smiled Back   18m   E1 5a
A.Norton, K.Archer, 2 Jun 2004
Start 2m right (facing in) from the start of Northern Sky. 
Tenuous moves up a poorly protected ramp lead to a 
short headwall.

 Geòdha Mòr Campaigh 
(NB 1434 4270)   Map p11
The eastern end of the main northern tunnel.

S(limy) Says It All  50m   S 4a
K.Archer, A.Norton (alt), 2 Jun 2004
A two pitch escape traverse from the entrance of the 
tunnel back to the right end of Suilean Dubha Wall. 
Essential accoutrements are 50m of abseil rope to get 
down to the tunnel entrance and a penchant for Fulmar 
vomit! Climbed after an abortive attempt on a through 
route where 6a moves on overhanging barnacles 
stopped progress after 20m.

 Suilean Dubha Wall 
(NB 1440 4268)   Map p11
This is the wall between the seaward ends of the two 
tunnels known as Suilean Dubha (the black eyes); well 
seen when approaching by boat from the east.

(The Famous) Sunshine Arete   15m   S 4a ***
A.Norton, K.Archer, 31 May 2004
From the abseil, traverse left (facing in) around two 
corners. Climb the superb arete in leaps and bounds.

Dark Corner   15m   HVS 5a
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 31 May 2004
Pleasant climbing up the corner right of Sunshine Arete.

No Toast on Campaigh   15m   S 4a
K.Archer, A.Norton, 31 May 2004
The well cracked slabby face left of Sunshine Arete.

 Little Britain Wall 
(NB 1432 4278)   Map p11
The next area eastwards.

Descent: Abseil down the wall to a good ledge which 
runs its full length.

Little Britain   16m   HVS 5a *
A.Norton, K.Archer, 1 Jun 2004
Follow the obvious ramp rising from the right end of 
the ledge.

Aberdoon Stookhoose   16m   HVS 5a
K.Archer, A.Norton, 1 Jun 2004
Follow the crack-line direct; easier and better protected 
than it looks.

Swingback   16m   E2 5c
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 2 Jun 2004
The left-facing corner around the left arete. Climb the 
shallow corner to where it closes then continue direct 
with steep moves on big sidepulls.

Sovay   16m   VS 4c
J.Wright, H.Cottam, 2 Jun 2004
The corner at the right end.

The No’s to the Right   12m   HVS 5a
K.Archer, A.Norton, 3 Jun 2004
From the right end of the return wall, climb the corner 
and overlaps to finish through a notch.

Whale of a Time   15m   HVS 5a
A.Norton, K.Archer, 3 Jun 2004
Traverse left from the starting moves of the previous 
route for 3m to below an overhanging nose, pull 
through this and the next on good holds to the top.
Sarcophagus with the Moves   38m   E3 **
K.Archer, A.Norton, 4 Jun 2004
Constrictive!
1. 18m 5c  From the slab at the western end (common 
with Green Door), traverse into the tunnel passing two 
corners until forced to make blind downwards moves 
(wet). Take a stance on a ledge directly below the first 
blowhole.
2. 20m 5a  From the stance, step right onto a slab and 
cross it to its right end, descend a short wall (good friend 
placement), cross the easy but slippery slab to the exit. 
Not possible at high water or in a big swell.

 Landing Geòdha Area 
This lies on the south western corner of the island and 
can be identified by the small buttress with strangely 
weathered gargoyles.

Dun Carloway Sheep Police   15m   HS 4b **
A.Norton, K.Archer, 31 May 2005
Start at the right side of the small buttress at the back 
of the small geo, climb direct until possible to move out 
right onto the fantastically shaped gargoyles.

Oblivion Arete   18m   E1 5b
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 2 Jun 2004
Climb the arete and grooves trending left, then back 
right to a worrying exit on big hanging blocks.

 The Southern Tunnel Wall 
(NB 1437 4265)   Map p11
At its western landward end, the rock forms a curving 
arch with a small return wall on the south side. Although 
not on a massive scale this is a good place to climb when 
tide or weather rule out other areas.

The Eyes Have It   22m   HVS **
A.Norton, K.Archer (alt), 1 Jun 2004
1. 6m 5a  From a stance at the right end of the small 
southern wall, traverse left into the corner
2. 16m 5a  From the corner, traverse left along the lip 
of the cave using the breaks; finish up a short corner.

Green Door   15m   HVS 5a *
J.Wright, H.Cottam, 1 Jun 2004
From the slab at the left end of the arch, traverse right-
wards to the centre then finish direct avoiding a loose 
hold.

Jonah Be Goode   18m   E2
H.Cottam, J.Wright, 1 Jun 2004
1. 12m 5b  From the bottom of the cave, traverse left-
wards along the right wall just above sea-level (mid to 
low tide) by a series of cracks and small slabs to belay 
in the first blowhole.
2. 6m 5a  Finish by climbing out the blowhole.
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