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ISLE OF LEWIS

www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk
www.isle-of-lewis.com
As well as being the most northerly in the chain of island
that makes up the Outer Hebrides, or Western Isles, the
Isle of Lewis is also the largest. Lewis and Harris are in
fact one island with a geographical boundary formed by
a neck of land some 10km wide between the fjord-like
sea lochs of Loch Rèasort in the west and Loch Seaforth
in the east. Loch Rèasort also effectively splits the principal hills of North Harris from the Uig Hills of Lewis.
There is only one road through this neck of land, the
A859, and this provides the access route for climbers
wishing to travel between Lewis and Harris.
Stornoway (Steòrnabhagh) is the principal town and
ferry port on Lewis and is located on the east side of
the island. Nearly all of the climbing on Lewis is on the
west side of the island, on sea-cliffs and in the Uig Hills.
Outwith the Uig Hills there are very few inland crags.
Almost all of the habitation is around the coastal fringes
in ribbon settlements and crofting communities. The
central part of the island is either peat bog, or water
in the form of countless lochans. Two major roads, the
A857 and the A858 provide a link between the east
and west side of the island. Another road, the Pentland
Road (Rathaid a’ Phentland) cuts across the island but
this is a single track road with passing places. Although
superseded by the A858, the Pentland Road is still used
and should be travelled at least once by anyone keen to
explore the island.
The climbing on Lewis has been split into two principal
sections: firstly the Lewis Sea-Cliffs & Outcrops then a
separate section of climbing in the Uig Hills.

Maps: Lewis and Harris are covered by OS 1:25000
Explorer Series Sheets 455, 456, 457, 458, 459 and
460 and OS 1:50000 Landranger Series Sheets 8, 13,
14 & 18.
Ferries: Lewis and Harris can be reached by Caledonian
Macbrayne vehicle and passenger ferry service
<www.calmac.co.uk> (0800 0665000): Ullapool to
Stornoway (Lewis); Uig (Skye) to Tarbert (Harris) and
Berneray (North Uist) to Leverburgh (Harris).

Mainland buses: City Link buses connect with the
ferries at Ullapool and Uig (Skye).
Flights: Loganair (Scotland’s Airline) fly to Stornoway on Lewis and Benbecula in The Uists (as well
as Barra) <www.loganair.co.uk>. Flybe/Eastern
Airways fly to Stornoway<www.flybe.com> and
<www.easternairways.com>
On island Transport: There are car hire companies
and the bus service is good. Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
(Western Isles Council) <www.cne-siar.gov.uk> has
bus timetables and travel information as does Visit Outer
Hebrides <www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk>.
Drive times: Between the island ferry ports of Stornoway and Tarbert it is 36 miles (58km); about a 50min
drive. Between Tarbert and Leverburgh it is 20 miles
(32km, 30min). Between Stornoway and Timsgarry in
the Uig Sea-Cliffs area it is 34 miles (54km, 50min), and
between Tarbert and Timsgarry it is 55 miles (88km) and
about a 1h 15min drive.
Amenities: The only two major supermarkets on
the island are located in Stornoway. There is a Tesco
opposite the entrance to the ferry terminal and a Co-op
on the way out of town, on the opposite side of the road
from a petrol station. If travelling north from Tarbert on
Harris to the west side of Lewis, Stornoway is only some
10min drive out of the way. On the mainland, Ullapool
has a Tesco and on Skye, Portree has a large Co-op on
the road out to the ferry at Uig.
On Lewis itself, there are small shops and the odd
petrol station in various places. More specifically at
Timsgarry (Timsgearraidh) in Uig there is a Community
Shop, which is licensed, together with post office, petrol
station and laundry. The shop is regularly stocked and
will take orders; it also has a small cafe and an internet
connection. At Loch Croistean (passed on the way into
the Uig area) there is a lovely cafe and restaurant in the
old school building. Baile-na-Cille overlooking the bay
at Uig does food and also has accommodation. A restaurant is apparently being built near the shop at Timsgarry,
so keep an eye out for this. The local Community Centre
has a small cafe and other amenities such as an internet
area, a gym and a local history museum, whilst out at
Àird Uig there is The Edge Cafe (open Sundays). The
Scallop Shack at Miavaig harbour has fresh scallops

for the pan whilst Uig Lodge smoke their own salmon
and then there is the Abhainn Dearg Distillery – what
more, happy campers! Apart from The Edge Cafe little if
anything opens on a Sunday, although this is gradually
changing, so make sure that you are well stocked with
life’s essentials to see you through the weekend.

Climbing Walls: There is a climbing wall at the Lewis
Sports Centre in Stornoway.
Accommodation: Although there are numerous places
to camp rough it is perhaps better for both yourself
and the environment to use one of the recognised sites.
There are two favoured camp sites for climbers.
One is in a beautiful location at the lovely beach of
Tràigh Uige (NB 049 329) and has good toilet and
shower facilities.
The other site is at Reef (Riof), close to Valtos (Bhaltos),
and also has good toilet and shower facilities. The
site overlooks the splendid beach at Tràigh na Beirigh
(NB 101 359) close to a small crag and bouldering.
The top of the Acha Mòr antenna can just be seen from
the seaward side of the site, so the mobile signal should
be okay, although getting an internet connection might
not be!
There are various holiday cottages but these generally
have to be booked well in advance, unless fortunate
enough to find one with the odd spare week, or a
cancellation. There are some B&Bs, information on
which can be obtained from the Tourist Information Office in Stornoway (01851 703088) or online
<www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk>, or locally at the
Timsgarry shop.
Mobile Phones: Whilst there are some who might be
happy to escape from mobile phones, there is no doubt
that out here they are of benefit. Not just in case of
emergency but also for those all-important weather and
wind forecasts, as well as tidal information. Caledonian
MacBrayne also send notification texts for cancelled or
interrupted ferry sailings due to adverse weather, which
does happen.
Reception in the mountain areas of Lewis and Harris
is, as usual in such areaa is pretty much limited to the
summits. Parts of Creag Dubh Dìobadail are not far off
line-of-sight to the main Achamore antennas (Vodafone,
Orange/EE, O2 and Three) on Eitseal (NB 305 304) by

17

the tall transmission mast in the centre of Lewis. Sròn
Uladail has no reception, although the top of the hill
might be able to pick up the Achamore antennas on
Lewis. Creag Mò should pick up the Vodafone antenna
by the road on the hillside opposite and the Ath Linne
antenna (O2) above Loch Seaforth.
The tops of most of the sea-cliffs on Lewis should have
coverage as follows:
Uig - Limited to the antenna on Forsnabhal (Orange/
EE), the small but prominent hill on the Àird Uig peninsula. However, there are a few windows where certainly
Vodafone, possibly O2 and Three signals can be picked
up from the Achamore antennas. One is from the road
below the minor highpoint, before it rounds the corner
to descend to the parking area at the road end on the
Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh headland. Another is at the
highpoint of the road over to Valtos on the way to the
campsite at Reef, where the Achamore antenna signal
can also be picked up. Another is on top of Forsnabhal,
the hill above the Àird Uig road, with the Orange/
antenna on it; there is road access but a walk up the
steps is required to get line of sight from the summit.
Great Bernera – The sea-cliffs on the west side should
pick up the Forsnabhal antenna (Orange/EE) and from
the top of the slope above the crags, the Achamore
(Vodafone, O2 and Three), Breasclete (O2 and Vodafone) and Carloway (Orange/EE) antennas should be
picked up.
Garenin, Dalbeg, Shawbost and Bragar – The
sea-cliffs here should all pick up the Beinn na Cloich
(NB 247 447) antenna (O2 and Vodafone); Bragar
certainly has Vodafone reception. The Forsnabhal,
Carloway, Bragar and Barvas antennas (Orange/EE)
should all be picked up.
Butt of Lewis - The sea-cliffs should pick up the Airigh
na Gaoithe (NB 533 604) antennas (Vodafone and
Orange/EE) above Ness, as well as the Borve/Gabhsann
antenna (Vodafone and Orange/EE) and (O2) on Tom a’
Mhile (NB 441 574).
The list is not exhaustive and there are various
other antennae dotted elsewhere about Lewis and
Harris, so there should be reception for various
networks here and there when travelling. Stornoway and Tarbert should have full coverage. See
<https://checker.ofcom.org.uk/mobile-coverage>
or keyword search ‘sitefinder for mobile phone masts’.
The Flannan Isles
(photo Rab Anderson)

ISLE OF LEWIS

ISLE OF LEWIS
(EILEAN LEODHAIS)

ISLE OF LEWIS
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LEWIS SEA CLIFF & OUTCROPS

Maps p19 & p20
The coastline around the Isle of Lewis has been shaped
over millions of years by nature and the elements,
providing a wonderful and adventurous playground for
the climber to explore. Not all of this wild, remote and
rugged coastline is suitable for the climber, and interspersed with the good rock there are large stretches of
poor cliff. Regulars who visit the cliffs will also notice
the periodic changes where the forces of nature have
taken their toll on the coast, even on the areas of good
cliff. In the few years prior to the publication of this
guide the rate of change has been more notable than in
the twenty years beforehand. The severity of the winter
gales and the mountainous seas they create appear
to have increased, effecting changes both major and
minor; the climber needs to be aware that what may
have been there one year may not be there the next!
Nonetheless, it is these processes that make the coastline what it is and the resultant rock architecture and
the surrounding landscape is impressive. Deep geòdhas
(geos in climber-speak) bite into a coastline of cliffs,
skerries, sea stacks and natural arches, interspersed
with rocky bays and fabulous sandy beaches backed
by vibrant fields full of wild flowers - the beautiful
machair. It is a mesmerising place of perpetual motion,
from the windblown flowers and grasses to the shifting
sky, the crashing sea and the whirling birds.

The rock itself is Lewisian Banded Gneiss, some of
the oldest on the planet. Like the sea and the weather,
the rock too continually changes its appearance; sometimes rough and colourful, at other times smooth and
jet black. Colourful intrusions of pegmatite, quartz and
amphibolite criss-cross the cliffs and when the light plays
across them it’s as if they have been painted. Where the
rock is solid it is as good as it gets anywhere and arguably one of the most enjoyable to climb on.
The climbing too is continually varied, on all types of
features and angles of rock, covering a broad grade spectrum. The cliffs are not particularly big but the varied
nature of gneiss enables a lot of moves to be packed
in, which when combined with the setting means that
climbs tend to punch above their weight. And just for
good measure, the full force of the Atlantic incessantly
throws itself at the rock beneath one's feet.
Development since the 1996 guide has been substantial and there is now much to go at as the area sees
more visitors keen to explore and experience what this
outpost on the edge of the UK has to offer. Nearly all
of the climbing is on the Atlantic, or west side of Lewis
and despite the closeness of the local settlements and
the comforts of modern life, there is a distinct feeling of
being away from it all.

Layout: The Lewis Sea-Cliffs are described from the
south running clockwise, or northwards, around the
island starting with the Uig Sea-Cliffs. The coastline is
divided into the following main areas: Uig Sea-Cliffs;
Great Bernera and The Bernera Islands (the information
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K. Bragar
L. Ness – The Butt of Lewis
M. Tolsta – Dun Othail
N. The Eye Peninsula
O. South Lochs – Caitiosbhal
P. Uig Hills
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* www.smc.org.uk/publications/climbing/OuterHebrides
for these islands being on the SMC website); Garenin;
Dalbeg; Shawbost and Bragar; Ness then finally The East
Coast.

Conditions: It is worth noting that the proximity of
the hills to the Uig Sea-Cliffs can affect the weather in
that area and there are times when the weather is poor
here whilst further north it can be fine. The opposite
can be true of course! Sea mist can occur, particularly in
the mornings, especially in the southern part of the Uig
area from Mangersta southwards. In these conditions
the cliffs on the north side of Uig sands can be clear, as
indeed can any of the cliffs further north.
There are days when the drizzle and the sea mist can
make it seem like the world is about to end. However,
keep the faith and be prepared to capitalise, for things
often clear later in the day and due to their westerly
aspect the crags dry rapidly. In the summer one can
easily climb up to 11pm. A reasonable rule of thumb
is that if the road is dry then there is a good chance of
dry rock. If a big sea has been running there will also

be greasiness from salt and sea spray to contend with,
which also usually dries later in the day, if and when
the sun gets to it.
Predicting the weather out here is not that simple and
it does change rapidly; Lewis is called the windy isle
for a reason! Facing onto the Atlantic, the cliffs on the
west side of Lewis are exposed to the results of the low
pressure areas and their associated frontal systems which
the jet stream pulls across the top of the UK. These can
hit the coast hard, to such an extent that even in summer
in good weather, if the wind gets up the sea state can
change rapidly to create a big swell which can swamp
the crags. See p9 & p10 for more Tide and Sea-state and
Weather information.
St Kilda lies some 60 miles (96km) to the south-west
of the Uig area and although a distant speck on the
horizon, if it can be seen then the weather is considered
settled. The Flannan Isles lie some 20 miles (32km) west
from Uig and are easily seen; if they disappear then
poor weather or a squall could be expected.

UIG SEA CLIFFS
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UIG SOUTH

Uig North, Àird Uig
p102

Uig North-East, Valtos
p126
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Uig North, Crowlista
p88

Timsgarry Gleann
Miavaig
Bhaltois
Crowlista
Carishader

Uig Central
p36

Reef

Mangersta
Suaineabhal
Uig South
p20

Loch
Croistean

UIG SOUTH
Maps left & opposite
This is the southernmost section of the Lewis sea-cliffs,
covering the stretch of coast running northwards from
the road-end beyond Breanish to the beach at Tràigh
Mhangarstaidh. It starts with a minor cliff further south
down the coast at Àird Ghriamanais opposite the island
of Eilean Mhealasta, extending past the headlands of
Àird Bhreinis, Àird Feinis, Rubha an Taroin and Seilebhig
Point.

Islivig Mealaisbhal

ÀIRD GHRIAMANAIS

Breanish

Geòdha na Traghad
Tamnasbhal

Griomabhal

Uig Hill Crags p188

Uig Sea-Cliffs
Maps p19 & above
Uig is undoubtedly the jewel in the crown of Lewis,
containing the best scenery and the bulk of the sea-cliff
climbing, the major hills and their cliffs. Wonderful
rock architecture and fabulous beaches are set amidst a
rugged and superbly scenic Atlantic coastline, backed by
fine hills and idyllic little lochans. For this reason many
people base themselves here.

Layout: The Uig Sea-Cliffs are split into the following
five main sections, running from south to north: A. Uig
South (Breanish); B. Uig Central (Mhangarstaidh); C. Uig
North (Crowlista), D. Uig North (Àird Uig); then E. Uig
North-East (Valtos).
Directions: Turn off the main A858 between Stornoway and Callanish onto the B8011 at Garynahine
(Gearraidh na h-Aibhne) and follow this road past the
turn off to Great Bernera, dropping down around the
head of Loch Ròg where Sròn Uladail in Harris presents
a striking silhouette ahead. Continue along Loch Ròg
to Carishader (Cairisiader), then past the harbour at
Miavaig (Miabhaig) and on up the fine subglacial meltwater channel of Gleann Bhaltois to Uig. At Miavaig at
the entrance to Gleann Bhaltois a turn off leads to Valtos

(NA 9944 2131)
On the north side of the small headland of Àird Ghriamanais, short crags rise in a bay above a lovely small
beach just north of the burn draining from Gleann
Modaill, about 1hr 30min walk from the road-end
beyond Breanish. The rock quality is variable. Obskua,
12m S 4a (D.Collier, J.Hartley, 28 May 1997), ascends
a thin quartzy flake to the left of an overhanging arete,
reached by a scramble from the north. The walk along
the coast and the setting are pleasant but the cliff is
perhaps only of interest on a day when climbing is not
the main objective.

ÀIRD BHREINIS
Map opposite
Lying to the west of Islivig, this headland contains six
named geos. It is a complex area and although there
is a fair amount of rock it is quite bitty. However, the
coastal scenery is interesting and for those with a sense
of adventure it is worth exploring.
The northern end of the headland contains a useful
landmark in the form of the small Loch nam Faoileag,
which is set back from the bay of Camus Islibhig to the
north. Dubh Sgeir, Staca Leathann and a series of other
small stacks and skerries sit off the north-western end of
this stretch of coast. Opposite these and heading south
are firstly Geòdha Caol, then Geòdha Dubh which lies
due west from the northern tip of Loch nam Faoileag.
Continuing south, a fence runs from the lochan to
Geòdh’ a’ Gharaidh, into which you can walk down.
There are some recent climbs here but details have not

been submitted for inclusion in this guide. When availale
these will appear online (<www.smc.org.uk>).
The next geo south, Geòdha Cam, can also be walked
into and it has a slabby south-east facing slab. Immediately south again is another, bigger geo which lies
just north of a cairn on the skyline. This is Geòdh’ an
Taghain, a narrow geo some 150m long and 25m high,
where there are a number of routes. The slim promontory between these two geos is Rubha Bàn.
The skyline cairn to the south of Geòdh’ an Taghain
marks the impressive, large and deep Seilearo blow
hole. The seaward entrance to the blowhole is formed
by Geòdha Dubh Seilearo.
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Approach: From Islivig, follow a track down the side of
the first croft to the bay and cross the burn by a bridge.
Gain the northern tip of Loch nam Faoileag then the
coast beyond. Continue south past the fence running
into Geòdh’ a’ Gharaidh, then pass Geòdha Cam to
reach Geòdh’ an Taghain (1.5km, 20min).
From Breanish, follow the track through the wall and go
up right to a cairn then head for a tall cairn on the far
side of the bay over to the right. Now head for another
tall cairn passing the Seilearo blowhole (2km, 30min).
Descent: For the first routes, abseil down Taghain
Corner from cracks on top of the promontory step.
The first section lies beyond a step up on the promontory, some 20m to the west of the angular cliff-top
boulder. At the seaward end a large mid-height platform
ledge extends around the promontory tip. This initial
section is defined on the right by the corner-crack of
Taghain Corner which arrives on top of the cliff at the
step up. To the right of the corner there is a deep recess.
A good tidal ledge runs beneath this section and the first
four climbs start here.
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Islibhig

(NA 9812 2751) Tidal SE facing Diagram p22

Directions: Follow the road south and park off the
road before the first house at the northern end of
Islivig. Alternatively, continue to Breanish and turn
right to park in the vicinity of the turning circle at the
road-end.
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Geòdh’ an Taghain
This is first geo to the north of the Seilearo blowhole.
A recognisable feature on top of the south-east facing
wall is a large, angular white boulder out towards
the seaward end of the Rubha Bàn promontory. The
initial section of the geo is non-tidal and the floor can
be gained by walking down through boulders into it.
Unfortunately, despite being sunny, sheltered and
appearing to be one continuous wall of good-looking
rock, much of the easily accessible section is composed
of pink quartz-like feldspar which is pretty loose and
disappointing. However, the rock improves towards the
seaward end in the vicinity of the large cliff-top boulder
and this is where all but one of the climbs lie. Routes
are described left to right from the seaward tip of the
promontory.

Mangersta

UIG SOUTH

2

Islivig

arch & blowhole

Àird Bhreinis
Breanish
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10.
11.

Geòdh’ an Taghain
Rubha Sith – The Searraich Wall
Green Geòdha
Àird Point
Crois Geòdha & Geòdha an Fhithich
Geòdha an Taroin
Rubh’ an Taroin
Seilebhig Point
Sgeir Seilebhig
Sròn na Faing (Uig Central)

p21
p23
p27
p27
p29
p29
p32
p34
p35
p36

1 Goose Step 25m HVS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
Start at the left end of the tidal ledge. Cracks up the
left side of the wall lead to the edge of the mid-height
platform. Continue up a thin layback crack-groove to a
ledge then move up right onto the arete to finish.
2 Force of Nature 25m HVS 5a **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
Start at the same place as Goose Step. Climb to a ledge
in a groove and continue over the left side of a small
roof into a corner beneath a large block roof. Go left
around the block, step right onto it and climb to the top.
3 Taghain Corner 25m HVS 4c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
From the ledge at the base of the wall, climb up and
right to a large ledge (non-tidal start) then climb the
corner-crack.
4 Another Crack 25m E2 5c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Start at the foot of the deep recess. Climb up and left
to the ledge below Taghain Corner then climb the crack
in the headwall above, pulling out right to finish up the
edge.

UIG SEA CLIFFS

UIG SEA CLIFFS

(Bhaltos) and Reef (Riof), with one of the campsites. At
the top of the meltwater channel, a turn off leads north
to Àird Uig and the climbing areas there; whilst south
leads past the shop at Timsgarry (Timsgearraidh) to a
turn off leading to the magnificent sands at Tràigh Uige
and the campsite there. A little further south along the
road is the turn off to Mangersta (Mangurstadh) and
the Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh headland. The road then
continues south past the beach at Tràigh Mhangarstaidh,
then through Islivig (Islibhig) to Breanish (Breanais)
where it ends 3km further on.
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GEÒDH’ AN TAGHAIN
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RUBHA SITH

GEÒDH’AN TAGHAIN

12 Centre Stage 25m S 4a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Start to the left of the small roofed recess then go up left
to a ledge and climb the central groove. The line to the
left needs to have the loose flakes at the top removed.
13 Chapter and Verse 25m VS 4c **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Climb the left side of the small roofed recess and
continue to a finish up the thin crack.
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Goose Step
Force of Nature
Taghain Corner
Another Crack
Splash Point

14 Deal Breaker 25m VS 4c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Climb the right side of the roofed recess and continue
by cracks and a shallow groove to finish through a small
recess.
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HVS 5a *
HVS 5a **
HVS 4c *
E2 5c *
VS 4c **
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Rising Tide
Another Gander
Greylag
All Buoyed-up
Edgeling

To the right of the deep recess the wall steps out and is
slabbier in nature.

Descent: Abseil to small ledges; wires under the
seaward side of the large boulder provide the anchors
and the rope needs to be taken diagonally across to the
edge. For the first two climbs near the left edge, either
take a more diagonal line, or use the Taghain Corner
abseil anchors.
5 Splash Point 25m VS 4c **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
Belay on a small ledge below pink rock forming the
left edge of this section of wall. Climb the edge overlooking the deep recess to the right of Taghain Corner
to a small roof. Reach over then step right and climb
to the top.
6 Rising Tide 25m S 4a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
Start at the same point as Splash point then go up and
right to climb a short groove and continue to the top.
The next three climbs start from a belay on a small tidal
ledge (there are higher ledges) at the base of the cornercrack defining the landward end of this section of wall.
The base of the corner can be gained at low tide from
the floor of the geo.
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S 4a *
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S 4a *
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VS 4c
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Trade Winds
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Chapter and Verse
Deal Breaker
On the Brink

descent
VS 4c
S 4a *
VS 4c **
VS 4c *
HVS 4c *

7 Another Gander 25m VD *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
From the left end of the ledge, climb onto then up the
centre of the slab.
8 Greylag 25m S 4a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
Move up off the right end of the ledge and follow a thin
crack just to the left of the corner-crack.
9 All Buoyed-up 25m S 4a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2013
The corner-crack; the base contains around several
jammed buoys.

15 On the Brink 25m HVS 4c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Go up the slanting crack right of Deal Breaker a short
way, step left then climb black rock. Continue slightly
right up pink rock to a shallow groove and go awkwardly
up left around two small roofs to finish up a cornergroove.
16 Disappointment Arete 25m HVS 4c
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 1998
This is on the first section of the non-tidal landward
wall, which ends at an arete where the wall steps back.
Climb the arete on its right side; poor with dodgy rock.

ÀIRD FEINIS
Map p21
This is the prominent, flat-topped headland seen when
travelling along the road between Mangersta and Islivig
to the south. It is worth a stroll around in its own right
for the view north across the bay of stacks and pinnacles
to the cliffs on the Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh headland,
and to visit the lovely wave-washed platform on the
north-west side which slopes into the sea.

Descent: From the floor of the geo when the tide is out,
or by abseil off a small flat block on the landward side
of the large boulder.

Directions: Follow the road south past first the turn off
signed to Mangurstadh then the parking for the beach.
Just after a narrow walled in section of the road, there
are some buildings up on the left (the remnants of a
former radar station) and a cattle grid, at which point
the Àird Feinis headland and its prominent cairn come
into view. A few hundred metres further on, park off the
road on the left on the grass, directly opposite the cairn.

10 Edgeling 25m VS 4c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
To the left of the small roofed recess, climb up and
left to ledges on the edge overlooking All Buoyed-up.
Continue close to the edge past a pocket to gain the top.

The north-eastern aspect is seen from the road and overlooks a photogenic bay of stacks and pinnacles. There
are some big cliffs here but they are dank, vegetated
and birdy. The north-west side is composed of compact
easy-angled slabs which slope gently into the sea. A large

The next section of wall continues rightwards from the
corner crack of All Buoyed-up. There is a small roofed
recess at the base of the wall.

boulder is located on these slabs and provides some
pleasant boulder problems with a fine backdrop. The
western aspect throws out three subsidiary headlands,
or promontories, two of which provide good climbing.
The southernmost promontory is the closest to the
road and is Rubha Sith, on the north side of which is the
Searraich Wall at the entrance to Geòdha an t-Searraich.
The central promontory is formed by the narrow sharpedged ridge of Rubha Loisgte which separates Geòdha
an t-Searraich from Geòdha Dubh and the northernmost
promontory of Àird Point which also contains the minor
Green Geòdha.

Approach: A walk across flat ground gains a fence
across the headland. For the Searraich Wall, just before
reaching the fence, go left and walk out along the Rubha
Sith promontory, descending towards the tip. For Àird
Point and Green Geòdha, cross the fence via the stile
and head past the cairn onto the washed slabs on the
western side, dropping gently south-west (left) to the tip
where a slight rise indicates the top of Àird Point.

Rubha Sith
Searraich Wall
(NA 9923 2905) Non-tidal NW facing Map p21
Located on the north side of the Rubha Sith promontory,
this fairly extensive cliff sits at the entrance to Geòdha
an t-Searraich, between it and the wide Toirisgeo to the
south. It was originally called the Biorach Wall when
the OS named the stac out in front as Staca Biorach.
However, subsequent maps gave this name to the stac in
Toirisgeo to the south, so the name was changed.
The wall can be viewed from directly opposite at Àird
Point, where it appears as a long, black wall running the
length of the promontory. At the far left end, closest to
the back of the geo, there is an area of cracks above a
roof, then a slabby cracked section; the Cracked Slabs
Area. Next is a recessed, slabby section; the Recessed
Slabs Area on whose right side is Slabby Buttress. The
final section is an area of cracks, grooves and aretes
whose most identifiable feature is a deep, dark V-slot:
The V-Zone. A squat, crenellated sea-stack sits just out
in front of the cliff and tends to break up some of the
Atlantic rollers.
The sections of cliff and the climbs are described left to
right running out to the seaward end.

Cracked Slabs Area
Diagram p24
The first routes are at the left-hand side on an area of
slabs which are seamed with cracks and abound with
holds. Around the high tide mark at the left end of this
area there is a large ledge just left of a roof.
Descent: Abseil down the centre of the slabs heading
leftwards to a gain a small ledge just below the roof and
head leftwards to the large pedestal ledge. A possible
descent on foot could be made down the corner on
the right side of this section, which is the left-bounding
corner of the Recessed Slabs Area.

UIG SEA CLIFFS

11 Trade Winds 25m VS 4c
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 10 Jul 2017
Follow Edgeling to the ledges then weave up the wall to
the right, keeping clear of the leaning groove to the right
which appears to be lined with stacked blocks.
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Dislocated Styles
Grunt
On the Brink
Out of Sink
Oyster Catcher Corner
Ready Rubbed

E2/3 5c
VS 5b *
HVS 5b *
E1 5c *
VS 4b *
HVS 5a *

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Thinly Veiled
Tight Lipped
Close Knit
Slippery When Wet
Dry Roasted
Ready Packed

E2 5c *
HVS 5a *
VS 4c *
HS 4b *
HS 4b *
VS 5a **

1 Dislocated Styles 30m E2/3 5c
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 21 Jul 2001
From the pedestal ledge, climb up right to the roof and
pull round its left side into a crack. Move up, then out
right onto the edge and finish easily.

4 Out of Sink 20m E1 5c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Jul 2012
In the centre of this section climb a crack to a difficult
finish up the crack in the headwall; lovely crux moves
but a bit unbalanced in grade.

2 Grunt 30m VS 5b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 21 Jul 2001
From the small ledge to the right of the pedestal ledge,
climb the crack through the roof and up easier slabs.

5 Oyster Catcher Corner 25m VS 4b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Jul 2012
The central left-facing corner. Either finish up the crack
in the upper slab as for Ready Rubbed, or step left and
climb the slab above the corner (5a).

Recessed Slabs Area
This is the central recessed area of black slabs. Corners
bound this area on either side and a ledge system runs
along its base. A central left-facing corner effectively
splits this area into two sections. The climbs are generally short and ease with height; the rock is good.

Descent: Defining the right or seaward side of this area
is a slabby corner; abseil down this from a large boulder
5m back from its top, it is also possible to scramble in
down the left side.
3 On the Brink 20m HVS 5b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Jul 2012
At the left side of this recessed section, climb an obvious
crack then an interesting white corner.
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6 Ready Rubbed 25m HVS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2002
The groove just right of the arete forming the central
corner; finish up a thin crack in the upper slab.
7 Thinly Veiled 25m E2 5c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Jul 2012
The hairline crack just right of Ready Rubbed.
8 Tight Lipped 25m HVS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2002
The thin crack in the middle of this slab.
9 Close Knit 25m VS 4c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2002
The crack 3m to the left of the slabby corner at the right
side of the slabs.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Slippery When Wet
Dry Roasted
Ready Packed
In-step
Out-step
Seaprey

HS 4b *
HS 4b *
VS 5a **
HVS 5a *
HVS 5b *
HVS 5b *

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
23.

Slightly Salted
Outside Edge
Searraich Corner
Outer Limits
Anti Matter
Hyper Space

10 Slippery When Wet 25m HS 4b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Jul 2012
The corner which defines the right side of the Recessed
Slabs.

Slabby Buttress
This small buttress is bounded on its left by the corner of
Slippery When Wet, which defines the right side of the
Recessed Slabs, and on its right by a steep corner, to the
right of which is a tidal rift before the final area of cliff.
At the base of the buttress there is a sheltered trough
well above the sea.

Descent: By abseil, as for the Recessed Slabs Area from
the large boulder above Slippery When Wet, or down
the buttress itself from boulders further west.
11 Dry Roasted 20m HS 4b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
From the base of the corner of Slippery When Wet, step
right and climb the rib to the top.
12 Ready Packed 20m VS 5a **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2002
A parallel line to Dry Roasted, starting just up to the
right. Climb a short wall then go directly up quartzy rock
to finish up the ensuing slabs.
13 In-step 20m HVS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 13 Jul 2002
Start in the centre of the buttress at the highest point of

E1 5b **
E3 5c *
HVS 5a **
HVS 5a ***
E1 5a **
HVS 5a *

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Left Black
Right Black
Atlantic Highway
Fulmar Loops
Gannet Chops
U-Tern

E4 6a *
E4 6a **
E2 5b **
HVS 4c **
VS 5a **
S 4b *

the trough and climb short steep, stepped walls to gain
a crack-line; follow this to the top.
14 Out-step 20m HVS 5b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 13 Jul 2002
Immediately right of In-step, climb stepped walls to an
obvious right-angled groove in the right side of a block
like overlap. Enter the groove and continue to the top.
It is possible to start up Out-step and go left to finish up
In-step at about VS 4b.
15 Seaprey 25m HVS 5b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 13 Jul 2002
Start beneath the right-bounding arete of the buttress
at the lowest point of the trough. Climb a groove in the
arete and move up until forced steeply up right into the
corner, which is followed to the top.

The V-Zone
The steeper area of grooves and aretes on the right side
of the promontory just before it ends at the seaward tip.
A deep, full height V-slot is located towards the centre of
this section. Fine rock and good ledges above the high
tide mark make this a useful venue.

Descent: Abseil down the left wall of the V-slot. It is
possible to scramble in down the right (seaward) end
of the cliff.

UIG SEA CLIFFS

SEARRAICH WALL – Left
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17 Outside Edge 15m E3 5c *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 12 Aug 2006
The arete left of Searraich Corner; started on the right.
18 Searraich Corner 20m HVS 5a **
R.Anderson. C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
The leaning black corner left of the V-slot. There has
been some wave damage at the start and it is not sure
how this has affected the route.
19 Outer Limits 20m HVS 5a ***
R.Anderson. C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
The crack in the right side of the left arete of the V-slot;
a bold start gives the crux.
20 Anti Matter 20m E1 5a **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
The crack-line running up the left wall at the entrance to
the V-slot has some quite bold climbing.
21 Black Hole 20m E1 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
Move up into the V-slot and climb the black seams up
the left wall.
22 The Singularity 20m VS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
The V-slot via the left-hand fork.
23 Hyper Space 20m HVS 5a *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
At the entrance to the V-slot, bridge up, then transfer
to cracks in the right arete and climb these until it is
possible to swing around onto the frontal edge, up
which a finish is made.

Outer Limits (HVS) Claire McElwain
(photo Steve Grey)

24 Left Black 20m E4 6a *
R.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
The roof and black wall right of the entrance to the
V-slot. Climb to the centre of the roof and place wires in
a thin crack. Move left beneath the roof and reach up
to holds on the left edge (RP1). A difficult stretch gains
small holds in the horizontal break and gear. Climb the
left arete to the top.
25 Right Black 20m E4 6a **
R.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
Climb to the centre of the roof and place wires in a thin
crack. Pull up past these to a hold at the end of the horizontal break and move up onto the right arete. Continue
up this and finish more centrally.

Green Geòdha
(NA 9917 2923) Non-tidal SW facing Map p21
Immediately south of Àird Point is a small, narrow geo
at the entrance to Geòdha Dubh. When viewed from
directly opposite, on the platform just before the slabby
descent to Àird Point, the most obvious line is a long
left-slanting corner-crack on greenish coloured rock.
Descent: Either scramble in, or abseil in just left of the
corner-crack.

Greensleeves 15m VS 4b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2001
The slabby, stepped rib left of the crack. There is no
gear until just below the top, but the climbing is easy
and the rock good.

27 Fulmar Loops 20m HVS 4c **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
Just to the right of the arete is a wide, recessed groove
line with seamed rock. Climb the right side and finish
more directly.

Over the back from here to the south-east is a wall facing
the Searraich Wall, which forms a gigantic overlapped
slab. At low tide this can be approached easily from the
bay; otherwise a 35m traverse out to the slab is needed.

29 U-Tern 20m S 4b *
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
The black, stepped corner-groove line just right of
Gannet Chops.

ÀIRD POINT

Greenstone Cowboy 15m E2 5b
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2001
The left-slanting corner-crack.

26 Atlantic Highway 20m E2 5b **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
The outer arete to the right of the V-slot, the first half
climbed on the left side the remainder on the right. A
fine little route that packs a lot in.

28 Gannet Chops 20m VS 5a **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 19 Jul 2001
Just right of Fulmar Loops, climb the corner-groove line
with a white quartzy left wall to finish directly up cracks.

27
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16 Slightly Salted 20m E1 5b **
R.Anderson. C.Anderson, 18 Jul 2001
This lies at the left end of this section, to the right of a
tidal rift, on the other side of which is Slabby Buttress.
Around the edge to the left of Searraich Corner, climb a
slanting, sharp crack leading to a finish up a short corner.

GREEN GEÒDHA & AIRD POINT

Route Major 60m S
J.R.Mackenzie, A.MacDonald, A.MacDonald, 17 Aug 1971
Start beneath the left-hand corner and go up a slab to
step left into a corner. Climb a chimney and belay in
a recess. Surmount the overlap above then go easily
left and up a steep corner on big loose holds. Traverse
right to the centre of the slabs to follow fault-lines
to finish.

Àird Point
(NA 9913 2926) Tidal W facing Map p21
Located just to the north of the entrance to Green
Geòdha this good cliff is close to the western tip of the
Àird Feinis headland. Although the crag looks small
the routes pack a punch and have a surprisingly big
feel to them. The rock is steep and perfect; no doubt
due to the continual battering it takes from the sea as
indicated by the very active blowhole in the narrow rift
just to the west.

Descent: The base of the crag can be reached by scrambling down its southern side. Although easy it is perhaps
advisable to leave a rope down the final slab to the foot
of the crag in case the rock gets soaked. At low tide in
calm seas it is possible to reach all the routes from here.
At other times only two are accessible and then sometimes only just! The left-hand route on the wall can be
reached by scrambling, or abseiling down a long sloping
V shaped groove on the north then down a short step
to a large plinth. This is not a place to be in rough seas
and even in moderate conditions, a tied-down belayer
wearing waterproofs may be required, especially for the
aptly named Wave Dancing.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Tidal Rave
Wave Dancing
Top Tackle Tips
Spicy Wall

3

E4 6a **
E4 6a ***
E6 6a ***
E7 6c *

1 Tidal Rave 20m E4 6a **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 14 Jul 2001
The left-hand route. From the raised plinth at the left
side of the wall, descend a short way to a small ledge
just above the high tide mark. Step into a crack-line and
climb this to a break, then go steeply up right to where
it fades at an obvious hold. Pull through the quartzy
section and finish directly. There is a good link from
this route into the top of Wave Dancing (E4 5c, I.Taylor,
T.Fryer, Apr 2008).
2 Wave Dancing 25m E4 6a ***
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, D.Cuthbertson, 17 Jul 2001
A brilliant route up the crack-line and slight depression
in the centre of the wall. A handrail to the right of the
line enables a side runner of sorts to be placed in the
flake-crack of Top Tackle Tips - more to stop one rolling
off into the sea than hitting the ground. From a jug in
the middle of the wall, boulder directly up pink quartzy
rock to a horizontal break. Forge up the middle of the
wall through a pink vein and continue in the same line
to the top.
3 Top Tackle Tips 25m E6 6a ***
D Cuthbertson, R.Anderson, 17 Jul 2001
A stunning route up the right side of the wall. Just right
of Wave Dancing is an obvious jutting pedestal hold.
Hand-traverse the hold, swing into a quartzy crack and
follow this up then slightly right to a footledge. Move
up to the overlap and downward-pointing tooth of rock.
Launch up the wall and move up then out left just below
the top.

