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UIG CENTRAL

ÀIRD MHÒR MHANGARSTAIDH
Maps p20 & opposite
West of the beautiful expanse of sand at Tràigh Uige
lies the large headland extending northwards from the
beach at Tràigh Mhangarstaidh, around to the bay at
Camus Uig. Since it contains a number of the area’s
major geos it is home to the largest concentration of
routes on the sea-cliffs.

Directions: Follow the road south past the shop at
Timsgarry (Timsgearraidh) and ‘Uig sands’ to where the
road drops down across the river by the Abhainn Dearg
Distillery. Continue up the other side past the turning for
Carnish and to a road on the right leading to the hamlet
of Mangersta (Mangurstadh).
The first climbing areas in this section are perhaps best
approached by continuing past this turn off for about
1km to park in the small quarry bowl on the left; this
is the parking for the beach at Tràigh Mhangarstaidh.
For the rest of the climbing areas, take the road right,
signed to Mangurstadh. The first areas mentioned above
can also be approached from here by following the road
which loops round left to its end at the houses. For all
the other areas, take the road that doubles back uphill to
the right from the houses. After passing through a gate
at the top of the hill, the road continues past a barn to
end at a small shed and the NATS (National Air Traffic
Systems) Comms Station building and aerial on the tip
of the headland where there is space to park off the road
in various places.
At the time of writing Vodafone mobile reception is
almost non-existent in this part of the island. However,
Mhangarstaidh bay and headland
(photo Rab Anderson)

it is worth knowing that just before the road rounds the
bend to descend to the aerial there is a small ‘window’
where a Vodafone mobile signal can usually be picked
from the big mast at Acha Mòr near Stornoway; there is
a parking space on the left just before the bend.

UIG CENTRAL
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Camas Uig

18 17

Map opposite
This is the stretch of south-west facing coast extending
northwards from the beach at Tràigh Mhangarstaidh to
Screaming Geòdha and Lèirigeo. The first areas lie on
the north side of the beach at Tràigh Mhangurstadh.
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(NB 0075 3095) Non-tidal S facing

Eilean
Molach

On the small headland on the far side of the beach at
Tràigh Mhangarstaidh there is an obvious triangular
pillar of rock. Care is needed with some loose rock near
the top. The belay is on a rope from boulders well back.

Carnish

16
Loch
Scaslabhat

Buaile Chuido

15

Approach: From the small quarry bowl parking place
(NB 0124 3073) for the beach, walk down the track
and cross the sands (10min).

Mangersta
14

Ocean Drive 18m E1 5b
K.Archer, A.Norton, 28 Jul 1996
Climb a crack-line on the front face of the pillar to a
niche then follow a diagonal crack to ledges.
Body Surfin’ in a Body Bag 16m VS 4c
K.Archer, A.Norton, 28 Jul 1996
The pillar forms a corner 3m to the right at its junction with the face. Follow the corner passing a bulge at
two-thirds height.
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Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh South
11. Sròn na Faing
12. Geòdh’ an t-Slaucain
13. Rubha Geòdh’ an t-Slaucain
14. Rubha Thisgies
15. Screaming Geòdha
16. Lèirigeo
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p53

Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh Central
17. Geodh’ an Tamana
p55
18. Tamana Head
p55
19. Aurora Geòdha
p57
20. Magic Geòdha
p61
21. Hunter’s Slabs
p66
22. Hidden Geòdha
p68
23. Atlantic Crossing Area p69
24. Seal Bay
p70
25. Seal Slabs
p70

Geodh’ an t-Slaucain
(NB 0065 3095) Tidal W facing Map above
North-westwards from the beach at Tràigh Mhangarstaidh, this is the first geo encountered. It is in fact more
of a bay and is characterised by a secluded stretch of
sand hemmed in between tall cliffs of variable quality.
There is one route on an obvious fin of rock at the
southern extremity of the bay, which is effectively the
headland between the two beaches.

Approach: From the small quarry bowl parking place
for Tràigh Mhangarstaidh, walk down the track, cross the
sands and go up the slope past the top of Sròn na Faing

Àird Mhòr Mhangarstaidh North
26. The Aerial Area
p71
27. Painted Geòdha
p73
28. Torasgeo
p81
29. Ladies Geòdha
p82
30. Veinous Wall
p83
31. Seal Walls
p85
32. Eilean Geòdha
p85
33. Glas Eilean
p87

(13min). It is also easy to reach from the road-end at the
hamlet of Mangersta.

Descent: From the north corner of the bay, at low tide
and in calm conditions, scramble down steep grass and
traverse the secluded beach; see the approach for the
Rabbit Walls Area. More likely though, it may be necessary to abseil down the line of the route, which requires
back ropes.
Morning Star 25m VS 4b **
K.Archer, A.Norton, 6 Aug 1998
From the undercut base of the fin, pull around the
seaward face and climb it just right of the arete. Gain
the arete above a niche and follow it to the top.
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RUBHA GEÒDH’ AN T-SLAUCHAIN

THE RABBIT WALLS & RUBHA THISGEIS

10

9

8
7

8. Loose Luke
VD
9. The Ecclesall Road
E2 5b ***
10. A Poodle Called Maurice S 4a **

4.
5.
6.
7.

Mercy Killing
If it’s Loose Leveret
The Road to Vindaloo
Fab’s The Word

Rubha Geodh’ an t-Slaucain
The Rabbit Walls
(NB 0049 3105) Tidal NW facing Map p37
These north-west facing walls lie on the headland
forming the northern side of Geodh’ an t-Slaucain. A
small stack, Stac a’ Chais, lies just off the end of the
headland.

Approach: From the small quarry bowl parking place
for Tràigh Mhangarstaidh, walk down the track, cross
the beach and climb the slope at the far side. Follow the
edge of the Geodh’ an t-Slaucain bay northwards across
the top of old lazy beds to locate a narrow grassy neck,
which forms a slight crest with two small bumps. Pass
between the bumps and drop down to a level grassy
ridge that runs out to sea (15min). Part way down it is
possible to scramble down steep grass to the secluded
beach at Geòdh’ an t-Slaucain. An approach can also be
made from the road-end at the hamlet of Mangersta,
which is slightly closer.
Descent: From the seaward end, abseil down a corner
on the north side. Take care of the loose ground on the
cliff-top.
Routes are described from right to left, facing in.
1 Solomon Brown 15m HVS 4c *
K.Archer, C.Archer, 29 May 2000
Scramble right from the base of the abseil corner to
sea-level ledges at the end of the promontory; the route
takes the centre of the prominent slab, right of a wide
cleft. Climb the lower slab to the break, follow the corner

6

E1 5b **
VD
VS 4c
VS 4c

5

4

3

2

1. Solomon Brown
2. G-Force
3. Absent Friends

abseil. From the base of the slabby rib, climb a scoop
trending right to gain the arete and follow this, then the
final wall to the top.
7 Fab’s The Word 20m VS 4c
K.Archer, C.Archer, 12 Aug 1998
Some 10m to the left again is a slabby corner with an
overhung cracked rib. Climb up to the rib and turn it
on the right. Follow a groove to small ledges and make
an awkward pull onto the upper slab which leads to
the top.
8 Loose Luke 20m VD
A.Norton, L.Norton, 12 Aug 1998
Some 3m left again, follow a slabby blunt arete then
step left to finish up the headwall.

1

HVS 4c *
E2 5c *
E1 5b **

at the base of the steeper central section, then trend left
before moving back right again to the second break. Place
the last runners and climb the scoop before trending left
to finish.
2 G-Force 15m E2 5c *
M.Garthwaite, R.Anderson, 25 Jul 2005
The bottomless steep crack in the right wall of the abseil
corner, gained by moving up and left to it.
3 Absent Friends 18m E1 5b **
K.Archer, C.Archer, 2 Jun 2000
The fine slabby corner. Follow the corner to gain a
hanging slab then go up this to an overlap. Move up
and follow a second slab to a technical finish up the
final steep corner.
4 Mercy Killing 22m E1 5b **
A.Norton, K.Archer, 8 Aug 1998
Just left again, follow a cracked slab to a corner (wet)
and climb this to an overhang. Traverse right and pull up
into a worrying looking crack to finish.
5 If it’s Loose Leveret 20m VD
A.Norton, K.Archer, 7 Aug 1998
The corner of the slab gives a cautious escape route.
Follow the corner, then onto a rib and up easy but loose
ground.
6 The Road to Vindaloo 15m VS 4c
K.Archer, C.Archer, 31 May 2000
A little way to the left, around a short bad step, is the
base of a prominent slabby rib, well seen from the

Scramble left again and the next two routes can be
seen on a series of overhung slabs that form a small
geo.

Descent: Abseil down the arete of the left wall.
9 The Ecclesall Road 50m E2 ***
A.Norton, K.Archer, 4 Aug 1998
A rightwards rising line to the right of the blocky arete
of the abseil. Start on a small pedestal 5m up from the
base of the arete.
1. 25m 5a Descend a ramp on the left wall towards the
left corner. Gain this then follow the back of the second
slab to a corner below an overhung groove.
2. 25m 5b Make difficult moves to gain the arete of the
right wall and traverse around this into a niche. Traverse
rightwards along a break (mediocre protection) to where
the break meets easier ground.
10 A Poodle Called Maurice 22m S 4a **
K.Archer, A.Norton, 10 Aug 1998
The line of the abseil, starting 5m down from The
Ecclesall Road. Climb the blocky arete on its right side
into a corner that leads to a slab. Follow this, then finish
up the left wall; belay on the abseil rope.

Descent: Abseil down the line of a central chimney-groove to good ledges.
The left-hand buttress has two grooves.
Outside Left 15m HVS 5a
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 22 Jul 2005
The left-hand ramped-groove and crack.
Inside Right 15m HVS 5a
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 22 Jul 2005
The right-hand groove and ramp going around the roof
and back left.
Right of the abseil the right-hand buttress starts as a
slab.
Nosed Out 15m HVS 4c
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 22 Jul 2005
Climb the left-hand crack in the slab, pull over the steepening and go right onto the nose to finish on a platform.
In the Groove 17m E2 5b **
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 22 Jul 2005
A lovely route up the groove in the edge. Awkwardly
gain the groove and climb it around a steepening to
the top.
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Rubha Thisgeis
(NB 0030 3125) Non-tidal SW facing Map p37
Lying close to the road end at the hamlet of Mangersta,
Rubha Thisgeis is a triple pronged headland. The bay to
the north is split in two by a thin ridge with a natural
arch through it to give Berie Beag and Berie Mòr, whose
north side is formed by the narrow promontory of Stac
Dhomhnaill Chaim.

Directions: At the foot of the hill in Mangersta, instead
of swinging right up the hill towards the aerial, continue
to the road end and park considerately.
Approach: Go through a gate into the fields, then head
westwards up the hill, cross the fence and drop down to
the headland. The routes are on the central prong with
sea cave inlets either side (5min).

RUBHA THISGEIS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Outside Left
Inside Right
Nosed Out
In the Groove

HVS 5a
HVS 5a
HVS 4c
E2 5b **
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Rabbit Walls

39

40

BUAILE CHUIDO (SCREAMING GEÒDHA)

(NB 0017 3176) Map p37
This is the highest point on this stretch of coast and
therefore the biggest cliff hereabouts. It is an awesome
place with climbs ranking amongst the best in the
country. There are a number of walls. The Mangersta
Slabs enjoy a sunny south-westerly aspect, as do the
Upper and Lower Tiers and the main West Face, or
Screaming Wall. The North-West Face only catches the
sun in the late afternoon and early evening. The geo
can be affected by salt spray since it faces full into the
westerly seas.
The cliff is arranged in a number of sections. The
southern, or right-hand section lies to the right side of
a large flat mid-height platform known as the Middle
Platform and takes the form of a fine sweep of smooth,
granite-like slabs that drops straight into the sea: the
Mangersta Slabs. Above the Middle Platform, the Upper
Tier West Face runs the length of the platform and
turns the edge to form the Upper Tier North-West Face.
Beneath these, the Lower Tier West Face extends left from
the Mangersta Slabs to turn the edge to the superb and
steep Lower Tier North-West Face which is hidden below
the north end of Middle Platform. These tiers form a
right-angle where they abut the West Face, the stupendous face above and on the far side of a huge arched
sea cave. This is the Screaming Wall which is effectively
split in two by the huge sea cave, into Screaming Wall
Right and Screaming Wall Left. The Far West Face lies just
beyond the Screaming Wall, before the edge is turned
into Lèirgeo, the deep bay to the north.
A fabulous little bothy has been constructed on the
very cliff edge in the angle of the slope just below the
highpoint of Buaile Chuido, at the top of the corner
between the West Face and the North-West Face. At this
point the slabs slope down above the top of the NorthWest Face towards the Middle Platform. The bothy is not
a climbers’ doss and is regularly frequented by locals
and visitors. Although there should be no problem with

The Prozac Link (E4) Dave MacLeod & Natalie Berry
(photo Chris Prescott / Hot Aches)

staying for the odd night it is not a suitable place for
climbers to base themselves for length of time. Anyone
wishing to stay here should ask the Norgroves at 3
Mangersta. Please leave the bothy tidy and shut the door
(www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org/site/bothy).

Directions: Follow the road out to Mangersta and take
the right fork which doubles back up the hill away from
the houses. Either park off the road just before the gate
across the road at the top of the hill (NB 008 319), or
at one of the spots beyond the gate, but not at the barn.
Approach: If parking just before the gate, cross the
roadside fence via a stile then follow the fence which
runs westwards at right-angles from the road and the
gate. If parking beyond the gate, head south-west to
meet this fence at some point and follow it. The fence
runs into a big geo, Lèirigeo, and can be crossed in a
couple of places by stiles. Ahead, the long, flat grassy
highpoint is the top of Buaile Chuido. Aim for a small
boulder on the shoulder just above a grassy depression on the left side of this highpoint then go straight
on to gain the sloping rocks around the cliff-top
(15min).
Descent: Climbs on the Mangersta Slabs, The
Upper Tier West Face, The Lower Tier West Face,
The Upper Tier North-West Face, The Lower Tier
North-West Face and routes on the Screaming Wall
Right, are gained by going southwards back up
the rock step from the bothy then heading down
the slabs slightly left to locate a shallow depression which slopes towards the sea. Follow this
depression down to a notch then make a
short scramble down a ramp, or beside it, to
gain the south end of the spacious Middle
Platform. There are boulders on this
platform which provide abseil anchors
for access to most of the climbs at
sea-level.
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Buaile Chuido (Screaming Geòdha)
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SCREAMING GEÒDHA

MANGERSTA SLABS & LOWER TIER
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4 Moscow Mule 30m E1 5b **
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
Follow Claymore to the ledge at 6m then take the
obvious hand-traverse line across to the left edge. Climb
a crack for 1m or so, then make a trying move left across
an overlap to a jug and finish up the groove above.
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The next climb starts from a ledge further left, directly
beneath the right end of the Middle Platform.
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5 Singapore Sling 30m E2 5c **
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
A fine direct through Moscow Mule. From the right
end of the ledge, move up then right around the edge
and climb a thin crack in the smooth slab with some
difficulty to join the crux of Moscow Mule. Climb this
and the tricky slabby wall above, going slightly left to
finish.
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The previous guide describes the following route which
is also supposed to start from the Singapore Sling ledge,

56

55

52

Screamadelica
Lighthouse Arete
The Heebie Jeebies
Deadman’s Chest
Blind Pew

6 Let’s Go Down to the Water Line E1 5b
M.Tighe and Party, 1980s
Make a rising left traverse to reach a prominent platform
ledge. Continue along a flake-crack and the natural line
of least resistance. Belay before reaching the Middle
Platform to reduce rope drag.
The old guide also mentions two routes at about E1
above the platform ledge mentioned in the previous
route; one climbs more or less directly above into a
prominent groove, the other works back up and right.
Again, it is unsure where these are and how they relate
to the other climbs.
The next two routes are further to the left.
7 Groovy Thing 30m E4 5c *
A.Robb, C.Pulley, 14 Jul 2006
This climbs a groove whose base is gained directly by
abseil from a large block, about 10m north of the end
of the Middle Platform. Climb quite boldly to bear left
at the top. It would appear it was initially an attempt to
climb the next route.
Singapore Sling (E2) Donie O’Sullivan
(photo Crispin Waddy)
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47.
48.
52.
55.
56.

but it is unsure where it actually lies and how it relates
to the other climbs.

E3 5c **
VD to VS *
E1 5b **
E3 5b ***
HVS 5a **

8.
18.
20.
44.
45.

I'll Try up Here Again
Perky
North-West Arete
The Dark Crystal
Necromancer

Mangersta Slabs and Lower Tier West Face
(NB 0015 3170) Tidal W facing
At the southern end of the Middle Platform, the sweep
of smooth slab can be seen down and to the right
(facing in). The adjoining walls of the Lower Tier West
Face lie to the left beneath the platform.

Descent: The first four climbs start from a fine sea-level
ledge, gained by making a right-slanting diagonal abseil
from the corner at the right end of the Middle Platform,
pretty much down the line of Claymore. Singapore Sling
starts from a ledge to the left which lies directly below
the abseil anchors.
Climbs are described from right to left. There is some
confusion with regard to a few of the earlier routes here.
1 Penny Whistle 45m E3 5c *
J.Moran, D.Pearce, 5 May 1985
Unfortunately the top third of this climb and Hundred

E1 5b *
HVS 4c *
E3 6a
E2 5b **
E3 5c **

3

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2

1

Penny Whistle
Hundred Pipers
Claymore
Moscow Mule
Singapore Sling

E3 5c *
E3 5c *
HVS 5a **
E1 5b **
E2 5c **

Pipers involve some quite serious climbing on suspect
rock. From the right end of the ledge, climb a groove
straight up to a broken band then go leftwards to finish
up the easier corner.
2 Hundred Pipers 45m E3 5c *
D.Cuthbertson, G.Latter, 6 May 1985
Start directly below a large open corner-groove which is
high on the face above the horizontal band. Pull over
a bulge and follow thin cracks up the slab on superb
rock. Weave through the horizontal band and climb a
slim quartzy groove to finish up the easier corner as for
Penny Whistle.
3 Claymore 30m HVS 5a **
I.Sykes, I.Sutherland, 1970s
The line of slim corners and cracks above the left end of
the ledge. Step left and climb a right-facing corner to a
ledge at 6m. Step right into a thin crack (often wet) and
climb this through an awkward bulge to a ledge on the
left (sometimes full of water). Move back right and go

UIG SEA CLIFFS

SCREAMING GEO – Mangersta Slabs & Lower Tier

up a shallow groove to a small footledge (old peg). Now
traverse left (crux), then move up into a short left-facing
corner and climb this before trending left over a bulge
to finish on the Middle Platform.
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SCREAMING GEÒDHA

UPPER TIER WEST & NORTH-WEST FACE

descent

18 Perky 10m HVS 4c *
C Henderson L.Clegg, 1988
The stepped corner 5m right of the left arete.

22 In the Shop on the Hill 20m E2 5c *
L.Clegg, D.Cuthbertson, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
Climb the crack just left of the arete to a horizontal
break, then go left and up with difficulty to the base of
a scoop. After a difficult move the scoop eases slightly.

19 Pinky 10m E1 5b *
G.Lovick, S.Mayers, Jul 1993
The crack just right of the arete.
20 North-West Arete 15m E3 6a *
S.Crowe, K.Magog, 16 May 1999 (also left finish)
The left-hand arete is climbed mainly on its right side,
escaping right near the top. A bold left finish at E5/6 6b
requires some cleaning.

23 Whirlwind 20m E8 6c (F8a) *
D.MacLeod, May 2005
The exposed crack up the centre of the wall where the
ledge narrows. The first section of crack to the horizontal
is serious with poor gear and snappy holds. Above, the
climbing gets steadily harder but is better protected,
culminating in a tricky crux right at the top.

Upper Tier North-West Face
15
17

16

15. Rubik
16. Ruble
17. Dubeedoo

14

E1 5a
E2 5a
E1 5a

13

12

11

10

12. Screaming Miss Molly
VS 4b *
13. Screaming Sandhoppers S 4a *
14. Inner Demons
HVS 5a *

8 I’ll Try up Here Again 30m E1 5b *
D.Ashworth, C.Lofthouse, May 1993
Reached by abseil down an obvious VS looking corner
some 15m left of Claymore, this takes an improbable
line up some steep ground. Climb an easy wall to a
steep crack, then pull onto a small slab left of an overhang and step down to a crucial foothold at the bottom
of a slab on the left of the abseil corner. Climb around
the overhang and follow the nose to the top.

Upper Tier West Face
Non-tidal W facing Diagrams p42 & above
A number of climbs lie on the short walls above the
Middle Platform. As with the other routes on this cliff,
they are described from right to left, as met from where
the scramble down gains the platform. This section ends
at an arete where the edge is turned to the Upper Tier of
the North-West Face.
9 Right Track 10m VD *
The right-hand of a pair of tramline cracks.
10 Left Track 10m VD *
The left-hand tramline crack.
On the left there is a shallow, roofed recess propped up
by a 2m high monolith.
11 Katrin’s Cream 10m S 4a *
M.Sullivan, J.Garbutt, 22 Jul 1997
Immediately right of the recess, climb a left-slanting
crack then a right-facing groove.

9

9. Right Track
VD *
10. Left Track
VD *
11. Katrin's Cream S 4a *

Non-tidal NW facing Diagrams below & p50
This is the continuation face around the arete at the end
of the Middle Platform. The bothy sits above the corner
at the far end.
Descent: From the end of the Middle Platform, go
around the edge and along a ledge.
27

12 Screaming Miss Molly 10m VS 4b *
M.Sullivan, J.Garbutt, 22 Jul 1997
Bridge up between the monolith and the right-hand wall
of the recess then climb a left-slanting crack.

Descent: The next routes can be approached directly
by abseil from beside the bothy, which avoids a long
traverse to reach the belay and the disturbance of any
nesting birds. Large cams are useful for the belay. Damn

SCREAMING GEO Upper & Lower
NW & W Faces
26
25

bothy
24

13 Screaming Sandhoppers 10m S 4a *
M.Sullivan, J.Garbutt, 22 Jul 1997
Start off the monolith and climb a left-slanting crack.

23
22

14 Inner Demons 10m HVS 5a *
G.Latter, 14 Jul 2006
Just left of Screaming Sandhoppers is a left-facing
groove capped by a block. Climb the crack 2m left of
the groove, step up right to pull over the block overhang
and finish up the crack above.
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21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
30.
31.

It’s Raining Rocks!
In the Shop on the Hill
Whirlwind
Bothy House Crack
Great Gig in the Sky
Hughy’s Cocktail Mixture
Paranoid Slippers
If All Else Fails
What’s the Fuss?

Middle Platform

15 Rubik 10m E1 5a
A.Moles, A.Yakunin, 10 Aug 2014
The slab and arete immediately left of Inner Demons;
dubious gear in the upper half.

31

37

30

16 Ruble 10m E2 5a
A.Moles, A.Yakunin, 10 Aug 2014
The larger right-hand of three left-facing leaning cornergrooves; little protection and some snappy holds.
17 Dubeedoo 10m E1 5a
R.Anderson, C.Anderson, 31 Mar 2008
The central of the three left-facing leaning cornergrooves; dubious rock and protection.

E3 6a *
E2 5c *
E8 6c **
E2 5b *
E4 6a *
E3 5c ***
E4 6b **
VD *
E1 5b **
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39

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Rats Don't Eat Sand...
Salty Dog
Damn Your Eyes!
The Screaming Ab Dabs
The Prozac Link

E5 6a ***
E5 6a ***
E4 5c *
E6 6b ****
E4 5c ****

40

38

36

32.
33.
34.
35.

34 33

32

Hullaballoo
Hullaballoo Left-Foot
Suffering Bastard
Killer Fingers

E6 6b *
E5 6a *
E4 6a ***
E4 6a ***
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21 It’s Raining Rocks! 20m E3 6a *
G.Latter, N.Clement, 29 May 1996
Climb the crack just left of the arete to a horizontal break
as for In the Shop on the Hill. Where that routes goes
left up a scooped groove continue up the crack above.

The next routes are 25m further left at the end of the
platform.

SCREAMING GEO – Upper Tier, West Face
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SCREAMING GEÒDHA

Your Eyes on the Lower Tier can be used as a lower
pitch.
24 Bothy House Crack 25m E2 5b *
P.Robins, B.Bransby, 12 Jun 2004
The off-width finishing close to the bothy.

Upper Tier West Face
Non-tidal W Facing Diagram p50
A corner is now formed where the face changes direction and the next five climbs take lines on the upper part
of the Screaming Wall Right.
25 Great Gig in the Sky 25m E4 6a *
K.Magog, S.Crowe, 5 Jul 2003
This climbs the wall between the corner and the crack of
Hughy’s Cocktail Mixture. Climb up the right side of a
strip of dark coloured rock and finish up the right-hand
crack in the upper wall.
26 Hughy’s Cocktail Mixture 25m E3 5c ***
L.Clegg, D.Cuthbertson, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
The splendid crack in the left wall of the corner. Pull
round the overhang in a fine position and layback the
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crack. Sustained but slightly easier climbing follows; pull
up right to a ledge and climb the central of three cracks
to finish.
27 Paranoid Slippers 30m E4 6b ***
G.Farquhar, R.Campbell, N.Clement, 29 May 1996
This takes the pink feldspar wall to the left of Hughy’s
Cocktail Mixture. Pull over the overhang as for that
route, traverse left on the lip (crux) then move up and
left to better holds. Continue up left to a sentry box
and exit this up leftwards, passing a horizontal break
to finish left of a wide crack, on the arete overlooking
Shadow Dancer.
Variation: 27a Paranoid Alternative Finish
N.McNair, D.McLeod, 5 Jul 2003
From the top of the sentry box, go up and right to climb
the crack just left of the central crack taken by Hughy’s
Cocktail Mixture.
28 Exit Point 40m E7 6c ***
T.Emmet, D.MacLeod, 1 Jun 2010
Follow Paranoid Slippers to just beyond its crux traverse.
Step up then make a rising traverse left at the edge of
the vertical wall until it is possible to access an undercut
groove in the spectacular hanging arete. This is just
above the flake of Shadow Dancer. Follow the groove
to a good rest below a roof. Make a long reach through
the roof and hard moves above onto the hanging upper
arete. After a few moves up the arete the climbing eases
off rapidly.
29 Shadow Dancer 40m E7 6b ***
S.Mayers, J.Lovick, Jul 1993
A wild and strenuous route taking a line of sickening
exposure up the hanging arete to the right of Screaming
Ab Dabs. Follow Paranoid Slippers to the good holds
then make another committing move left to the line
proper; an overhanging flake-crack. Climb this ever leftwards to eventually reach a brief respite under a roof.
Pull directly over this, then trend right past a peg to the
base of a corner which leads easily to the top. A double
set of cams and some long extension slings are helpful.

Lower Tier North-West Face
Tidal NW facing Diagrams p45 & p54
A deceptively steep wall lies below the north end of
the Middle Platform and runs towards the back of the
geo. The wall can be greasy and may require the sun to
help dry it out. The wave washed platform at the base
remains clear of the sea for some time unless the swell
is up, at which point it gets swamped.
Descent: Abseil from a choice of good boulders and
cracks on the Middle Platform. The boulder closest to
the edge out in front of Pinky facilitates an abseil down
the hanging, left-facing corner of Hullaballoo towards
the right side of the wall.
Paranoid Slippers (E4) Niall McNair
(photo Steve Crowe)

Climbs are again described from right to left and the first
routes lie above the lower part of a raised shelf which
slants easily up rightwards.

Killer Fingers (E4) Robert Durran
(photo Rab Anderson)
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30 If All Else Fails 25m VD *
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
From the right end of the lower raised shelf, climb up
to the left end of a slab (good belay). Climb the slab
via a short vague crack on its right side then continue
rightwards along a series of narrow ledges to finish up a
fine little exposed wall.
Variation: 30a Direct Finish E1 *
About halfway along the traverse of the normal route,
climb into a short hanging crack in a groove; short but
steep.
31 What’s the Fuss? 20m E1 5b **
R.Anderson, N.Morrison, W.Moir, 11 Aug 2006
Start just right of Hullaballoo where the wall forms a
blunt edge at the left end of the main slab. Climb to
the left end of the slab to gain the steeper rocks at a
triangular shaped roofed recess. Step over this then
move up and left into a short leaning groove. Pull out
right around the blunt edge and climb steeply up left to
easier ground leading to the platform.
32 Hullaballoo 20m E6 6b *
S.Mayers, Jul 1993
The left-facing stepped corner towards the right side of
the wall. Climb the intermittent cracks just right of the
corner for 7m then move awkwardly into the corner to
follow it and the wall above more easily to the top.
33 Hullaballoo Left-Foot 20m E5 6a *
B.Bransby, P.Robins, 10 Jun 2004
A pitch based on Hullaballoo. From directly below the
main corner, climb up and left (fiddly gear) then back
right into the corner. Follow this then step left into a
slim hanging ramp-come-groove leading up leftwards
to the top.
34 Suffering Bastard 25m E4 6a ***
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
The prominent crack system to the left of Hullaballoo
gives a brilliant well protected pitch. A big cam is useful
for the final groove, but not essential. An undercut start
leads to the base of the overhanging cracks. Climb these
with an awkward transfer into the left-hand crack. Finish
up a superb bomb bay groove.
35 Killer Fingers 30m E4 6a ***
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
Immediately right of the central overhanging face is an
obvious slab with a layback crack above. An undercut
start and a two stepped corner lead to a crack on the
right side of the slab. Climb the crack and arrange
protection then step down and hand-traverse left. Make
a difficult move to reach the layback which leads to the
top. The boldness of the climb depends on how far up
the crack protection is placed before the traverse left.
36 Rats Don’t Eat Sandwiches 30m E5 6a ***
L.Houlding, J.Pickles, 9 Jun 2004
Start as for Salty Dog but traverse right at about 10m to
a ledge. Climb the slim groove above to a roof and pull
through this to gain a ledge then on to the top.
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37 Salty Dog 30m E5 6a ***
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
The twin crack system on the left side of the central
overhanging face, immediately right of a smooth black
slabby rib. Climb the undercut left-hand groove and
continue up the crack with some deviation. Reach the
final small bottomless groove with some difficulty (small
wires); this leads to the top.

The Prozac Link (E4) Martin Kocsis
(photo Mike Hutton)

38 Damn Your Eyes! 30m E4 5c *
P.Robins, B.Bransby, 9 Jun 2004
Starting 5m right of The Screaming Ab Dabs the
following route takes a groove line and provides a good
starting pitch for Paranoid Slippers on the tier above.
Climb a short corner to a sloping ledge and break. Step
left and climb into the main groove, moving left to the
vague arete which leads to the main horizontal break.
Continue up the slanting groove above, climbing mainly
on the left wall; there is no gear above the horizontal
break but the climbing is only 5b.

Screaming Wall West Face
Tidal W facing Diagram p50
This impressive wall Extends leftwards from the
corner between the faces, running out over the huge
sea cave. The wall is in two sections; Screaming Wall
Right, accessed from the right side of the cave and
Screaming Wall Left, accessed from the left side of
the sea cave.

Screaming Wall Right
39 The Screaming Ab Dabs 75m E6 ****
D.Cuthbertson, L.Clegg, C.Henderson, Jun 1988
A magnificent climb which takes a committing and
impressive line up the right side of the huge sea cave to
attack the upper overhangs. The crux is short but hard
and in an intimidating position. The lower part is shared
by The Prozac Link. Start at the left end of the Lower
Tier, on the left wall of a corner.
1. 20m 5c The Yosemite Crack. Climb an undercut
groove, then move left and climb a white crack to a
perfect ledge.
2. 25m 5b Traverse of the Gods. Traverse left along the
exposed horizontal break then move up to a ledge on
the right. Make a rising left traverse across an orangy
brown coloured wall to gain a small ledge at the girdling
break; large cams are useful for the belay.
3. 30m 6b The Moonlight Cooler Pitch. Move right over
a bulge and follow a line of black pockets going left to
a large but secure block under the roof; possible belay.
Move right and use undercuts to gain an obvious ramp
hold above the lip (cam under the roof and a Friend 00
in a small diagonal quartz crack above it). Pull over the
roof with difficulty and continue slightly left to better
holds beneath the next overhang. Climb this by means
of a horizontal crack and finish up the quartzy corner
above. Beware of rope drag.

40 The Prozac Link 95m E4 ****
H.Jones, G.Huxter, 29 May 1996
Rated as one of the best E4s in the country, this is a brilliant hybrid which combines tremendous situations with
superb climbing in a committing situation. The line is that of a rising traverse above the huge sea cave and retreat
from higher up would be difficult. The lower section is common with The Screaming Ab Dabs. Start at the left
end of the Lower Tier, on the left wall of a corner.
1. 20m 5c Climb an undercut groove then move left and climb a white crack to a perfect ledge and belay.
2. 25m 5b Traverse left along the exposed horizontal break then move up to a ledge on the right. Make a rising
left traverse across an orangy brown coloured wall to gain a small ledge at the girdling break; large cams useful
for the belay.
3. 30m 5c Move right over a bulge and follow a line of black pockets going left to a large but secure block
under the roof; The Screaming Ab Dabs goes up through the roofs above here. Move left round the front of the
block onto large holds, then continue traversing leftwards to belay beneath a curious downwards-pointing flake.
4. 20m 5c Continue leftwards up and across a white quartzy wall then go round the roof onto a pink pegmatite
wall and climb directly to a ramp which leads rightwards to the top.
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